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will  be  stimulated  and  strengthened  by  the  publication,  on 
May  22,  of  the  New  World  Issue  of  The  Chemist  and  Drug- 
gist. The  particular  purpose  of  that  issue  is  to  bring  buyers 
and  sellers  of  chemicals,  drugs,  proprietaries,  druggists'  sun- 
dries, and  toilet  articles  in  the  Old  World  and  the  New  into 
closer  touch.  The  potentialities  of  Canada,  LTnited  States, 
South  America,  and  the  West  Indies  as  purchasers  of  British 
goods  are  appreciated  by  all  business  men,  who  will  find  adver- 
tising announcements  in  the  New  World  Issue  of  exceptional 
value  in  bringing  inquiries.  Although  there  will  beanextended 
distribution  in  addition  to  the  usual  weekly  circulation  of  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist,  the  advertisement  rates  will  not  be 
advanced.  Firms  requiring  space  should  communicate  at  once 
with  the  Publisher,  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  42  Cannon 
Street,  London,  E.C. 


Summary. 


The  subjoined  paragraphs  give  the  gist  of  the  more  important 
matters  in  this  issue,  with  the  object  of  showing:  at  a  glance 
what  has  happened  during  the  week.  See  also  "  Contents"  in 
the  first  column. 


More  Cases  of  alleged,  infringement  of  the  Dentists  Act, 
Section  3,  are  reported  on  p.  670,  the  summonses  being  in 
some  cases  dismissed. 

Scottish  pharmacists  discussed  last  week  the  report  of  the 
B.P.  Committee  of  Reference  on  Pharmacy,  approving  on 
the  whole,  except  as  regards  some  galenicals  (p.  688). 

Five  Chemists  have  been  prosecuted  in  Gibraltar  for  selling 
weak  sweet  spirit  of  nitre.  They  got  off  by  paying  costs. 
One  result  will  be  a  demand  for  the  spirit  in  small  bottles 
(p.  671). 

The  Session  of  Chemists'  Association  meetings  throughout 
Great  Britain  is  now  drawing  to  a  close  with  the  appointment 
of  new  officers  in  some  Associations.  A  series  of  reports  begins 
on  p.  684. 

In  View  of  the  Budget  (p.  682)  and  the  probable  alteration 
of  the  duties  on  alcoholic  liquors  we  present  some  considera- 
tions for  better  treatment  of  manufacturers  in  the  matter  of 
industrial  spirit  (p.  679). 

Liverpool  Chemists  have  had  a  heart-to-heart  talk  about 
the  shop  hours  which  are  endured  in  that  city  and  its  suburbs, 
with  the  result  that  a  committee  of  the  local  Association 
has  been  appointed  to  try  to  shorten  the  day  (p.  686). 

Parliamentary  News  is  exceptionally  interesting  this  week. 
It  includes  information  to  the  effect  that  agreement  on  the 
company-pharmacy  question  in  Ireland  has  not  been  reached, 
and  legislation  on  the  subject  this  session  is  improbable 
(p.  682). 

The  Investigation  by  Dr.  Waldo  (City  of  London  Coroner) 
of  a  case  of  chlorodyne-poisoning  concluded  this  week.  Dr. 
Womack  gave  analytical  results  demonstrating  the  presence 
of  morphine,  cannabis  indica,  and  a  trace  of  prussic  acid  in 
the  chlorodyne  (p.  660). 

Me.  Jesse  Boot  has  written  a  "  foreword  "  to  a  book  on 
the  Pharmacy  Acts  by  Dr.  Bellot,  and  has  published  the  book, 
which  is  not  all  that  could  be  desired  ;  but  the  provision  of 
instruction  about  pharmacy  law  by  Mr.  Boot  is  not  without 
distinctive  interest.    Our  article  is  on  p.  680. 

Australian  Customs  Officers  are  using  Section  9  of  the 
Commerce  Act  to  keep  out  of  the  Colonies  proprietary  medi- 
cines as  to  which  (in  their  opinion)  extravagant  claims  are 
made  (p.  669).  We  set  forth  particulars  from  the  Act,  and 
suggest  that  the  official  action  is  unsatisfactory  (p.  680). 

Among  the  drugs  and  chemicals  that  have  more  or  less 
appreciated  in  value  this  week  are  China  crude  camphor, 
soda  nitrate,  glucose,  starch  powder,  Cochin  turmeric,  jalap, 
and  orris.  Those  on  the  easier  side  include  copper  sulphate, 
oxalic  acid,  and  ammonia  sulphate.  Tartaric  acid  is  steadier 
(p.  689). 

The  Minor  or  Major  Examination  certificates  of  managers 
of  chemists'  shops  have  to  be  exhibited  in  the  premises,  but  it 
is  a  precedent  condition  that  the  names  of  the  managers  are  on 
the  current  year's  register.  We  can  tell  anyone  who  sends  us 
a  reply  postcard  if  his  name  and  address  are  on  the  register. 
Those  who  have  either  of  the  above  certificates  require  no 
other,  says  Mr.  Danckwerts,  K.C.,  and  the  Society  assents. 

Applications  for  agri-horticultural  poisons  licences  continue 
to  flow  in,  but  the  tide  appears  to  have  reached  the  high- 
water  mark.  This  week's  record  of  applications  (p.  674) 
brings  the  total  up  to  344.  We  have  carefully  analysed  the 
occupations  of  the  applicants,  and  give  the  results  in  an  article 
beginning  on  p.  678,  from  which  it  appears  that  the  funda- 
mental plea  for  the  original  inquiry  (farmers  unable  to  get 
sheep-dip)  is  not  sustained,  two-thirds  of  the  applications 
being  for  horticultural  licences.  The  statistics  which  wo 
print  may  assist  in  calming  the  somewhat  hysterical  feeling 
in  certain  circles  that  the  bottom  is  being  knocked  out  of 
pharmacy. 

This  Week's  Correspondence  begins  with  a  letter  in  which 
Mr.  H.  E.  Stevenson,  F.C.S.  (Baiss  Bros.  &  Stevenson,  Ltd.), 
writes  about  chemical  and  drug  businesses  in  the  U.K.  dating 
from  the  seventeenth  century  (p.  692)  ;  this  is  followed  by 
a  protest  from  the  J.  B.  Williams  Co.  about  shaving-sticks, 
then  Mr.  Dunstan  makes  some  pertinent  observations  and 
suggestions  about  poor-law  dispensing,  and  Mr.  W.  Kirkby 
continues  the  stream  of  castor-oil  interest  (p.  693).  Mr.  James 
Haddock  communicates  a  few  constitutional  formulae  of  the 
"patents"  business;  Leicester  chemists  criticise  Mr.  Nut- 
man's  criticism  of  the  local  Association  (p.  694)  ;  more  effec- 
tive organisation  is  advocated  by  other  correspondents,  and 
Mr.  A.  Oglesby  chides  Jay  Mack  about  not  knowing  Balaam's 
ass  as  well  as  he  might  (p.  695). 
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English  News. 

Local  Newspapers  containing:  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Brevities. 

At  the  Bridgend  County  Court  last  week,  the  Hygienic 
Institute  was  ordered  to  pay  5?.  as  damages,  with  costs,  to 
a  collier  for  unskilful  treatment  in  the  extraction  of  teeth. 

An  Order  was  gazetted  on  April  23  that  all  sheep 
(except  those  exempted  by  Article  3  of  the  principal 
Order)  in  the  Dartmoor  district  shall  be  dipped  between 
June  30  and  July  25. 

The  first  of  a  series  of  annual  exhibitions  of  industrial 
chemistry,  including  chemical  products  and  machinery  used 
in  various  processes  of  manufacture,  will  be  held  in  the 
Western  Hall  of  Olyinpia  from  October  14  to  October  23. 

At  Barnsley,  Walter  Copley  (36)  died  from  blood- 
poisoning  caused  by  injuries  sustained  while  attempting 
to  extract  an  aching  tooth  with  a  pair  of  steel  pliers.  In 
drawing  the  tooth  he  tore  away  part  of  his  tongue  and 
injured  his  jaw. 

St.  Thomas  Guardians,  Exeter,  have  decided  that  all 
medicines  and  drugs  required  for  the  workhouse  be  pur- 
chased at  the  Guardians'  expense,  and  be  dispensed  by  the 
medical  officer  for  the  workhouse,  who  would  receive  a  salary 
of  52/.  per  annum. 

The  National  Association  for  the  Prevention  of  Consirmp- , 
tion  is  now  preparing  and  organising  a  Tuberculosis  Ex- 
hibition at  the  Art  Gallery,  High  Street,  Whitechapel, 
which  will  be  opened  on  June  2  by  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board. 

.  The  Sanitary  Committee  of  the  Cornwall  County  Council 
on  April  22  decided  to  point  out  to  the  Board  of  Trade 
that  it  is  desirable  that  all  medicated  wines  should  be 
prominently  labelled  with  the  percentages  of  alcohol  and 
nutriment  that  they  contain. 

The  Eegister  of  Fellows,  Associates,  and  Students,  and 
Part  II.  of  the  "  Proceedings  "  of  the  Institute  of 
■Chemistry,  were  issued  by  the  Institute  at  the  end  of  last 
month.  The  latter  contains  a  full  report  of  the  annual 
general  meeting  and  the  customary  notices. 

At  Leicester  on  April  23,  George  Henry  Gamble,  em- 
ployed as  a  warehouseman  by  Messrs.  E.  H.  Butler  &  Son, 
wholesale  druggists.  High  Street,  was  charged  with 
attempted  suicide.  He  admitted  that  he  had  taken  a  small 
quantity  of  "  dilute  prussic  acid  "  because  he  was  over- 
strained on  account  of  heavy  work,  and  he  thought  "  it 
would  do  him  good."    He  was  discharged. 

At  the  recent  annual  exhibition  of  the  Worcestershire 
Camera  Club,  Mr.  F.  H.  Horniblow.  chemist  and  druggist, 
Sidbury,  Worcester,  was  awarded  the  silver  medal  in  the 
members'  class  for  portraiture  and  figure-study,  with  a 
striking  portrait  of  an  old  labourer  descending  the  steps  of 
a  granary.  Mr.  Horniblow  also  received  honourable 
mention  in  the  Midland  Federation  members'  class  for  a 
picture  entitled  "An  Impression  of  Edinboro'." 

An  outbreak  of  fire,  which  threatened  to  develop  into 
a  serious  conflagration,  commenced  in  the  bottle-room  on 
the  top  floor  of  Messrs.  T.  Howard  Lloyd  &  Co.  's  works 
in  St.  James'  Street,  Leicester,  on  April  27.  The  chief 
danger  apprehended  was  from  the  spirit-rcom,  which  lay 
immediately  below  the  burning  room.  However,  the  fire 
brigade  eventually  succeeded  in  keeping  the  flames  to  the 
place  in  which  they  originated,  and  the  principal  damage 
sustained  was  by  water  (see  p.  683). 

A  somewhat  extraordinary  motor-car  mishap  was  perpe- 
trated at  Lincoln  on  April  26  by  a  four-year-old  chauffeur, 
named  Fred  Baldoek.  The  young  adventurer,  who  had 
previously  ridden  with  the  l'egular  chauffeur  of  a  doctor's 
steam-driven  car,  finding  the  car  standing  empty  in  the 
street,  jumped  in  and,  making  use  of  his  previous  observa- 
tions, started  the  car.  and  scon  attained  a  speed  of  about 
twenty-five  miles  an  hour.  In  his  cource  uu  the  street  a 
milk-float  got  in  the  way  and  the  amateur  'driver  left  his 
charge  hurriedly,  the  car  finishing  up  in  the  window  of 
Mr.  D.  Jones,  chemist,  397  High  Street.  The  framework 
of  the  window  was  torn  out  and  the  shop-front  set  back 
about  four  feet,  wrecking  the  interior  of  the  pharmacy. 


Mr.  Jones  happened  to  occunv  the  only  safe  spot  in  the 
shop.    The  boy  also  escaped  injury. 

Spectacle-maters'  Company. 

A  meeting  of  the  Court  of  this  company  was  held  on 
April  28,  when  the  matter  of  the  future  conduct  of  the 
optical  examinations  was  under  consideration.  It  was 
decided  that  the  next  examination  should  take  place  in 
July,  but  the  settlement  of  other  matters  in  connection 
with  the  scheme  was  deferred  till  the  next  sitting  of  the 
Court,  which  is  to  be  on  May  13. 

British  Optical  Association. 

Examinations  conducted  by  the  Association  were  held  at 
the  Municipal  School  of  Technology,  Manchester,  on 
March  29  and  30,  in  the  Dioptric  and  Fellowship  grades. 
Dr.  Clay,  B.A.,  and  Professor  Haldane  Gee  were  in  charge 
of  the  practical  portion  of  the  examinations,  and  were 
assisted  by  Messrs.  Dunscombe,  Orr,  and  the  President  of 
the  Association.  A  new  feature  of  the  examination  in  the 
Dioptric  grade  was  the  demonstration  by  the  candidate 
of  various  optical  formulae  carried  out  practically  on  optical 
benches,  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Association  by  Pro- 
fessor Reynolds.  The  following  is  the  Pass  List :  Di- 
optric Grade. — S.  E.  Dickson,  Belfast;  D.  E.  Fairgrieve, 
Alnwick;  J.  E.  Gledhill,  Keighley ;  J.  Hall,  Manchester; 
J.  Hartley,  Great  Harwood ;  A.  Harker,  Southport;  K., 
Holden,  Manchester;  W.  H.  Jones,  Abergele;  J.  B.  King, 
Manchester  ;  J.  Eennie,  Blackburn ;  P.  Selby,  Manchester ; 
T.  M.  Titley.  Manchester;  C.  D.  Ward,  Burnley;  A.  E. 
Wilkinson,  Manchester ;  J.  B.  Wood,  Huddersfield.  There 
were  twelve  failures.  Felloioship  Grade. — J.  A.  Scott, 
Liverpool ;  R.  Pickup.  Blackburn ;  J.  D.  McKellen,  Man- 
chester. 

Heat-tests  for  Explosives. 

We  are  officially  informed  that  the  Home  Secretary  has 
appointed  a  Departmental  Committee  to  investigate  and 
report  on  the  best  means  of  standardising  with  greater 
accuracy  than  at  present  the  apparatus  and  materials  em- 
ployed in  the  Abel  heat-test  for  explosives,  and  to  examine 
and  report  on  any  supplementary  test  or  tests  that  may  be 
submitted.  The  Committee  has  been  constituted  as  follows  : 
Major  Aston  Cooper  Key,  H.M.  Chief  Inspector  of  Explo- 
sives (Chairman) ;  Colonel  Sir  Frederick  L.  Nathan,  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Royal  Gunpowder  Factory,  Waltham  Abbey ; 
Captain  A.  P.  H.  Desborough,  H.M.  Inspector  of  Ex- 
plosives ;  Mr.  F.  W.  Jones,  adviser  to  the  New  Explosives 
Co.  and  to  Messrs.  Eley  Bros. ;  Captain  M.  B.  Lloyd,  of 
Messrs.  Curtiss's  &  Harvey ;  Mr.  C.  0.  Lundholm,  of  Messrs. 
Nobel's  Explosives  Co.;  and  Major  J.  H.  Mansell,  R.A., 
Superintendent  of  Research  to  the  Ordnance  Board.  The 
Secretary  of  the  Committee  is  Major  H.  Coningham,  R.A., 
H.M.  Inspector  of  Explosives. 

St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital  Dispensary. 
The  report  of  the  Treasurer  (Lord  Sandhurst)  of  the 
Royal  Hospital  of  St.  Bartholomew  for  the  year  1908  con- 
tains some  interesting  notes  in  regard  to  the  work  of  the 
Dispensary  under  Mr.  Langford  Moore,  the  pharmacist. 
During  the  year  298,938  prescriptions  were  dispensed,  being 
an  average  of  5,748  per  week  and  958  daily.  The  maximum 
weekly  number  was  6,675  and  the  daily  1,418.  The  income 
and  expenditure  account  shows  that  during  the  year 
3,461/.  5s.  2d.  was  spent  in  drugs,  chemicals,  disinfectants, 
etc.  Other  supplies  under  ' '  Surgery  and  Dispensary " 
amounting  to  5,798/.  5s.  The  salaries,  wages,  etc.,  of  the 
dispensing  staff  were  1.614/.  0?.  6d.  From  these  figures 
it  appears  that  the  average  cost  of  each  prescription  was 
4r/.,  which  is  by  no  means  extravagant.  The  Treasurer 
states  that  the  alterations  recently  made  in  the  dispensary 
department  (fully  described  and  illustrated  in  the  C.  <£•  D.) 
have  enabled  considerable  economies  to  be  made  by  manu- 
facturing preparations  on  the  premises  from  their  own 
material,  and  from  the  therapeutical  as  well  as  from  the 
financial  standpoint  it  has  been  proved  that  it  is  in  the 
interest  of  the  Hospital  so  to  manufacture.  The  following 
examples  of  the  economies  effected  are  given  : 
.  The  mineral  waters  consumed  in  the  hospital,  amounting: 
to  30,000  syphons  a.  year,  are  made  on  the  premises  at  a 
cost  of  approximately  It?,  per  dozen  syphons. 

During-  the  twelve  months  3  cwt.  of  tablets  were  manu- 
factured, and  resulted  in  a  saving  in  cost  of  more  than  50 
per  cent. 
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The  use  of  a  still  for  the  recovery  of  alcohol  in  the  manu- 
facture of  tinctures,  etc.,  effects  a  reduction  of  10  per  cent, 
on  the  amount  of  spirit  used. 

There  is  no  explanation  as  to  how  these  economies  were 
effected,  but  we  presume  that  they  simply  represent  ex- 
penditure for  materials,  no  charge  being  made  in  respect 
to  plant,  labour,  and  other  expenses,  which  in  the  case  of 
such  things  as  mineral  waters  constitute  to  the  manufac- 
turer by  far  the  greater  part  of  the  cost.  The  Hospital 
•was  still  unable  last  year  to  meet  its  expenditure,  which 
exceeded  the  income  by  11,447/.  17.?.  lie/.  ;  but  this  is 
1,100/.  less  than  the  deficit  in  1907.  The  total  income  was 
81,681/.  10s.  10(/.,  of  which  66.213/.  6s.  5d.  was  derived 
from  invested  property  and  1,669/.  18s.  from  donations. 
The  Hospital,  unlike  others  in  the  Metropolis,  has  been 
self-supporting  until  the  recent  extensions  were  commenced. 

School-children's  Vision. 

The  school  medical  officer  for  Middlesex  reports  that 
344  out  of  1.818  children  aged  ten  years  and  upwards  (18.9 
per  cent.)  did  not  possess  normal  vision  in  both  eyes,  and 
were  unable  to  read  the  corresponding  Snellen  type  at  a 
distance  of  six  metises.  Of  this  number  120  were  defective 
to  such  a  marked  degree  as  would  interfere  seriously  with 
their  school-work  if  not  attended  to.  In  all  cases  of  de- 
fective vision  the  parents  were  advised  to  obtain  further 
medical  advice,  and  a  partial  inquiry  made  at  some  of  the 
schools  within  a  few  months  of  the  inspection  showed  that 
in  48  per  cent,  of  the  cases  steps  had  been  taken  to  have 
the  .defective  sight  remedied.  The  possible  neglect  of 
parents  to  obtain  suitable  advice  raises  the  question  as  to 
the  need  of  action  being  taken  in  assisting  necessitous 
parents  to  obtain  advice  from  an  oculist  and  to  provide 
suitable  spectacles.  The  medical  officer  states  that  with 
reference  to  hypermetropia  and  astigmatism  more  detailed 
examination  than  testing  with  Snellen's  types  is  desirable 
for  their  satisfactory  discovery.    The  following  conditkms 

:  (apart  from  defects  of  vision)  were  recorded  during  the 
course,  of  the  inspection:  Ciliary  blepharitis  (62  cases), 

.conjunctivitis  (10),  cataract  (following  an  accident)  (2). 

Midland  Notes. 

Mr.  Alfred  Bird,  of  Tudor  Grange,  Solihull,  the  pro- 
'  spective  Unionist  candidate  for  West  Wolverhampton,  has 
been  appointed  Vice-President  of  the  Eoyal  Automobile 
Club. 

Mr.  F.  J.  Liverseege,  F.I.C.,  Ph.C.  the  Birmingham 
public  analyst,  delivered  an  interesting  lecture  on  Monday 
last,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Midland  Counties'  branch  of 
the  Incorporated  Institute  of  Hygiene,  on  "  Food  Adultera- 
tion."   There  was  a  good  and  appreciative  audience. 

A  goodly  number  of  Birmingham  seedsmen  have  applied 
for  Section  2  licences.  A  Council-meeting  of  the  Midland 
Pharmaceutical  Association  was  summoned  last  week  to 
discuss  the  situation.  It  is  rumoured  that  a  legal  repre- 
sentative will  appear  before  the  Watch  Committee  at  the 
proper  time. 

The  vibration  produced  by  a  heavy  traction-engine  pass- 
ing along  the  street  shook  a  number  of  wine-bottles  off  the 
shelf  in  the  window  of  Martyn's  new  branch  drug-stores  in 
Victoria  Street,  Wolverhampton.  The  falling  bottles 
crashed  through  the  window  and  their  contents  caused  con- 
siderable damage  to  the  stock. 

Contracts. 

Hern©  Bay  Urban  Council. — Jeyes,  Ltd.,  for  disinfec- 
tants. 

Folkestone  Town  Council. — The  Sanitas  Co.,  Ltd.,  for 
the  annual  supply  of  disinfectants. 

Battersea  Borough  Council. — H.  Marks  &  Sons,  for  the 
annual  supply  of  sponges  to  the  Works  Department. 

Exeter  City  Council. — Broom,  Beid  &  Co.,  and  Holman, 
Ham  &  Co.,  for  the  supply  of  disinfectants  during  the 
ensuing  twelve  months. 

Barnsley  Education  Committee. — Mr.  E.  Nash,  pharma- 
ceutical chemist,  Barnsley,  for  chemicals  to  the  schools 
during  the  ensuing  year. 

Swindon  Hospital  Board. — Mr.  J.  J.  Shawyer,  chemist 
,and_ druggist,  12  Wood  Street,  Swindon,  for  chemist's  goods 
.during  the  ensuing  six  months. 


Metropolitan  Asylums  Board. — Burgoyne,  Burbidges  & 
Co.,  Arnold  &  Sons,  W.  H.  Bailey  &  Son,  the  Medical 
Supply  Association,  and  S.  Maw,  Son  &  Sons,  for  the  supply 
of  surgical  appliances  to  the  hospitals. 

The  Guildford  Guardians  have  referred  to  the  Visiting 
Committee  the  suggestion  of  the  Guildford  Chamber  of 
Trade  that  the  tenders  for  the  supply  of  drugs,  etc.,  should 
be  thrown  open  to  the  local  chemists  and  druggists  (C.  <C  D., 
April  17,  p.  603). 

The  Marylebone  Borough  Council,  on  the  advice  of  the 
medical  officer,  have  accepted  the  tender  of  the  Sanitas 
Co.,  Ltd.,  for  the  supply  of  Sanitas  soluble  blocks  (3-lb.) 
at  5/.  per  hundred.  The  medical  officer  reported  that  the 
blocks  were  cheaper,  more  soluble,  and  more  suitable  in 
composition  for  street-watering  purposes  than  .those  at 
present  in  use. 

East  Ham  Town  Council. — Burgoyne,  Burbidges  &  Co. 
for  the  annual  supply  of  drugs  to  the  hospital  at  the  follow- 
ing prices  : 

Crushed  linseed,  2s.  Id.  per  14  lb.  ;  p.  glycyrrhizse  co.  B.P., 
3§&.  per  lb.  ;  p.  acid,  boric,  3j(7.  per  lb.  ;  ung.  acid,  boric. 
B.P.,  bid.  per  lb.  ;  acid,  boric,  xtl.,  3i<7.  per  lb.  ;  ol.  olivae,  8±d. 
per  lb.  :  vaseline,  10£fZ.  per  lb.  tin  ;  sp.  vini  meth.,  3s.  per  gal. ; 
lin.  camph.,  Is.  Id.  per  lb.  ;  liq.  ferri  perchlor.,  2d.  per 
lb.  ;  vin.  ipecac,  Is.  id.  per  lb.  ;  ol.  ricini  opt.,  4frZ,  per  lb.  \ 
zinci  oxidum,  Is.  0g(Z.  per  lb.  ;  liq.  strychninte,  Is.  3c/.  per  lb.  ; 
collodium  flexile,  3s.  per  lb ;  tr.  benzoin,  co.,  2s.  6^(7.  per  lb.  ; 
ung.  hydrarg.  animon.,  10c/.  per  lb.  ;  tr.  guaiaci  recens,  2s.  9c7. 
per  lb.  :  ol.  menth.  pip.,  9d.  per  oz. :  bismuth,  carb.,  7s.  6d- 
per  lb.  ;  lanoline  and  cold  cream,  9(7.  per  lb. ;  tabloid  sodii 
salicyl.,  Is.  2±d.  per  bott.  (100)  :  tabloid  pulv.  ipecac,  co.,  %\d. 
(100)';  tabloui  phenacetin  co..  Is.  5(7.  (100);  tabloid  cascara  et 
gentian  co.,  Is.  5(7.  (100);  tabloid  quininse  sulph.,  8^(7.  (100): 
soloid  hyd.  perchlor.,  Is.  2d.  (100);  peptonising  powders,  13s. 
per  doz.  boxes ;  acid  oxalic,  5(7.  per  lb.  ;  extract,  cascarse  sag. 
liq.,  11^(7.  per  lb.  ;  chloroform,  pure  (D.  &  F.'s  ex  S.V.R.), 
Is.  8(7.  pes  bott.  (i-lb.) ;  chloroform  B.P.,  Is.  8(7.  per  lb. ;  ung. 
zinci,  7%d.  per  lb.  ;  glycerin,  8j(7.  per  lb.  ;  glycerin  and  bella- 
donna, Is.  10(7.  per  lb.  ;  cod-liver  oil,  4^(7.  per  lb.  ;  iodoform 
pulv.,  lis.  7^(7.  per  lb.;  potass,  permanganas,  5|c7.  per  lb.: 
pulv.  amyli,  2(7.  per  lb.:  syr.  ferri  phosph.  cq.,  3jf7.  per  lb.; 
seidlit.z  pulv.,  tycl.  per  doz.  ;  ol.  eucalypt.,  Is.  3(7.  per  lb.  :  acid, 
carbolic,  liq.,  7(7.  per  lb.  :  haustus  bromo-chloral.  co.  cone, 
Is.  7(7.  per  lb. 

Buxton  Lime  Firms  Co.,  Ltd.,  for  the  annual  supply  of 
lime  at  18s.  6(7.  per  ton  ;  Gibbs'  Fertilisers,  Ltd.,  for  the 
annual  supply  of  aluminic  and  ferrous  sulphate  at  27.  2s. 
per  ton  (less  2^  per  cent.). 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

The  Kensington  public  analyst  reports  that  'of  eleven 
samples  of  fluid  magnesia  and  four  samples  of  olive  oil,  all 
were  genuine  with  the  exception  of  one  sample  of  each 
product.  The  vendor  of  the  fluid  magnesia,  which  was 
79.3  per  cent,  deficient  in  the  active  ingredient,  is  to  be 
prosecuted,  while  the  retailer  of  the  olive-oil  sample,  whieh 
contained  5  per  cent,  of  sesame  oil,  is  to  be  cautioned. 

The  Holborn  Public  Health  Committee  have  decided 
not  to  support  the  Hammersmith  Borough  Council  in 
making  representations  to  the  Home  Secretary  that  the 
fines  imrjesed  under  these  Acts  are  too  inadequate  to  exert 
a  deterrent  effect  on  offenders  (C.  db  /).,  Feb.  13,  p.  248). 
The  Committee  arrived  at  this  view  from  the  fact  that 
although  500  samples  were  taken  during  the  year,  pro- 
ceedings were  instituted  in  only  seventeen  instances.  The 
fines  ranged  from  2s.  to  20/.,  and  averaged,  with  costs, 
21.  16s.  per  case. 

Sheffield  Notes. 

The  monthly  meeting  of  the  Sheffield  and  District  Branch 
of  the  National  Association  of  Medical  Herbalists  was  held 
at  Mr.  J.  S.  Ward's,  Upperthorpe,  on  April  22.  Mr.  Thomas 
Tildesley  presided,  and  gave  an  address  on  "Lobelia 
inflata." 

The  President  (Mr.  R.  D.  Douglas)  and  the  Hon.  Secre- 
tary (Mr.  J.  B.  Pater)  represented  the  Sheffield  Pharmaceu- 
tical and  Chemical  Society  at  the  funeral  of  Sheffield's 
eminent  ophthalmic,  surgeon,  Mr.  Simson  Snell,  last  week. 
Mr.  Douglas  also  had  the  honour  of  an  invitation  to  attend, 
as  representing  the  Society,  the  reception  and  garden-party 
given  in  connection  with  the  visit  of  the  Prince  and  Princess 
of  Wales  on  Monday  to  open  the  new  library  presented  to 
the  University  by  Mr.  Edgar  Allen. 
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A  Review  of  the  Town. 

At  Hertford  on  April  22,  Charles  Douglas,  of  Hornsey, 
was  remanded  for  inquiries  on  a  charge  of  obtaining,  with 
intent  to  defraud,  25s.  from  Mr.  George  Stuart  Durrant, 
chemist  and  druggist,  1  Old  Cross,  Hertford.  The  accused 
represented  that  he  was  working  up  an  illustrated  review 
of  the  town  for  the  "  St.  James's  Review,"  and  Mr.  Dur- 
rant, in  January  1908,  paid  25-s.,  which  was  half  the  cost, 
for  an  advertisement  to  appear  with  the  review,  on  the 
understanding  that  he  was  to  be  the  only  chemist  in  the 
town  mentioned  therein,  but  the  article  had  not  appeared 
in  November  last.  A  similar  charge  of  obtaining  30.s.  was 
preferred  by  Mr.  Wm.  Alexander  Peake,  chemist  and  drug- 
gist, Fore  Street,  Hertford,  who  also  understood  that  no 
other  chemist's  advertisement  would  appear. 

An  Ounce  Dose  of  Antipyrin. 

An  inquiry  was  held  at  Richmond,  on  April  23,  into  the 
death  of  Mrs.  Ada  J.  Topham  (40),  of  15  Mortlake  Road, 
Kew.  Deceased's  husband  said  his  wife  had  been  in  the 
habit  of  taking  antipyrin.  On  returning  from  the  country, 
where  she  went  to  recuperate  from  an  attack  of  influenza,- 
her  appetite  failed,  and  after  an  attack  of  vomiting,  his 
wife  told  him  that  she  had  again  taken  some  antipyrin 
powder — about  an  ounce — and  some  Beecham's  pills.  She 
continued  to  shiver,  and  died  shortly  afterwards.  Dr. 
Maguire  said  that  death  was  due  to  heart-failure  through 
the  acute  fatty  degeneration  of  the  organs.  The  Coroner 
(Dr.  M.  H.  Taylor)  said  that  it  could  not  be  too  widely 
known  that  antipyrin  was  a  most  dangerous  drug  to  take 
except  under  medical  advice,  while  its  effect  on  the  human 
system  was  most  depressing;  yet  it  was  a  curious  thing 
that  it  could  be  bought  by  anyone  at  any  chemist's  shop. 
However,  he  did  not  think  it  had  anything  to  do  with  the 
woman's  death,  as  she  must  have  been  in  a,  very  bad 
state  of  health  for  a  long  time.  The  jury  returned  a 
verdict  in  accordance  with  the  medical  testimony. 

Composition  and  Sale  of  Chlorodyne. 

In  the  City  Coroner's  Court  on  April  27,  Dr.  Frederick  J. 
Waldo  concluded  his  inquest  with  reference  to  the  death  of 
Emma  Louisa  Lansdell  (3).  The  first  part  of  the  inquiry 
was  reported  in  the  C.  &  D.,  April  10,  p.  550,  and  it  will 
be  remembered  that  one  medical  witness  stated  that  "  death 
was  due  to  heart-failure  following  excitement."  and  another 
that  it  was  due  to  chlorodyne-poisoning.  At  the  resumed 
hearing  Inspector  Hallam  watched  the  case  for  the  police. 
The  first  witness  called  was  Dr.  Frederick  Womack,  analyst 
to  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  who  said  that  he  had 
analysed  the  stomach  contents  and  found  one-seventh  of  a 
grain  of  morphine.  Chloroform  he  failed  to  trace,  as,  being 
volatile,  it  disappeared  after  the  jwst -mortem.  He  dealt 
with  lj  oz.  of  fluid,  and  estimated  the  whole  contents 
at  half  a  pint,  which  would  mean  there  was  a  grain 
of  morphia  in  it.  He  had  also  examined  the  bottle  labelled 
Collis  Browne's  chlorodyne,  and  obtained  a  fresh  bottle  to 
convince  himself.  Quantitatively  he  found  the  morphine 
in  it  to  be  1  to  200.  He  thought  deceased  took  5  oz.  of 
chlorodyne,  equal  to  1  gr.  of  morphia,  and  I5  gr.  had  been 
known  to  kill.  Subsequently  witness  said  that  chlorodyne 
also  contained  cannabis  indica  and  appreciable  traces  of 
prussic  acid.  A  full  dose  was  equal  to  two  drops  of  dilute 
hydrocyanic  acid.  Prussic  acid  was  a  dangerous  poison,  and 
as  it  came  under  Part  I.  it  was  illegal  for  a  chemist  to  sell 
it  unless  he  knew  his  customer  and  got  him  to  sign  for  it. 
The  Coroner  remarked  that  the  public  generally  were  never 
given  a  hint  as  to  what  it  contained,  but  Dr.  Kearney  said  it 
was  stated  on  the  wrapper  that  it  contained  opium.  The 
Coroner  :  But  not  prussic  acid  ?  Dr.  Kearney  :  No,  and  the 
proprietors  have  sent  a  notice  round  to  the  chemists  asking 
them  not  to  ask  customers  to  sign  for  it  as  it  did  not  come 
under  Part  I.  of  the  Pharmacy  Act.  The  Coroner  :  But 
it  does  if  it  contains  prussic  acid  ?  Witness  :  Yes,  certainly. 
Dr.  Green  :  Chlorodyne  does  not  come  under  Part  I.  of 
the  Pharmacy  Act,  as  it  does  not  contain  1  per  cent,  of  mor- 
phia, and,  again,  the  Act  allows  the  sale  of  a  remedy  which 
contains  not  more  than  one-tenth  of  1  per  cent,  of  prussic 
acid.  Dr.  Womack  :  This  would  be  a  little  less.  The 
Coroner  :  Then  it  does  just  escape  the  book,  and  they  save 
their  face?  WTitness  :  Yes,' apparently.  In  answer  to  the 
Coroner,  witness  said  he  did  not  think  such  a  state  of  things 
ought  to  exist,  but  as  to  the  advisability  of  communicating 


with  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  with  a  view  to  having  it 
remedied,  he  did  not  care  to  express  an  opinion.  Dr. 
Withers  Green  at  this  point  had  a  discussion  with  Dr. 
Womack  as  to  what  really  represented  a  fatal  dose  of  mor- 
phine. In  summing  up  to  the  jury  the  Coroner  said  it  did 
not  seem  to  him  to  be  right  that  people  should  be  able  to 
get  these  things  even  from  a  chemist,  unless  the  seller  took 
precautionary  measures.  It  seemed  to  him  that  all  that 
was  necessary  to  say  on  the  label  was  "  chlorodyne  poison," 
although  it -contained  such  deadly  poisons.  It  was  for 
the  jury  to  add  anything  they  liked  to  the  verdict.  The 
Foreman  :  WTe  say  "  accidental  death  "  due  to  an  overdose 
of  chlorodyne.  The  Coroner  :  Taken  in  the  secret  remedy 
chlorodyne ;  I  think  that  is  what  you  mean  ?  The  Fore- 
man :  Yes ;  I  think  that  is  what  we  mean.  Dr.  Green  then 
handed  to  the  Coroner  the  "  Notice  to  Chemists  "  sent  out 
by  Messrs.  Davenport,  asking  them  not  to  get  customers  to 
sign,  which  he  begged  to  be  allowed  to  keep,  and  remarked 
that  all  he  had  to  say  was  that  if  this  contained  prussic 
acid — a  deadly  poison — then  the  poison  register  was  very 
necessary.  In  answer  to  the  Coroner,  Dr.  Womack  said  he 
was  certainly  of  opinion  that  chlorodyne  should  not  be  sold 
except  under  a  doctor's  prescription.  It  was  true  chloro- 
dyne was  used  largely  in  India  and  other  hot  climates  to 
counteract  dysentery,  but  it  had  to  be  remembered  that 
morphia  was  not  necessary  in  it  then,  it  was  the  chloroform 
that  did  the  work.  The  Coroner  :  Something  should  be 
done  to  prevent  the  sale.    The  inquiry  then  closed. 


Irish  News. 

Lacal  Newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting:  to 
tht  Trade  arc  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Personal. 

Mr.  W.  F.  Wells  has  been  co-opted  on  the.  Pembroke 
Urban  Council,  in  place  of  the  late  Mr.  Goodfeller. 

Mr.  J.  Frackleton,  chemist  and  druggist,  Belfast,  has 
been  appointed  a  member  of  the  Select  Vestry  of  Bangor 
parish. 

Mr.  Wm.  C.  Dobbin,  of  the  firm  of  Wm.  Dobbin  &  Co., 
wholesale  druggists,  North  Street,  Belfast,  has  been 
appointed  a  member  of  the  Select  Vestry  of  the  parish  of 
St.  Barnabas,  Belfast. 

Mr.  G.  Wilson,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Belfast,  has 
passed  with  distinction  the  Second  Professional  examina- 
tion of  the  Conjoint  Board  of  the  Colleges  of  Surgeons  and 
Physicians  in  Ireland. 

At  the  Dublin  University,  on  April  22,  the  B.A.  degree 
was  conferred  on  Mr.  R.  Stafford  Conyngham,  youngest 
son  of  Mr.  H.  Conyngham.  The  young  graduate  is  also 
a  good  athlete,  being  in  the  first  football  team  of  the 
College,  and  he  is  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Dublin  Swimming 
Club. 

Business  Changes. 

Mr.  John  McClelland,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Main 
Street,  Ballyshannon,  has  opened  new  premises  in  the  same 
thoroughfare. 

Mr.  John  Francis-  Jessop,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  has 
purchased  the  business  at  Dolphin's  Barn,  Dublin,  which 
was  conducted  as  a  branch  establishment'  by  Mr.  A. 
Farrington,'  Cornmarket,  Dublin. 

Mr.  P.  T.  J.  W.  Cosgraye,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  has 
recently  purchased  the  branches  of  Leonard's  Medical 
Hall  at  38  Wexford  Street  and  28  James  Street,  Dublin. 
Mr.  Cosgrave  holds  the  position  of  dispenser  in  Peter's 
Street  Dispensary,  Dublin,  and  formerly  managed  one  of 
Leonard's  branches. 

Mr.  T.  J.  Montgomery,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  has 
taken  over  the  branch  of,  Leonard's  Medical  Hall,  at 
76  Dame  Street,  Dublin.  Mr.  Montgomery  served  his 
apprenticeship  with  Mr.  A.  Farrington,  and  has  been  in 
charge  of  Mr.  Farrington's  branch  at  Dolphin's  Barn  for 
a  number  of  years. 

Fires.  v  '. 

On  April  23  the  fire-brigade  was  summoned  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  Messrs.  Wm.  Dobbin  &  Co.,  druggists,  North 
Street,  Belfast.     Clouds  of  smoke  were  rising  from  part 
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of  the  building  behind  the  shop,  and  it  was  thought  that 
another  big  fire  was  starting.  Fortunately,  the  fire,  due 
to  the  ignition  of  a  quantity  of  straw,  was  extinguished 
before  much  damage  was  done. 

Another  outbreak  on  the  premises  of  a  wholesale  druggist 
took  place  on  April  24,  when  the  establishment  of  Messrs. 
Wm.  Woods  &  Co.,  wholesale  druggists,  Waring  Street, 
was  found  to  be  in  flames.  The  stock  was  badly  damaged 
by  fire  and  water,  but  the  fire  was  prevented  from  spreading 
to  the  premises  of  Mr.  W.  J.  Rankin,  chemist,  which  they 
overlook.  The  offices  of  the  Chemists  and  Druggists' 
Society  of  Ireland,  which  are  also  close  by,  escaped  un- 
injured. 

Messrs.  John  Clarke  &  Co.,  wholesale  druggists,  whose 
fine  premises  in  Corporation  Street,  Belfast,  were  burnt 
down  on  April  20  (see  C.  <L-  D.,  April  24,  p.  620),  are  carrying 
■on  business  temporarily  at  their  stores  in  Lagan  View 


Street.  The  burnt-out  premises  were  insured  for  3.000/., 
the  stock  for  10,000/.  The  insurance  is  spread  over  five 
companies.  Rebuilding  operations  will  be  commenced  as 
soon  as  possible,  but  it  is  expected  that  the  outer  walls  will 
have  to  be  pulled  down.  The  photograph  by  Mr.  A.  R. 
Hogg,  R.D.,  which  we  reproduce  shows  that  ,the  front  wall 
alonte  of  the  building  remains. 

Drug-contracts. 

Messrs.  J.  Clarke  &  Co.  claim  9/.  10s.  from  the  Dundalk 
Guardians  on  account  of  unreturned  empties.  The  matter 
has  been  referred  to  the  medical  officers. 

Messrs.  Sumner  &  Co.,  Liverpool,  were  appointed  con^ 
tractors  for  surgical  appliances  to  the  Kells  Board  of 
■Guardians  in  place  of  Mr.  White,  who  has  "  cried  off." 

The  Roscrea  Guardians  have  obtained  the  consent  of  the 
L.G.B.  to  the  award  of  the  drug,-contract  to  Messrs.  J. 
"Clarke  &  Co.,  whose  abatement  was  37'^  per  cent.,  against 
-38  per  cent,  offered  by  Messrs.  Sumner  &  Co. 

The  Tuam  Guardians  expressed  resentment  against  the 
L.G.B.  for  informing  Mr.  White,  Sligo,  that  he  may  not 
accept  the  contract  for  surgical  appliances.  The  Guardians 
think  the  L.G.B.  should  have  written  to  them  first. 

Mr.  P.  Fielding,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  60  St.  Patrick 
.Street,  Cork,  has  obtained  the  following  contracts  :  Cork 
District  Lunatic  Asylum;  Mercy  Hospital,  Cork;  North 
Charitable  Infirmary  ;  and  County  and  City  General  Hos- 
pital. 

The  Tobercurry  Guardians  are  trying  to  persuade  Mr. 
White,  Sligo,  to  sign  his  contract-bond,  but  Mr.  White 
wants  to  cancel  the  provisional  contract.  At  the  last  meet- 
ing a  letter  from  Mr.  White,  which  was  characterised  as 
soft  soap,  tame  before  the  Guardians. 

Mr.  Boyers'  contract  with  the  Sligo  Guardians  is  still  a 
bone  of  contention  between  the  Guardians  and  the  L.G.B. 
The  latter  state  that  to  allow  tenders  to  be  amended  after 
.they  have,  been  opened  would  stifle  competition.  The 
Guardians  reply  that  as  the  rates  would  not  suffei',  there 
would  be  no  unfairness.  i  '  .„..., 


Compounder's  Salary. 

At  Belfast  Board  of  Guardians  last  week,  a  letter  was 
read  from  the  Local  Government  Board  declining  to  sanc- 
tion the  increase  of  salary,  from  120/.  to  130/.,  granted  to 
Mr.  Joseph  Ritchie,  pharmaceutical  chemist  and  com- 
pounder at  the  Rumford  Street  Dispensary.  The  letter 
pointed  out  that  under  the  scale  Mr.  Ritchie  is  only  entitled 
to  a  5/.  increase.  The  Board  agreed  to  accept  the  L.G.B. 's 
decision,  although  Mr.  Ritchie  was  not  appointed  under 
the  scale. 

Sale  of  Wines  by  Chemists. 

The  Excise  department  at  Belfast  is  insisting  that 
Belfast  chemists  should  withdraw  from  sale  all  dutiable 
wines  between  the  hours  of  10  o'clock  Saturday  night  and 
7  o'clock  Monday  morning.  Many  chemists  have  agreed 
to  do  this,  in  other  cases  it  has  only  been  done  under 
protest,  and  in  some  cases  the  parties  have  consulted  the 
Revenue  Superviser,  who  asks  that  all  wines  such  as  port, 
Burgundy,  etc.,  be  withdrawn,  but  that  medicated  wines 
need  not  be  so  treated  when  they  contain  a  given  per- 
centage of  quinine  or  other  medicament  . 


Scots  News. 

Local  Newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting  to 
the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Aberdeen  and  the  North. 

A  Union  Street  (Aberdeen)  drug-store  has  started 
closing  on  Wednesday  afternoons  at  5  p.m.  Is  this  in- 
dicative of  a  general  movement? 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Central  Scottish  Association 
of  Aerated-water  Manufacturers  was  held  in  Inverness  on 
April  22,  Mr.  Henry  Blackwood,  Dundee,  presiding.  Mr. 
Blackwood  was  elected  President  for  the  ensuing  year,  and 
Mr.  John  Chalmers,  of  Wm.  Leitch  &  Co.,  Edinburgh,  was 
elected  Vice-President.  Mr.  James  Ballantine,  Perth,  was 
reappointed  Scretary  and  Treasurer. 

~Mr.  James  Sangster,  Millbreck,  Mintlaw  (who  has 
purchased  the  business  of  Mr.  John  Milne,  chemist, 
Fetterangus) ,  has  obtained  a  transfer  of  the  grocery  licence 
for  the  premises.  During  the  hearing  of  the  application 
Mr.  McEwan,  one  of  the  Justices,  remarked  that  Mr. 
Sangster  would  not  be  able  to  sell  drugs  on  Sunday,  and  the 
Chairman  added  that  the  Act  of  Parliament  was  absolute 
on  that  point.  The  way  this-  had  been  got  over  was  that 
chemists  who  had  the  licence  took  drugs  into  their  own 
houses,  and  dispensed  from  there  on  Sundays. 

The  balance-sheet  of  the  Northern  Co-operative  Co.,  Ltd., 
Aberdeen,  for  the  eight  months  ended  February  28,  1909, 
has  just  been  issued,  so  as  to  facilitate  an  arrangement 
for  payment  of  dividend  half-yearly  instead  of  annually 
as  formerly.  In  the  following  comparison  the  figures  for 
1909  relative  to  the  drug-department  have  been  increased 
by  one-third  (representing  four  months)  : 
Turnover  Net  profit 

£     s.    (I.  £ 

1907  ...  1,402  18   ii       402   7    3-i  (one  drue  shop) 

1908  ...  1,237  19   2i      322   0   6  (an  extra  shop  part  year) 

1909  ...  1,782    7   84      309  18    2  (two  snops) 

From  the  net  profit  has  to  be  paid  the  dividend  on  purchase 
amount,  viz.  : 

s.  rf. 
5  9 
0  4 
4  2 

Out  of  this  balance  has  to  be  paid  interest  on  share-capital 
at  the  fixed  rate  of  5  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  a  propor- 
tionate share  of  the  general  management  and  secretarial 
expenses,  with  directors'  remuneration  amounting  in  1908 
to  3,706/.  5s.  %ci.,  and  in  1909  to  3,387'/.  13s.  5r/. 

Dundee. 

A  committee  of  Dundee  Parish  Council  has  recommended 
the  acceptance  of  Messrs.  Davidson  &  Gray's  (Nethergate) 
tender  for  drugs  for  the  year' ending  May  15,  1910. 

Great  efforts  are  being  made  by  the  new  Association  of 
Pharmacists  in  Dundee  to  get  chemists'  shops  closed ,  on 
Wednesdays  at  3  p.m.  for  the  day.  Some  doctors  who  do  not 
dispense  medicines  are  asking  if  they  are  to  be  compelled 


1907. ..Rate  3/1  on  £1 
1908.. .Rate  3/2  on  £1 
1909... Rate  3/2  on  £1 


£ 

216 
196 

282 


leaving  balance 


£  s. 
Ifc6  1 
126  0 
27  14 


i 
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to  take  up  dispensing.  The  question  is  an  interesting  one 
in  view  of  the  discussion  at  .Newcastle  Conference  as  to 
whether  dispensing  should  be  confined  to  pharmacists. 
"Are  the  Dundee  delegates  to  maintain  the  negative?" 
asks  a  correspondent. 

Bottle  and  Syphon  Exchange. 
At  the  Dunfermline  Court  on  April  22,  George  Butchart, 
aerated-water  manufacturer,  St.  Margaret's  Street,  Dun- 
fermline, was  fined  by  Sheriff  Shennan  10?.,  with  the  option 
of  twenty  days'  imprisonment,  for  contempt  of  Court  and 
breach  of  interdict.  The  petitioners  were  the  Perth  and 
District  Aerated-water  Manufacturers  and  Bottlers'  Trade 
Defence  Association,  and  the  charge  was  that  the  respon- 
dent, in  a  breach  of  interdict,  forcibly  entered  the  prose- 
cutors' local  bottle-exchange  on  January  28,  and,  without 
the  consent  of  the  petitioners,  and  without  paying  or 
tendering  payment  of  the  dues  in  respect  of  them,  removed 
203  doz.  bottles  and  eleven  syphons. 

Edinburgh. 

"Pharmacist"  is  beginning  to  appear  on  the  signs  of 
several  shops. 

The  holiday  week  gave  a  good  start  to  the  sale  of  photo- 
graphic apparatus. 

"  Inman's  Great  Stocktaking  Sale"  commenced  on 
April  26,  and  is  to  continue  for  a  fortnight.  The 
majority  of  the  toilet  articles  are  reduced  3d.  in  the  shil- 
ling ;  cotton-wool  is  advertised  at  Q^cl.  and  Is.  l^cl.  per 
l  ib.  roll. 

At  a  sale  of  druggists'  sundries  and  photographic  goods 
held  in  Messrs.  Lyon  &  Turnbull's  auction  rooms  at  George 
Street  on  April  24,  very  few  bargains  were  evident,  per- 
fumes and  soap  fetching  high  prices.  Only  a  few  chemists 
were  present.  One  dozen  bars  of  carbolic  soap  sold  for 
6s.,  two  dozen  soiled  soaps  realised  3s.  8d.,  while  a  dozen 
6d.  brilliantine  was  bought  for  5s. ;  eight  Is.  perfumes  went 
for  6s.,  and  two  6d.  perfumes  actually  realised  2s.  The 
prices  per  dozen  of  the  following  were  :  Wrist-straps 
(4J,  doz.),  2s.  6d.  ;  Mirella  gold-paint  (5  doz.),  2s.; 
Zillon,  3s. ;  Mennen's  toilet-powder,  3s. ;  Nurserin-e  (Auc- 
tioneer :  "  This,  ladies,  is  a  sort  of  Keating's  Powder,  and 
very  useful  at  this  season  for  killing  moths,  etc.")  (4g  doz.). 
Is.  Two  hanging  carboys  (3-gal.),  described  by  the  auc- 
tioneer as  worth  "  eleven  guineas  each,"  sold  for  50s.,  and 
five  enemas  and  one  Whirling  Spray  were  knock/ed  down  for 
3s.  By  skilfully  comparing  the  advantages  of  Koko  with 
the  inconvenience  of  wearing  false  hair  the  auctioneer  con- 
trived to  obtain  Is.  6d.  each  for  soiled  Koko. 

Edinburgh  Co-operative  Drug  Stores. 
The  question  of  the  opening  of  a  new  drug-store  in  con- 
nection with  St.  Cuthbert's  Co-operative  Association,  Ltd., 
Edinburgh,  was  discussed  at  the  half-yearly  meeting  of 
the  Association,  held  in  the  Music  Hall  there  on  April  22. 
Mr.  Peter  Bennet,  the  Chairman,  said,  in  reply  to  a 
question,  they  had  been  in  negotiation  with  regard  to  a 
shop  in  Elm  Road,  but  the  Committee  found  it  was  not 
suitable  for  their  purpose.  The  Committee  were  looking 
out  for  a  shop  in  that  neighbourhood,  and  would  take  a 
suitable  one.  The  member  who  asked  the  question  hoped 
the  Committee  would  hurry  up.  They  must  remember 
that  they  had  not  a  monopoly  of  any  disease.  Another 
member  voiced  his  disapproval  of  the  action  of  the  Com- 
mittee in  coming  to  a  settlement  in  the  fly-blister  case. 
Another  claim  was  now  against  them.  If  they  had  fought 
the  case  it  might  have  cost  them  more  than  501. ,  but  it 
would  perhaps  have  stopped  other  claims.  The  Chairman 
said  that  in  settling  the  case  they  proceeded  on  the  advice 
of  counsel,  and  the  Committee  were  unanimously  of 
opinion  that  that  was  the  best  way  out  of  it. 

Glasgow. 

Mr.  T.  F.  Armstrong,  chemist  and  druggist,  is  to  open 
a  pharmacy  in  Cathcart  Road,  Mount  Florida. 

Mr.  David  Robb,  chemist  and  druggist,  late  of  South 
Africa,  has  been  engaged  as  manager  of  the  Whiteinch 
branch  of  Mr.  T.  Macmaster,  chemist  and  druggist,  Partick. 

The  football  match  between  Glasgow  chemists  and  Edin- 
burgh Pharmacy  Athletic  Club  took  place  at  Glasgow  on 
Saturday,  April  24,  resulting  in  a  win,  for  Edinburgh  by 
five  goals  to  two.  After  the  match,  a.  substantial:  supper 
wae  served  in  the  Royal  Restaurant,  Mr.  J.  l^j-Gilmour.  pre- 


siding, and  a  pleasant  evening  was  spent  in  song  and  recita- 
tion, Messrs.  Stevenson,  Rankin,  Fordyse,  Margach,. 
McHugh,  Hannah,  Shater,  Jamieson,  Graham,  and  Erentz. 
contributing  to  the  programme.  Mr.  C.  Dickson  acted  as 
pianist  with  acceptance. 

Personal. 

Mr.  Robert  Sinclair,  chemist,  Falkirk,  has  been  appointed' 
to  fill  a  vacancy  in  the  local  Town  Council. 

Mr.  Alexander  Fraser,  J. P.,  pharmacist,  has  been  re- 
turned as  a  member  of  the  West  Linton  ( Peeblesshire}! 
School  Board. 

The  Wigtown  County  Licensing  Court  last  week  refused 
to  transfer  to  Mr.  Roderick  Macrae,  chemist  and  druggist,. 
51  Victoria  Street,  Newton  Stewart,  the  certificate  pre- 
viously held  by  his  predecessor,  Mr.  J.  P.  Wilkie. 

Mr.  F.  C.  Ritchie,  Langholm,  was  admitted  a  Licentiate 
in  Dental  Surgery  at  the  April  examinations  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons,  Edinburgh.  Mr.  Ritchie  is  the- 
youngest  -son  of  the  late  Mr.  A.  W.  Ritchie,  chemist  and: 
dentist,  Market  Place.  Langholm. 


French  News. 

(From  the  "  C.  &  D."  Paris  Correspondent.) 


Obituary. — The  death  occurred  on  April  24,  at  Cannes,, 
of  M.  Georges  Lefebvre,  President  of  the  Paris  Chamber 
of  Commerce.  M.  Lefebvre,  who  was  fifty-five  years  of  age,, 
occupied  a  prominent  position  in  Paris  as  a  chemical  mer- 
chant, and  was  an  expert  on  many  trade  questions. 

Artificial  Syrups. — An  official  decree  has  just  beeni 
issued  concerning  the  repression  of  fraud  in  the  manufacture 
and  sale  of  syrups  and  liqueurs.  The  decree  gives  defini- 
tions for  these  preparations,  and  indicates  what  ingredient* 
they  may  contain.  The  object  is  to  prevent  the  sale  of  pre- 
parations artificially  flavoured  and  coloured  with  deleterious 
substances. 

British  Chamber  of  Commerce. — The  annual  report  of 
the  Chamber  shows  that  it  has  474  members,  of  whom  223 
reside  in  Paris,  the  remaining  251  being  in  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland.  The  past  year  has  seen  a  great  deal  of  work 
undertaken  an  I  accomplished  by  the  Chamber;  the  most 
important  items  being  opposition  to  the  proposed  new 
Customs  tariff,  action  regarding  the  fraudulent  uses  of 
British  trade-marks  on  the  Continent,  and  the  Franco- 
Canadian  Convention. 

The  Deadly  Microbe. — Lest  any  enterprising  British- 
pharmacist,  on  the  look-out  for  a  new  line,  should  apply  to- 
me  for  samples  of  the  reading-mask  as  worn  at  the  Biblio- 
theque  Nationale  by  the  students  of  old  books  and  manu- 
scripts to  prevent  the  inhalation  of  disease  germs  (vide. 
"  Philadelphia  Bulletin  "),  I  may  perhaps  as  well  state  that 
a  friend  holding  a  reader's  ticket  is  unable  to  bear  out  the 
American  journal's  assertion  that  "in  the  great  French 
library  masked  readers  are  as  common  as  masked  motorists- 
on  the  boulevards." 

The  "Arbitration.  Committee"  of  the  General  Associa- 
tion of  French  Pharmacists  is  one  of  the  newer  (but  not  one 
of  the  least  interesting)  offshoots  or  departments  of  the- 
General  Association  of  French  Pharmacists.  It  is  composed 
of  twenty  members,  twelve  of  whom  are  annually  chosen 
by  the  Association,  the  other  eight  representing  the  various 
groups  of  manufacturers — the  "Premium"  group,  which' 
works  in  the  "Lorette"  system,  the  "Ticket"  group, 
which  adopts  a  slightly  different  method  of  price-protec- 
tion. This  committee  receives  and  examines  all  complaints 
referring  to  unduly  cut  prices,  whether  offered  by  news- 
paper advertisement,  price  list,  or  circular;  also  all  dis- 
guised reductions  in  the  form  of  presents,  bounties,  dis- 
counts, commissions,  cash-register  tickets,  trading-stamps, 
return  of  empty  bottles,  etc.  Any  person  who  infringes 
regulations  is  refused  payment  of  what  is  due  to  him  as 
"  premiums"  or  "tickets,"  but  such  steps  are  hot  taken 
without  proper  proofs,  or,  if  the  delinquent  belongs  to  an 
association  (syndicate),  without  consulting  the  president  of 
the  said  association.  The  sale  of  medicaments  at  special' 
prices  by  manufacturers  to  medical  men  for  their  own 
personal  use  is  not  objected  to.  but  the  dispensing  doctors- 
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'(tolerated  by  the  French  law  in  out-of-the-way  districts 
where  no  pharmacies  exist)  are  expected  to  respect  the 
rules  laid  down  for  pharmacists  as  to  price-protection,  etc. 
Pharmacists  who  have  accepted  tenders  for  supplying 
'medicaments  to  hospitals  are  also  allowed  to  furnish  at 
minimum  prices. 


Canadian  News. 

(From  the  "  C.  &  D."  Correspondent.) 

Antimony  Smelting. — Canada  has  the  distinction  of 
working  the  first  antimony  smelter  on  this  continent.  The 
^Canadian  Antimony  Co.  have  started  a  new  smelter  at 
Lake  George,  York  County,  New  Brunswick,  which  has  an 
•output  of  12  tons  a  day.  Hitherto  the  ore  has  been 
•  concentrated  and  shipped  to  a  distance  to  be  treated. 

Chandler  Mas  sey  Co. — Mr.  Oscar  AVade,  assignee 
■  of  Toronto,  has  accepted  the  tender  of  Mr.  J.  H.  Horsey, 
Montreal,  of  $42,000  for  the  stock-in-trade  (surgical  in- 
struments and  chemicals)  of  the  Chandler  Massey  Co.,  who 
have  been  in  business  in  Toronto  for  a  number  of  years. 
The  assets  of  the  firm  aggregate  $120,000,  while  the 
liabilities  were  about  $100,000. 


Australasian  News. 

The  fullest  information  regarding-  the  Australasian  drug-trade  and 
pharmacy  is  given  in  "The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  Austral- 
asia," copies  of  which  can  be  obtained  at  6d.  each,  post  frc  >, 
from  the  office  of  "The  Chemist  and  Druggist,"  42  Cannon 
Street,  London,  E.C. 


The  Commonwealth. 

Importing  Proprietaries. — A  circular  issued  by  the 
.Department  of  Customs  on  March  8  states  that  the 
wrappers,  etc.,  accompanying  Sweeting's  toothache-elixir 
<iM.  Sweeting,  Knaresborough),  Blair's  gout  and  rheumatic 
pills  (Prout  &  Harsant,  London),  and  "  Antexema " 
granules  (Antexema  Co.,  London)  contain  extravagant 
■claims  as  to  curative  properties.  The  importer  was  in- 
formed that  (1)  the  goods  may  be  exported,  or  (2)  the 
goods  may  be  delivered  upon  removal  and  destruction  of 
all  objectionable  matter  and  upon  full  compliance  with  the 
requirements  of  the  Act  and  regulations.  Permission  was 
also  granted  to  bond  the  goods  pending  receipt,  of  new 
labels,  etc.,  with  the  objectionable  matter  deleted,  such 
labels,  etc.,  to  be  submitted  for  approval  before  delivery 
of  the  goods.  This  action  is  based  on  the  Commerce  (Trade 
Descriptions)  Act,  Section  9.  This  power  has  been  exer- 
cised by  the  Customs  Department  in  a  number  of  instances. 
In  one  case,  where  an  ingredient  was  mentioned  in  the 
name  but  could  not  be  found  in  the  article,  and  many  ex- 
travagant claims  were  made,  the  Department  were  reluc- 
tant to  allow  the  goods  even  to  be  re-exported,  and  stated 
that  if  any  more  were  brought  into  Australia  the  importer 
"would  certainly  be  prosecuted.  Dutch  drops  must  now  be 
imported  without  the  usual  wrappers,  simply  with  a  plain 
label.  Boshee's  German  syrup,  Green's  August-tlower, 
Lieber's  balsam,  Kiesow's  "Essence  of  Life,"  Altona 
drops,  and  sulphur  bitters  have  all  been  stopped  in  addi- 
tion to  the  lines  mentioned  above. 

New  South  Wales. 

The  Amending  Poisons  Bill  ■will  not  be  allowed  to 
pass  without  serious  criticism  from  the  storekeepers.  At 
the  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Country  Storekeepers'  Asso- 
ciation on  February  17  the  Bill  was  discussed,  especially 
the  provision  regulating  the  grant  of  poison-licences.  A 
limit  of  the  quantity  that  can  be  sold  is  fixed.  The  Secre- 
tary said  he  had  interviewed  several  members  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  it  was  suggested  that  a  circular  should  be  eent 
'to  all  members  of  the  committee  requesting  them  to  inter- 
view their  local  members  of  Parliament. 

Wages  Board. — Judge  Heydon  gave  his  decision  in  the 
Industrial  Court  on  March  18  in  regard  to  the  appointment 
of  members  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Shop  Assistants'  Wages 
Board  (see  C.  Ji-  D.,  April  24,  p.  650).  He  recommended  the 
-appointment  of  Mr.  F.  Bowen  and  Mr.  Hedley  H.  Davey. 


The  last-named  is  Secretary  of  the  Pharmacists'  Assistants' 
Association.  In  the  course  of  the  decision  Judge  Heydon 
said  there  appear  to  be  about  800  working  pharmacists  in 
New  South  Wales.  About  350  are  masters  owning  their  busi- 
nesses, and  about  450  work  as  assistants.  There  is  a  mutual 
relationship  in  this  business  entirely  different  from  that 
which  prevails  between,  say,  shearers  and  squatters,  coal- 
miners  and  colliery  proprietors,  or  wharf-labourers  and 
shipowners,  and  it  is  natural  to  find  a  feeling  of  sympathy 
and  community  of  interest,  and  similarity  of  view — a  feel- 
ing, in  short,  of  comradeship  and  identity  of  class — in  one 
case  which  it  would  be  just  as  strange  to  find  in  the  other. 
It  appears  that  a  large  number  of  chemists'  assistants  are 
actually  opposed  to  the  realisation  of  the  ideals  which  are 
ordinarily  associated  with  trades-unionism.  His  Honour 
thought  these  people  were  entitled  to  be  heard,  and  that 
they  should  not  be  penalised  because  they  are  in  sympathy 
with  their  employers.  The  next  question  was  whether  he 
should  act  upon  the  recommendations  of  these  two  bodies 
or  delay,  in  order  to  consult  the  outside  members.  His 
Honour  thought  he  need  not  wait.  He  had  been  informed, 
on  behalf  of  the  proprietors,  that  the  natural  division  of 
the  industry  is  between  the  large  companies  and  the  small, 
or  comparatively  small,  shops,  attended  to  by  their  own 
proprietors.  This  exactly  agreed  with  the  manner  in  which 
the  employes  are  distributed  in  the  union  and  the  Phar- 
macists' Assistants'  Association. 

iV  w  Zealand. 

A  Medical  Act  Amendment  Bill,  on  the  lines  of  Aus- 
tralian Medical  Acts,  has  been  prepared  for  introduction 
into  Parliament.  A  resolution  supporting  this  movement 
was  carried  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  British  Medical 
Association.  The  Bill  provides  a  Medical  Board  with 
powers  to  conduct  its  duties  under  confirmation  of  the 
Go  vernor-in- Council.  In  a  discussion  at  which  the 
Minister  for  Public  Health  (Hon.  D.  Buddo)  was  present, 
Dr.  Mason  proposed  that  a  clause  should  be  inserted  in 
the  Act  to  the  following  effect  : 

A  person  shall  be  deemed  to  take  and  use  a  title,  name, 
style,  or  description  who  advertises,  exhibits,  or  holds  out, 
or  is  party  to  the  exhibition,  advertisement,  or  holding  out. 
of  any  title,  name,  or  description  of,  or  concerning,  any 
institution,  company,  association,  body,  place,  or  premises, 
whereby  it  is  directly  or  indirectly  expressed  or  implied 
that  medicine  or  surgery  is  practised  there,  or  who  carries 
on  or  is  party  to  the  carrying  on,  by  or  at  any  such  institu- 
tion, or  under  or  in  connection  with  such  institution,  com- 
pany, association,  body,  place,  or  premises,  the  practice  of 
medicine  or  surgery,  or  any  branch  of  medicine  or  surgery. 
Some  pharmacists  have  thought  that  this  will  infringe 
their  privileges,  but  apparently  it  is  only  directed  against 
those  who  hold  themselves  out  to  practise  medicine  or 
surgery,  and  is  not  so  drastic  as  the  section  already  in 
force  in  the  Medical  Acts  of  almost  all  the  States. 

Queensland. 

Eeciprocity. — One  of  the  last  things  done  in  the  in- 
terests of  reciprocity  by  Mr.  E.  Charles  Blake  was  an 
analysis  of  the  figures  on  the  Queensland  Pharmaceutical 
Register.  Many  chemists  had  been  placed  upon  the  Re- 
gister as  having  been  registered  under  the  Medical  Act  of 
1867.  Mr.  Blake  went  through  the  registers  of  the 
Medical  Board,  and  found  that  the  226  on  the  Register 
for  1908  could  be  distributed  as  follows  : 

Medical  Board  Testimonials,  1861-82   50 

Medical  Board  Examination,  1882-85   10 

Pharmacy  Board  Examination,  1886-1908  ...  120 

Other  Boards'  Examinations  :       ••■  37 

Other  Registration  without  Examination   .  .  a 


Japanese  Jottings. 

The  Sankyo  Shokai,  Tokyo,  have  removed  to  the  new 
premises  which  have  been  constructed  on  the  lines  of  an 
American  pharmacy. 

The  Manufacturing  Chemists  of  Osaka  have  petitioned 
the  Government  to  reduce  the  duty  on  imported  alcohol, 
and,  to  replace  the  loss,  of  revenue  thus  occasioned,  to  in- 
crease the  import  tax  on  refined  chemicals. 
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South  African  News. 

(From  the  "  C.  &  D."  Correspondents.) 


Cape  Colony. 

The  Medical  and  Pharmacy  Acts. — At  the  First 
Criminal  Court,  Cape  Town,  on  March  30,  Oscar  Eugenio 
Reveira  was  fined  257.,  or  in  default  two  months'  imprison- 
ment, for  practising  as  a  medical  practitioner  in  Cape 
Colony  without  a  licence.  The  case  had  occupied  the 
Court  on  several  occasions.  The  police  evidence  showed 
that  various  wholesale  chemists  and  surgical-appliance 
manufacturers  had  refused  to  supply  accused  owing  to  his 
name  not  being  on  the  official  register.  Defendant,  in 
'evidence,  said  he  held  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Medi- 
cine of  the  University  of  Chili,  and  had  been  attached  to 
various  corps,  during  which  time  he  acted  in  a  medical 
capacity. — At  Mossel  Bay  on  March  26,  George  Henry  Ray- 
mond paid  a  fine  of  20/.  for  a  similar  offence.  Accused  had 
recently  a  similar  conviction  recorded  against  him  in  Cape 
Town. 

Orange  River  Colony. 

Business  Change — Dr.  Friedman,  proprietor  of  the 
Central  Pharmacy,  Bloemfontein,  announces  that  Mr. 
J.  Friedman,  his  manager  for  a  number  of  years,  has  now 
taken  the  business  over  on  his  own  account. 


Pharmaceutical  Society  ol  Cape  Colony. 

Another  special  general  meeting  of  this  Society  was  held 
at  the  Y.M.C.A.  Rooms,  Cape  Town,  on  April  1,  to  hear 
the  report  on  the  Referendum  re  Stamp  Act,  which  had  been 
recently  submitted  to  every  chemist  on  the  Cape  Colony 
register.  Mr.  W.  Froembling  occupied  the  chair,  and  among 
those  present  were  Messrs.  J.  S.  North  and  F.  C.  Mathew 
(Vice-Presidents),  J.  Jones,  J.  Austin  Thomas,  J. P.,  J. 
Patterson  (Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.),  T.  W.  Tullet,  R.  S. 
Cheetham,  L.  West  (Allen  &  Hanburys),  H.  E.  Cope,  H.  S. 
Pollexfen,  J.  Clayton  Smith  (Heynes,  Mathew  &  Co.),  C. 
Merry,  E.  Scaife  (Lennon,  Ltd.),  D.  Craig,  N.  McKay,  H.  R. 
Peck,  J.  Sowden,  J.  Francis,  A.  E.  A.  Tothill,  R.  A.  Harpur, 
G.  Cleghorn,  W.  James,  and  J.  Dell  (Secretary).  Letters  and 
telegrams  were  read  from  up-country  members  wishing  the 
meeting  every  success  in  their  efforts.  The  President  said 
the  committee  had  sent  out  330  papers  and  had  received  182 
replies,  which,  considering  that  many  whose  names  were  :on 
the  register  had  left  the  Colony,  might  be  regarded  as.  a 
fairly  represent ative  vote.  The  voting  had  resulted  as 
follows : 

In  favour  of  the  repeal  of  the  Act,  133. 

In  favour  of  amending  it,  42. 

In  favour  of  the  Act  as  it  stands,  7. 

From  a  resume  of  the  letters  which  the  President  read  from 
those  in  favour  of  amendments  it  was  evident  that  the 
majority  thought  that  everything  imported  should  be  taxed. 
Mr.  Tothill  and  Mr.  North  thought  the  Press  representatives 
present  should  have  access  to  the  letters,  but  Mr.  Sowden  held 
to  the  contrary  opinion  unless  the  views  of  both  sections  were 
given.  Mr.  Harpur,  amid  considerable  interruption,  gave  his 
views  at  some  length,  and  elicited  a  protest  from  Mr.  F.  C. 
Mathew  that  the  meeting  had  come  to  hear  the  referendum, 
and  not  to  have  a  general  discission  on  the  subject.  (Loud 
applause.)  A  resolution,  proposed  by  Mr.  J.  Austin  Thomas, 
and  seconded  by  Mr.  J.  Patterson — 

That  the  committee  be  appointed  to  interview  the  Premier 
and  place  the  whole  matter  of  the  Stamp  Act  before  him  in 
the  terms  of  the  replies  to  the  referendum  which  had  been 
received 

■ — was  carried  by  twenty-four  votes  to  three  against.  On  the 
motion  of  Mr.  F.  C.  Mathew,  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  was 
tendered  to  the  President  and  the  Executive  Committee  for 
their  work.  The  President  announced  an  accession  of  seven 
new  members  since  the  meeting  held  a  fortnight  previously. 


Port  Sudan  Trade. — An  interesting  British  Consular  report 
on  the  trade  of  this  newly  opened  port  has  just  been  issued, 
which  shows  that  although  no  great  progress  was  made  last 
year  there  are  great  possibilities  of  development.  Practically 
60  per  cent,  of  the  entire  trade  of  the  Sudan  is  in  the  hands 
of  the  United  Kingdom.  Staple  articles  and  foodstuffs  are 
■the  most  imported  items,  for  which  the  country  exchanges 
gums,  senna,  sesame,  cotton,  etc.  There  is  a  steady  rise  in 
■the  quantity  of  imported  Manchester  soft  goods,  consequent 
"upon  the  freer  circulation  of  money  among  the  natives 
owing  to  their  learning  to  work  and  earn  wages. 


Legal  Reports. 


High  Court  Case. 

Saccharin  Patents. 
The  case  of  the  Saccharin  Corporation  v.  the  National 
Saccharin  Co.,  Ltd.,  again  came  before  Mr.  Justice- 
Eve  on  April  23,  when  Mr.  A.  J.  Walter,  K.C.,  for 
the  plaintiffs,  said  that  the  previous  evening  they  re- 
ceived the  evidence  of  the  other  side,  which  was  a  month- 
after  the  action  was  commenced,  when  his  Lordship  granted 
an  interim  injunction.  The  evidence  was  from  abroad,, 
and  the  plaintiffs  desired  to  answer  it.  He  asked  that  the 
case  should  stand  over  for  a  fortnight.  The  defendants, 
thought  a  week  would  be  sufficient.  It  was  arranged  that, 
the  action  should  stand  over  for  a  week,  and  that  the  in- 
junction should  be  continued  for  that  period. 

Dishonouring  a  Cheque. 
In  the  Commercial  Court  of  the  King's  Bench  Division  on 
Wednesday,  April  28,  before  Mr.  Justice  Pickford  and  a 
special  jury,  an  action  was  brought  by  Mr.  Louis  Brager, 
wholesale  druggist,  of  the  City  Road,  against  the  National 
Bank,  Ltd.,  for  damages  for  the  alleged  wrongful  dis- 
honour of  a  cheque  drawn  by  plaintiff  when  a  customer  of 
the  bank  oh  May  5,  1908,  for  the  sum  of  51.  in  favour  of 
Messrs.  Grosvenor,  Cavendish  &  Co.,  Ltd.  Defendants.. 
by  their  defence,  admitted  a  breach  of  contract,  but  pleaded 
that  in  October,  1908,  there  was  a  settlement  of  this  claim, 
plaintm  agreeing  to  accept  61.  5s.  from  the  bank  for  the- 
dishonour  of  the  cheque.  The  bank  further  agreed  to  allow 
him  to  overdraw  his  account  by  a  further  sum  of  121.  10s. 
They  denied  that  plaintiff  had  suffered  any  damage  in  conse- 
quence of  their  act.  Plaintiff,  in  reply,  denied  that  he- 
accepted  the  sum  in  question  as  a  settlement  of  his  claim. 
Mr.  Stuart  Bevan  was  counsel  for  the  plaintiff,  and  Mr. 
Atkin,  K.C.,  and  Mr.  H.  A:  McCardie  appeared  for  the- 
defendants. 

Plaintiff,  in  the  course  of  his  evidence,  said  that  ire- 
consequence  of  the  act  of  the  bank  in  dishonouring  his. 
cheque  he  had  lost  a  partner  who  was  going  to  invest  500/. 
in  his  business.  When  the  cheque  for  5/.  was  presented 
and  dishonoured  there  was  9/.  5s.  Id.  standing  to  his  credit- 
at  the  bank.  He  admitted  that  at  times  his  account  had 
been  withdrawn  to  the  extent  of  3/.  or  41.  In  cross- 
examination  Mr.  McCardie  put  it  to  plaintiff  that  the  - 
cheque  was  presented  on  May  5  and  May  9,  and  that  on- 
the  latter  date  his  promissory  note  for  25/.  fell  due,  the  bank 
writing  to  him  that  they  had  deleted  the  amount  of  the* 
promissory  note  from  his  account,  leaving  it  some  191.  over- 
drawn, and  looked  to  him  to  clear  the  balance  during  the- 
week,  rather  than  have  the  note  renewed  after  the  number 
of  promises  he  had  made.  Plaintiff  replied  that  he  gave- 
the  bank  a  renewal,  and  had  sent  them  some  more  cheques 
by  the  time  he  returned  from  Scotland. 

Further  evidence  was  given  on  plaintiff's  behalf,  and" 
witnesses  were  called  from  the  bank,  and  the  hearing  was 
adjourned. 

Pharmacy  Act,  1868. 

Address  on  the  Poison  Label. 
At  Highgate  Police  Court,  before  Mr.  Walter  Reynolds  and 
other  Magistrates,  on  April  28,  John  C.  Meacher,  chemist 
and  druggist,  was  summoned  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
under  Section  17,  for  selling,  on  March  22,  at  21  Ferme  Park 
Road,  London,  N.,  liniment  containing  poison  not  distinctly 
labelled  with  the  name  and  address  of  the  seller.  Mr.  W.  S. 
Glyn-Jones,  barrister-at-law,  appeared  on  behalf  of  the- 
Society,  and  defendant  was  represented  by  his  manager. — 
Mr.  George  Wraldock  gave  evidence  as  to  purchase,  and  pro- 
duced the  botttle,  which  was  labelled  as  follows  : 
Caution  !  Not  to  be  Taken. 

Laudanum  and  Soap  Lini-    and  at  192  Stroud  Green  Road' 
ment.  286  Seven  Sisters  Road 

J.  C.  Meacher,  21  Ferme  Park  Road. 

Dispensing  Chemist         and  1a  Wood  Street,  Cheap- 
(from    Apothecaries'    Hall).  side,  E.C. 

Chief  Depot,  61  Stroud  Green 
Road,  N. 

Mr.   Thomas  Tickle,  B.Sc,  F.I.C.,  stated  that  he  had 
analysed  the  contents  of  the  bottle  and  found  it  to  contain,- 
i  1.21  grain  of  morphine.  This  amount  was  a  fatal  dose.  Me. 
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Glyn-Jones  quoted  cases  in  support  of  his  contention  that 
the  meaning  of  the  word  "  address  "  depends  upon  the 
object  and  intention  of  the  statute  in  which  it  is  used.  He 
contended  that  the  object  of  the  enactment  in  this  case  was 
to  trace  the  vendor  and  the  place  where  the  poison  was 
sold,  in  order  that  the  circumstances  of  the  sale  might  be 
inquired  into.  The  label  in  question  did  not  indicate  where 
the  poison  was  sold,  and  was  of  little  value  for  the  purposes 
of  the  section. 

The  manager  contended  that  Mr.  Meacher  was  the  re- 
sponsible person,  and  his  address  (61  Stroud  Green  Road) 
appeared  on  the  label.  He  was  authorised  by  Mr.  Meacher 
to  say  that  if  the  Bench  decided  that  the  label  was  not.  in 
accordance  with  the  law,  he  (Mr.  Meacher)  would  have  new 
and  separate  labels  for  each  shop. 

The  Chairman  said  that  the  Bench  felt  bound  to  convict, 
and  fined  the  defendant  20s.,  and  costs. 

Dentists  Act. 

American*  Dental  Co. 
At  Oxford  on  April  16,  Lionel  Eustace  Lynn.  4  High 
■Street,  Oxford,  was  summoned,  at  the  instance  of  the 
British  Dental  Association,  under  Section  3,  for  using  the 
description  "American  Dental  Co."  For  the  defence  it 
was  urged  that  there  was  no  case  to  answer,  as  there  was 
mo  proof  as  to  who  was  the  occupier  of  the  premises,  or 
who  traded  under  the  title  of  the  "American  Dental  Co." 
Herbert  Wentworth,  assistant  to  the  defendant,  stated 
that  he  was  registered  to  practise  as  a  dentist,  and  added 
that  a  witness  for  the  prosecution  refused  witness's  ser- 
vices, and  insisted  upon  seeing  defendant.  The  Bench 
dismissed  the  case,  without  costs  against  the  prosecutors. 

A  Company  Case. 
At  Wisbech  on  April  15,  Frederick  W.  Bradley,  chemist 
and  druggist,  Wisbech,  and  a  director  of  F.  W.  Bradley, 
Ltd.,  who  have  numerous  dental  establishments  in  the 
Eastern  counties,  was  summoned,  under  Section  3,  for  using 
the  title  "  Surgeon-Dentist."  Counsel  for  the  British  Dental 
Association,  which  prosecuted,  stated  that  the  defendant  had 
acquired  the  business  of  Foot  &  Sutton,  surgeon-dentists, 
at  6  Market  Street,  and  used  that  title  as  well  as  the 
names  of  the  individuals  and  the  title  "  Surgeon-Dentist" 
•on  the  premises.  The  defendant,  however,  denied  this, 
and  stated  that  he  had  carried  on  business  as  a  tooth- 
extractor  and  manufacturer  of  artificial  teeth  for  more 
than  twenty-five  years.  In  1901  the  company  F.  W. 
Bradley,  Ltd.,  was  formed  to  acquire  his  business,  with 
eighteen  branches,  and  including  Foot  &  Sutton's  business 
at  6  Market  Street.  This  business  of  Foot  &  Sutton  had 
.since  been  carried  on  by  the  limited  company,  of  which 
Mr.  Bradley  is  a  shareholder  and  director.  Therefore  the 
defendant,  as  an  individual,  had  not  infringed  Section  3 
of  the  Act,  the  use  of  the  title,  if  any,  being  by  the  com- 
pany. After  a  long  hearing  the  Bench  dismissed  the 
summons. 

"  Painless  Operations,"  etc. 
At  the  North  London  Police  Court  on  April  27,  Francis  E. 
Ford,  Mare  Street,  Hackney,  was  fined  21.,  and  31.  costs,  for 
infringing  section  3.    He  used  the  following  announcement ': 
Artificial  teeth  ;  latest  scientific  improvements ;  painless 

operations ;  painless  extractions ;  advice  free,  etc. 
The  Society  of  British  Dentists  prosecuted,  as  they  also 
did  in  the  case  of  R.  Vincent,  the  Grove,  Hackney,  who 
said  his  name  was  R.  Vincent  Grey,  and  he  was  twenty-one 
years  old.  He  and  another  young  man  (an  apprentice  to  a 
dentist)  had  traded  in  the  name  of  Vincent.  The  descrip- 
tion complained  of  was  : 

Vincent,    specialist   in    artificial   teeth;    advice  free; 

specialist  in  teeth  stopping,  scaling,  etc. 
Defendant  said  he  was  a  shirt  machinist,  but  he  had  also 
been  a  kitchen  clerk  in  a  club,  an  assistant  to  a  hosier  and 
to  a  hairdresser.  The  idea  of  starting  as  dentists  was  his 
friend's.  They  started  with  pincers,  which  the  apprentice 
'borrowed,  and  after  a  time  they  got  a  number  of  credit 
customers  at  one  shilling  per  week.  They  put  up  the  sign, 
"The  Grove  Teeth  Institute.  Principal,  R.  Vincent." 
The  apprentice  had  not  attended  at  the  "  institute  "  lately 
for  fear  his  master  found  it  out.  Mr.  d'Eyncourt  fined  the 
defendant  7>l.  without  costs,  or  twenty-one  days,  as  the  de- 
fendant said  he  had  no  goods,  but  allowed  him  a  week  in 
which  to  find  the  money. 


Veterinary  Surgeons  Act. 

Horse  and  Cattle  Doctor. 
At  Fareham  on  April  26,  Harry  William  White,  of  Wick- 
ham,  was  fined  Is.  and  9s.  costs  for  representing  himself  to 
be  a  horse  and  cattle  doctor  without  being  registered  under 
the  Veterinary  Surgeons  Act.  The  Royal  College  of 
Veterinary  Surgeons  prosecuted.  •  A  bottle  of  gripe-mix- 
ture for  a  horse  had  been  sold  and  the  receipt  was  headed  : 
"H.  .W.  White,  Horse  and  Cattle  Doctor."  The  de- 
fendant stated  that  in  1881  he  was  articled  as  a  chemist. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Spirit  of  Turpentine. 
At  the  Bradford  City  Police  Court  on  April  22,  Joseph  B. 
Smith,  wholesale  smallware  dealer,  28  Wakefield  Road, 
Bradford,  was  summoned  for  selling  adulterated  spirit  of 
turpentine.  Inspector  Warrington  stated  in  evidence  that 
he  purchased  from  the  defendant  a  case  containing  a  dozen 
penny  bottles  of  spirit  of  turpentine.  Upon  analysis  it  was 
found  that  the  liquid  contained  58  parts  spirit  of  turpentine 
and  42  parts  gasoline.  This  statement  Mr.  F.  W.  Richard- 
son (city  analyst)  corroborated.  Mr.  J.  Harrison,  of  Leeds, 
on  behalf  of  the  defendant,  stated  that  the  spirit  had  been 
bought  from  a  large  firm,  who  invoiced  it  as  "refined 
Russian  turpentine."  The  Stipendiary  Magistrate  im- 
posed a  fine  of  5?.,  and  costs  (11.  8s.). 

Cases  at  Gibraltar. 
At  Gibraltar  on  April  22,  Mr.  H.  Richards,  Mr.  L. 
Cortes,  Mr.  W.  Guillem,  Mr.  G.  Lugaro,  and  Mr.  J. 
Lagares,  chemists  and  druggists,  were  charged  before  the 
police  magistrate  with  selling  sweet  spirit  of  nitre  with 
deficiencies  of  ethyl  nitrite  varying  between  40  and  96  per 
cent.  The  samples  were  obtained  by  Inspector  Prescott 
on  March  22.  These  are  the  first  cases  brought  against 
chemists,  under  the  Foods  and  Drugs  Act,  in  Gibraltar. 
Mr.  G.  Abrines,  analyst  to  the  sanitary  commissioners  (the 
prosecutors),  gave  evidence  as  to  analysing  the  samples,  and 
said  that  he  was  of  opinion  that  the  article  had  not  been 
properly  kept.  He  also  stated  that  the  therapeutic  action 
was  lost  in  almost  all  the  samples.  To  this  Mr.  Lagares 
objected,  and  produced  reports  of  cases  showing  it  to  be 
doubtful. 

The  Magistrate  (to  Mr.  Lagares)  :  Do  you  think  the 
action  of  the  preparation  is  not  gone  after  the  loss  of 
the  ethyl  nitrite  ? 

Mr.  Lagares  :  Some  medical  authorities  are  of  that 
opinion. 

The  Magistrate  :  People  might  as  well  drink  whisky 
instead  of  sweet  nitre,  when  they  require  a  sudorific. 

Mr.  Lagares  :  Many  do  so.  Mr.  Lagares  also  deposed 
that  in  July  last  the  inspector  obtained  another  sample, 
which  was  served  from  the  same  stock-bottle  he  had 
supplied  the  last,  and  as  no  caution  or  legal  steps  had 
been  taken  against  him,  he  thought  the  preparation  was  in 
good  condition.  If  he  had  been  warned  at  the  time,  he 
would  have  discontinued  to  use  it. 

The  Magistrate  advised  the  defendants  in  future  to  buy 
the  article  in  smaller  bottles  than  they  had  been  doing 
up  to  the  present,  and  dismissed  the  case  with  costs 
(11.?.  each). 


Gazette. 


Partnership  Dissolved.^ 

Cruse,  T.  H.,  and  Davies,  C.  S.,  chemists,  Southsea,  Hants, 
under  the  style  of  Cruse  &  Co. 

The  Bankruptcy  Acts,  1883  and  1890. 

Adjudication. 

James,  Morgan  William,  Llanelly,  Carmarthenshire,  chemist. 
Liquidations. 

British  Turpentine  Corporation,  Ltd. — To  be  voluntarily 
wound  up.  Liquidator,  Mr.  Hy.  McLellan,  6A  Devonshire 
Square,  London,  E.C.  Meeting  of  creditors  at  above- 
address  on  May  6,  at  3  p.m. 

Hydra  Combined  "Mineral-water  Making,  Bottling,  and 
Syphon'-ftlling  Machines,  Ltd. — The  report  of  the 
liquidator  (Mr.  E.  H.  R.  Trenow)  to  be  received  at 
meeting  at  Balfour  House,  119-125  Finsbury  Pavement, 
London,  E.G.,  on  May  28,  at  11  a.m. 
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Deeds  of  Arrangement. 


Morris,  George  William,  33  Wharf  Street  and  71  Harrow- 
Road,  Leicester,  Patent-medicine  Vendor. — Trustee,  H.  Fair- 
field, 2  Newark  Street,  Leicester.  Dated  April  14 ;  filed 
April  21.  Liabilities  unsecured,  423/.  ;  estimated  net  assets, 
186?.  Among  the  creditors  are  :  Potter  &  Clarke,  Ltd.  (40/.)  ; 
Wand  Manufacturing  Co.,  Leicester  (14/.) ;  T.  Howard  Lloyd 
&  Co.,  Leicester  (14/.)  ;  Dee  Oil  Co.,  Ltd.,  Saltney  (20/.). 

Mundy,  Alfred  Octavids,  and  Mundy,  Alfred  Jones,  trad- 
ing as  Peter  Jones,  Son  &  Mundy,  11  Norton  Folgate,  Bishops- 
gate  Street,  London,  E.G.,  Chemists. — Trustee,  G.  M.  White, 
14  Old  Jewry  Chambers,  London,  E.G.,  C.A.  Dated  April  15  ; 
filed  April  20.  Liabilities  unsecured,  2,244/.  ;  estimated  net 
assets,  586/.  Among  the  creditors  are  W.  Butcher  &  Sons, 
Ltd.  (19/.) ;  Houghtons,  Ltd.  (74/.) ;  S.  Maw,  Son  &  Sons  (11/.). 

Coombe,  Frank  Ernest,  1  North  Road,  Wolverhampton, 
Chemist  and  Druggist. — Trustee,  H.  A.  Southerns,  Darlington 
Street,  Wolverhampton,  C.A.  Dated  April  22  ;  filed  April  26. 
Secured  creditors,  63/.  ;  liabilities  unsecured,  663/.  ;  estimated 
net  assets,  338/.  Among  the  creditors  are:  Southall  Bros.  & 
Barclay,  Ltd.,  Birmingham  (35/.)  ;.  Camwal,  Ltd.  (10/.)  ;  Evans 
Sons  Lescher  &  Webb,  Ltd.,  Liverpool  (33/.)  ;  Raimes  &  Co., 
York  (11/.). 


Bankruptcy  Reports. 


Be  Albert  Edward  Bird,  7  Vicarage  Road,  Watford, 
Chemist  and  Druggist. — The  first  meeting  of  creditors  was 
fixed  to  be  held  at  the  offices  of  the  Official  Receiver,  14  Bed- 
ford Row,  W.C.,  on  April  26.  No  creditors  attended,  and 
the  debtor  having  already  been  adjudged  bankrupt  and  an 
order  for  summary  administration  made  by  the  Court,  the 
matter  remains  in  the  hands  of  the  Official  Receiver. 

Be  Florence  Pattie  Brown  (trading  as  Mrs.  F.  W.  Brown), 
Liphook,  Hants,  Dispensing  and  Photographic  Chemist.— 
The  public  examination  of  this  debtor  was  held  at  the  Court 
House,  St.  Thomas  Street,  Portsmouth,  on  April  26,  before 
Mr.  Registrar  Renny.  Replying  to  the  Official  Receiver  (Mr. 
W.  F.  J.  Hunt),  the  debtor  stated  that  she  ascribed  her 
present  position  to  a  turnover  which  was  insufficient  to  meet 
her  expenses  and  to  pay  the  instalments  of  the  purchase-money 
of  the  business  and  the  interest  thereon.  She  w*as  the  widow 
of  Joseph  Winspear  Brown,  chemist,  who  died  in  July  1907. 
Letters  of  administration  were  taken  out  by  her,  the  assets, 
including  the  amount  payable  under  a  life-policy,  being  295/., 
and  liabilities  602/.,  including  a  balance  of  450/.,  agreed  pur- 
chase-money for  the  business.  She  mentioned  the  other  facts 
reported  in  the  C.  &  D.,  April  24,  p.  644,  and  the  examination 
was  closed. 

Re  William  George  Wells,  41  Lower  Street,  Maidstone, 
Chemist  and  Druggist. — This  debtor  applied  for  and  obtained 
his  discharge  at  the  Maidstone  County  Court  on  April  21, 
the  minimum  period  of  suspension  (two  years)  being  imposed 
by  Judge  Emden.  The  Official  Receiver  reported  on  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  bankruptcy  (see  C.  <£•  I).,  July  27,  1907. 
p.  112,  and  August  17,  p.  296).  The  liabilities  admitted  had 
been  623/.,  and  the  assets  realised  were  253/.  odd.  A  dividend 
of  5s.  7g(7.  in  the  pound  had  been  paid.  Debtor  was  in  busi- 
ness at  New  Romney  from  1890  to  1900,  then  was  a  manager 
for  two  years  before  taking  the  business  at  Maidstone,  which 
he  is  now  managing  at  a  salary  of  3/.  per  week.  He  was 
unable  to  make  any  offer  to  the  creditors.  His  Honour: 
Cannot  you  do  something  out  of  that  3?.  per  week  ? 
Debtor  :  I  only  get  21.  in  cash.  In  addition  I  get  my  house, 
gas,  etc.,  and  I  put  that  down  at  another  1/.  The  Official 
Receiver  added  that  the  debtor  gave  him  every  assistance 
during  the  bankruptcy. 


New  Companies  and  Company 
News. 

The  letters  P.C.  mean  Private  Company  within  the  meaning  of  thp 
Companies  Act,  1907,  and  R.O.,  Registered  Office. 


Demuth  &  Co.,  Ltd.  (P.C.).— Capital  10,000/.,  in  1/.  shares. 
Objects  :  To  larry  on  the  business  of  manufacturers  of,  agents 
for  and  dealers  in  cork  and  cork  goods,  etc.,  and  to  adopt 
an  agreement  with  F.  Demuth.  The  first  directors  are  E. 
Demuth  and  C.  F.  de  Salis  (both  permanent). 

Osmond  &  Son,  Ltd.  (P.C). — Capital  8;000/.,  in  1/.  shares. 
Objects :  To  take  over  the  business  of  L.  K.  Osmond  (Osmond 
&  Son),  Spalding,  Lines,  as  manufacturer  of  and  dealer  in 
animal-medicines,  powders,  condiments,  meal  and  animal 
feeding-stuffs,  drug  and  spice  grinder,  manufacturer  of  and 
dealer  in  sheep-dips,  etc.  L.  K.  Osmond,  is  the  first  director. 
R.O.,  Albion  Street,  Spalding,  Lines. 


W.  B.  Nelson,  Ltd.  (P.C.).— Capital  1,000/.,  in  1/.  shares- 
Objects  :  To  take  over  the  business  of  chemist,  druggist,  and' 
dispenser  of  medical  prescriptions  carried  on  by  W.  B.  Nelson,. 
Maclise  Road,  West  Kensington.  The  first  subscribers  and. 
directors  are  R.  W.  Hawkey,  chemist's  assistant;  E.  Sims.. 
Teddington,  auctioneer;  and  W.  P.  Forth,  chemist.  R.O.^ 
4  Maclise  Road,  West  Kensington,  W. 

Fram  Manufacturing  Co.,  Ltd.  (P.C.).— Capital  3,000/.,  inn 
1/.  shares.  :  Objects:  To  carry  on  the  business  of  soap  and. 
soap-material  manufacturers,  importers  and.  exporters  of  oil 
and  oleaginous  and  saponaceous  substances,  pharmaceutical., 
manufacturing,  and  general  chemists,  druggists,  etc.,  and  to 
adopt  an  agreement  with  I.  H.  Davis  and  M.  Davis.  The  first- 
directors  are  I.  H.  Davis  (permanent  governing  director)  and 
M.  J.  Davis.    R.O.,  296  Broad  Street,  Birmingham. 

Clark's  London  Drug  Co.,  Ltd.  (P.C.).— Capital  1,000/.,. 
111  1/.  shares.  Objects:  To  acquire  the  business  of  Clark' s. 
London  Drug  Co.,  341  Old  Kent  Road,  S.E.,  and  to  carry  on 
the  business  of  chemists,  druggists,  etc.  The  first  subscribers 
are  F.  E.  Clark,  drug-store  proprietor;  Mrs.  B.  Clark;  C. 
Baldry,  Wimborne,  gentleman;  and  L.  W.  Stanton,  Syden- 
ham, pharmacist.  The  first  directors  are  F.  E.  Clark  (manag- 
ing director  and  secretary),  C.  Baldry,  and  L.  W.  Stanton. 
R.O.,  341  Old  Kent  Road,  S.E. 


Cadas,  Ltd. — Our  readers  may  recall  that  this  company 
(Chemists  and  Druggists  Association  of  Soapmakers)  was 
formed  last  year  to  acquire  the  interest  of  Mr.  A.  H.  Fellows 
(late  manager  of  the  Vinolia  Company's  works  at  Stratford)1 
in  certain  formulas,  recipes,  or  processes  connected  with  soap- 
and  other  toilet-requisites  and.  the  like,  and  to  take  over  the- 
business  of  soap  manufacturers  carried  on  at  the  Imperial 
Soap  Works,  Stratford,  E.,  as  James  Williams  &  Son,  Ltd. 
The  venture  was  criticised  by  the  "Financial  News"  at  the 
time,  and  our  contemporary  returns  to  the  charge  this  week 
in  consequence  of  a  report  from  Brussels  that  some  interest 
is  being  aroused  there  in  the  company's  affairs,  attempts 
being  made  to  place  in  Belgium  a  block  of  10,000  of  its  1/. 
shares  at  19s.  each. 

Mortgages  and  Charges. — The  following  particulars  have- 
been  filed  at  Somerset  House :  John  Bell,  Hills  &  Lucas,  Ltd. 
Particulars  of  3,000/.  debentures  created  March  27,  1909, 
present  issue  2.000Z. — Kirk's  JJrug  Stores,  Ltd.  Mortgage 
debenture  dated  April  5,  1909,  to  secure  250/.  Holder:  T. 
Walker,  50  Second  Avenue,  Newcastle-on-Tyne.— Weston 
Chemical  Co.,  Ltd.  Trust  deed  dated  April  14,  1909,  and' 
a  first  mortgage  debenture,  to  secure  2,500/.  Trustees  :  J.  S. 
Parkin,  52  Earl's  Court  Square,  S.W.,  and  G.  H.  Clarkson, 
86  Lansdowne  Road,  Hove.  Holders  :  Castner  Kellner  Alkali 
Co.,  Ltd. — Sharon  Chemical  Co.,  Ltd.  An  agreement  dated' 
April  14,  1909,  and  a  second-mortgage  debenture  issued  int 
pursuance  thereof  bearing  same  date,  to  secure  500/.  Holder  r 
F.  J.  R.  Carulla,  84  Rose  Hill  Street,  Derby. 


Birth. 


Banks.— At  10  Sinclair  Terrace,  Wick,  on  April  21,  the 
wife  of  George  Banks,  pharmacist,  of  a  son. 


Marriages. 


Bailey — Meade. — At  Harlesden  Congregational  Church, 
London,  N.W.,  on  April  24,  John  H.  Bailey,  chemist. 
Highfield,  Eltham,  and  61  Old  Dover  Road,  Blackheath,  to» 
Alice,  daughter  of  Mr.  Thomas  Meade,  29  Greenhill  Road. 
Harlesden,  N.W. 

Wade — Warman. — At  St.  Mary's  Parish  Church,  Willes- 
den,  London,  N.W.,  on  April  12,  by  the  Rev.  James  Dixon,. 
Thomas  Wade,  pharmacist,  Rathbone  Place,  London,  W.r 
to  Lizzie  Warman,  of  Willesden  Green. 


Deaths. 


Batchelor. — At  Southsea,  on  April  21,  Mr.  Alfred? 
Ernest  Batchelor,  chemist  and  druggist,  15  West  Street, 
Fareham,  Hants,  aged  fifty-five.  Mr.  Batchelor,  who  died' 
after  undergoing  an  operation  for  peritonitis,  was  a  member 
of  the  local  Urban  Council  for  fifteen  years,  and  acted  as 
Chairman  last  year.  At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Council, 
on  April  24,  a  successor  to  Mr.  Batchelor  was  voted  to  the 
chair,  and  the  meeting  adjourned  after  a  vote  of  condolence 
with  his  widow  and  son  had  been  passed.    The  deceased 
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gentleman  was  also  a  Governor  of  Price's  School  and  a 
.strong  supporter  of  local  athletics.  The  funeral  took  place 
at  the  Fareham  Cemetery  on  April  24.  Many  signs  of 
mourning  throughout  the  town  testified  to  the  deep  esteem 
in  which  Mr.  Batchelor  was  held.  The  principal  mourners 
were  Mr.  Harold  Batchelor  (son),  Mr.  H.  C.  H.  Kirkman 
•  (nephew),  and  Mr.  W.  F.  Sandell  (brother-in-law).  The 
Magisterial  Bench  was  represented  by  Mr.  C.  S.  Radclyffe, 
-Colonel  H.  R.  Farquhar,  and  Mr.  J.  Sandy.  Practically  all 
the  members  and  officials  of  the  Fareham  Urban  District 
Council  were  present,  and  many  other  public  bodies  were 
also  represented  in  the  gathering  at  the  interment.  Many 
beautiful  floral  tributes  were  sent  by  mourners  and  various 
associations,  including  one  from  the  Portsmouth  and  Dis- 
trict Pharmacists'  Association. 

Currie. — At  Exeter,  on  April  21,  Mr.  John  Forbes 
'Currie,  chemist  and  druggist,  only  son  of  Mr.  William  L. 
Currie,  member  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council,  aged 
twenty-five.  Mr.  Currie  was  apprenticed  to  his  father  at 
223  Byres  Road,  Dowanhill,  Glasgow,  and  passed  the  Minor 
examination  in  January  1906.  Shortly  thereafter,  desiring 
to  go  abroad  for  a  time,  he  obtained  an  engagement  with 
Messrs.  Lennon,  Ltd.,  and  when  he  reached  Cape  Town  he 
was  offered  by  them  a  position  on  their  staff  at  Buluwayo, 
which  he  accepted.  There  he  did  well,  and  was  likely  to 
become  an  ideal  colonist,  when  a  few  months  ago  he  had  a 
sudden  and  unexpected  attack  of  haemoptysis.  Partially 
recovering,  he  was  ordered  to  go  south  to  the  hilly  region 
•of  Cape  Colony  ;  but  the  trouble  did  not  cease,  and  he  came 
home,  landing  in  Plymouth  on  April  16.  He  was  too  weak 
to  go  home  to  Glasgow,  and  was  removed  to  Exeter,  where 
his  father  and  mother  were  with  him  until  his  death  on  the 
Tuesday  following.  Mr.  Currie  was  a  man  of  magnificent 
physique,  being  6  ft.  2  in.  in  height,  and  his  early  death  is 
a  shock  to  his  many  friends  as  well  as  an  irreparable  loss 
to  his  kith  and  kin.  He  had  a  large  circle  of  friends,  and 
at  the  funeral  in  Glasgow  on  Monday  many  who  had  been 
at  school  with  him  attended  to  pay  the  last  tribute  of  their 
respect  to  him. 

Fitze.: — At  Marseilles,  on  April  17,  Mr.  Joseph  Fitze, 
of  the  firm  of  Messrs.  D.  Waldie  &  Co.,  Calcutta,  aged 
thirty-nine. 

Gray. — At  Turffontein,  Johannesburg^,  on  April  16,  Mr. 
Wm.  Gray,  pharmaceutical  chemist.  Mr.  Gray  formerly 
carried  on  business  at  Ormeau  Road,  Belfast.  About  four 
years  ago  he  emigrated  to  South  Africa.  He  leaves  a  v-lciow 
.and  family. 

Heath. — At  Walthamstow,  on  April  16.  Mr.  Frederick 
Devon  Heath,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  sixty. 

Rawlings. — At  9  Bath  Terrace,  Torquay,  on  April.  23, 
Mr.  William  John  Rawlings,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged 
forty-nine.  Mr.  Rawlings  was  formerly  in  business  at 
'90  Belgrave  Road,  but,  owing  to  a  very  serious  illness,  was 
•obliged  to  retire.  He  leaves  a  widow  and  two  children. 
The  funeral  took  place  on  April  29  at  the  Torquay  Cemetery, 
when  several  chemists  attended  as  a  mark  of  respect  and 
•esteem.  Mr.  Rawlings  was  an  active  member  of  the  Torquay 
Chemists'  Association,  and  when  he  was  in  robust  health 
was  an  occasional  contributor  to  our  columns. 

Rhind. — At  69  Gloucester  Road,  London,  N.W..  on 
April  16,  Mr.  William  Weddle  Rhind,  pharmaceutical 
•chemist,  aged  seventy-six. 

Truefitt. — At  Hethersett,  Barnes  Common,  London, 
S.W.,  on  April  23,  Mr.  Henry  Paul  Truefitt,  formerly  of 
14  Old  Bond  Street,  W. ,  aged  eighty-four.  The  business 
with  which  Mr.  Truefitt  was  connected  is  well  known  to 
chemists  and  druggists,  consequent  on  the  number  of  special 
hair-preparations  devised  by  Mr.  Truefitt  while  he  was 
actively  associated  with  it.  Mr.  P.  Truefitt,  his  father, 
established  the  business  in  Burlington  Arcade  ninety  year* 
ago,  and  it  was  converted  into  a  limited  company,  H.  P. 
Truefitt,  Ltd.,  in  1880.  Mr.  Truefitt  was  an  authority  on 
diseases  of  the  scalp,  and  his  consultations  were  a  noted 
Bond  Street  feature  for  sixty  yeare,  until  a  month  ago. 

Tyas. — At  Bath,  on  April  9,  Mr.  William  Henry  Tyas, 
•chemist  and  drueeist,  aged  sixty-eight. 


Russian  Sunflower  Oil. — The  exports  from  the  port  of 
Novorossik  fell  off  considerably  last  year,  being  50  tons, 
valued  at  1,143/.,  against  395  tons,  valued  at  9,026?.,  in  1907. 


Recent  Wills. 

The  dates  in  parentheses  refer  to  the  issues  of  "The  Chemist  and 
Druggist  "  in  which  the  deaths  of  the  testators  were  reported. 


Mr.  James  Denton,  chemist  and  druggist,  Salford,  Lanes, 
left  estate  valued  at  2.770/.  In.  3d.  gross,  with  net  personaltv 
367/.  lis.  3d.    (March  13,  p.  401.) 

Mr.  William  Smith,  chemist  and  druggist,  Colchester,  left 
estate  valued  at  3,430/.  9*.  lid.  gross,  with  net  personalty 
3,191/.  2s.  Id.    (February  27,  p.  337.) 

Mr.  Fredk.  George  Gilkes.  chemist  and  druggist,  Ban- 
bury, Oxon,  left  estate  of  the  gross  value  of  1,640/.  15s.  3d., 
of  which  the  net  personalty  has  been  sworn  at  459/.  12s. 
(March  13,  p.  401.) 

Mr.  Robert  Adcock,  of  Norwich,  for  forty-four  years  in 
the  service  of  Messrs.  J.  &  J.  Colman,  Ltd.,  as  theirEastern 
Counties  representative,  and  formerly  in  business  as  a  chemist 
at  Linton,  Cambs,  left  estate  valued  at  2,013/.  7s.  8d.  gross, 
with  net  personalty  1,291/.  17*.    (March  20,  p.  453.) 

Mr.  William  Blain,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Bolton, 
Lanes,  who  died  on  December  2  last,  aged  eighty-one,  left 
estate  of  the  gross  value  of  2,664/.  Is.  2d.  gross,  with  net 
personalty  538/.  17s.  3r/.  Probate  of  his  will  has  been  granted 
to  his  son  Mr.  William  Rusbton  Blain,  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  Bolton. 


Business  Changes. 

Properly  authenticated  business  notices  (not  being-  advertisements) 
are  inserted  in  this  section  free  of  charge  if  promptly  com- 
municated to  the  Editor. 


Mr.  F.  W.  Brown  has  recently  opened  a  business  at 
72  Bedminst;r  Parade,  Bristol. 

Mr.  G.  Lane  has  recently  purchased  the  business  of  Mr. . 
T.  H.  Cassels,  chemist  and  druggist,  at  Wokingham. 

Mr.  C.  Huxtable.  Ph.C,  has  purchased  the  business  of 
Mr.  C.  Whitcombe,  chemist  and  druggist,  Petersfield. 

Mr.  Peter  Stagey,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  High  Street, 
Teddington,  is  about  to  open  a  branch  pharmacy  in  Kingston 
Road,  Teddington. 

Mr.  Alexander  Tain,  who  served  his  apprenticeship 
in  Fraserburgh,  is  taking  over  the  business  carried  on  by 
Mr.  John  Angus,  Strichen. 

Mr.  James  Sangster,  Millbreck,  Mint-law,"  is  taking  over 
the  business  carried  on  by  Mr.  John  Milne,  Fetterangus. 
Mr.  Milne,  who  has  been  in  business  over  forty  years,  is 
retiring. 

Mr.  John  R.  Jewson,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  has 
acquired  the  branch  pharmacy  of  Mr.  Arthur  A.  White, 
chemist  and  druggist,  at  Orche  Hill,  Gerrards  Cross,  Bucks. 
Mr.  Jewson  had  previously  acted  as  manager  at  the  'esta- 
blishment for  some  time. 


Information  Wanted. 

Inquiries  for  the  names  and  addresses  of  manufacturers,  or  other 
trade  information,  not  traceable  by  reference  to  the  advertise- 
ment-pages of  "  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  "  and  the  "  C.  &  D- 
Diary,"  or  not  filed  in  our  private  register,  are  inserted  here 
free  of  charge.  Postcard  or  other  replies  to  any  of  the  sub- 
joined inquiries  (addressed  to  the  Editor  "The  Chemist  and 
Druggist,"  42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.)  will  be  esteemed. 


27/29.  What  is  "  Olive  Cream,"  and  where  can  it  be 
obtained  ? 

28/30.  Address  of  Messrs.  Hudson,  who  publish 
almanacks  for  chemists. 

27/31.  Present  address  of  the  American  Toilet  Co., 
manufacturers  of  "  Variosa  Castille  Soap"  (formerly  of 
Singer  Street,  London,  E.C). 

Soap  in  Santo  Domingo. — The  imports  of  soap  into  Santo 
Dominsro  in  1908  showed  an  increase,  as  compared  with 
1907,  of  274,291  lb.  in  quantity  and  $15,359  in  value ;  the  total 
imports  during  1908  were  1,721,029  lb.,  valued  at  $63,520,  of 
which  the  United  States  contributed  1,670,821  lb.,  of  the  value 
of  $60,883.    No  soap  was  imported  from  the  United  Kingdom, 
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Notices  of  Application 

for  licences  under  Section  2  of  the  Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Act 
have  been  lodged  with  the  local  authorities  named.  The  dates 
appended  in  parentheses  are  those  of  the  advertisements, 
which  have  to  be  published  before  the  applications  are  lodged. 
The  licence  is  not  to  be  granted  until  fourteen  days  after  the 
receipt  of  the  application.  Subscribers  and  others  would 
oblige  us  by  sending  information  with  reference  to  these  or 
other  applications.  Copies  of  newspapers  containing  the 
advertisements  of  applicants  would  also  be  esteemed. 

Aberdeen. — Jas.  Cocker  &  Sons,  130  Union  Street ;  W. 
Smith  &  Son,  18  Market  Street;  Benj.  Reid  &  Co.,  72  Guild 
Street;  M.  H.  Sinclair,  156a  Union  Street;  Geo.  Bruce  & 
Co.,  35  Market  Street ;  Jas.  Robertson,  14  Hadden  Street ; 
P.  McHardy,  30  Guild  Street;  Barclay,  Ross  &  Tough, 
67-71  Green  ;  Wm.  Reid  &  Leys,  8  Hadden  Street — all  seeds- 
men, etc.    (April  22.) 

'  Abergavenny.  (Mon.). — Hy.  Pitt,  nurseryman,  etc.,  Brecon 
Road. 

Altrincham. — Clibrans,  seedsmen,  13  Stamford  New  Road. 

Alyth  (Perthshire), — Archibald  Sinclair,  grocer,  iron- 
monger, and  seedsman. 

Ashford  (Kent). — John  George,  sheep-dipper  and  farmer, 
Detton  Villa,  Woodchurch. 

ASKRIGG.  (Yorks). — Wm.  Banks,  general  dealer. 

AYR. — J.  Alexander,  Aloway  Street ;  R.  Cameron,  High 
Street;  Highet  &  Hunter,  High  Street;  J.  Headley,  Howat's 
Stores,  High  Street ;  Thos.  Limond,  High  Street;  J.  D.  Pater- 
son,  High  Street — all  ironmongers ;  Thos.  Imrie  &  Sons,  seed- 
merchants,  High  Street. 

Banstead  (Surrey).— A.  L.  Russell,  ironmonger,  Burgh 
Heath- 

Beeston  Brook  (Near  Tarporley). — E.  C.  Chamberlain  ,&. 

Co.,  seedsmen. 
Birmingham. — Robert  Sydenham,  Ltd,,  seed-merchants,  , 
Bournemouth. — Wm.   Hy.  Bright,  nurseryman,  Holden- 

hurst  Road. 

Bridge  of  Cally  (Perthshire). — John  Macpherson,  grocer. 
Bury. — Jos.  Leigh,  nurseryman,  Scholeses  Nurseries. 
Campbeltown. — John  Huie  &  Co.,  64  Longrow  ;  Samuel 
Armour,  82  Longrow;  Wm.i McMillan,  15  Longrow— all  iron- 
mongers. 

Canterbury. — Geo.  Hatton  Teal,  corn  and  seed  dealer, 
7  Upper  Bridge  Street.        ■    .,  j  ,,  > 

Cardiff. — J.  flibbert  &  Sons;  W.  E.  Walker,  5  Queen 
Street;  Wm.  Lewis  &  Sons,  13  Castle  Street;  .Noah  Rees  & 
Sons,  13-14  Working  Street — all  seedsmen. 

Carnforth. — J.  Dockray,  corn-merchant.  Preston  Street.  ■  ; 

Chester. — Archibald  Wm.  Aston,  The  Stores,  Tattenhall; 
Arthur  Newport,  ironmonger,  Tattenhall;  Dickson's,  Ltd.,, 
nurserymen,  etc.,  108  Eastgate  Street;  A.  W.  Armstrong, 
trading  as  McIIattie  &  Co.,  seedsmen,  26  Northgate  Street 
and  St.  Werburgh  Place. 

Chichester. — J.  D.  Webster,  65  South  Street,  and  John 
Hooper,  26  South  Street— both  seedsmen;  C.  W.  Shippam. 
florist,  5  South  Street. 

Cirencester. — John  Jeffries  &  Son,  Ltd.,  Royal  Nurseries. 

Cobham. — Moulds.  Ltd.,  ironmongers. 

Coldstream. — J.  S.  Carr.  ironmonger,  High  Street. 

Conway. — Llewelyn  A.  Evans,  seedsman.  Elan,  Conway. 

Coupar- Angus. — J.  M.  Muir  and  T.  R.  Farquharson— both 
ironmongers. 

Crathes  (N.B.). — J.  &  W.  Smith,  grocers. 

Cromer. — W.  J.  Burn,  nurseryman,  34  Church  Street, 'and 
Felbrigg. 

Cupar  (Fife). — Hood  &  Robertson,  Crossgate;  Hood  & 
Walker,  Crossgate;  R.  Dott  Thomson,  Crossgate— all  iron- 
mongers; Wm.  Watt,  Edenside,  and  Laird  &  Smith,;  St. 
Catherine  Street— both  seed-merchants.  j 

Desford  (Near  Leicester).— Jos.  Viccars  Collyer,  iron- 
monger, etc.,  Forest  Implement  Works. 

Doncaster. — Pennell  &  Sons,  seedsmen,  etc.,  11  High  Street. 

Dumfries. — Thos.  Kennedy  &  Co.,  seedsmen,  126-128  High 
Street ;  Jas.  Payne,  grocer,  22  Brewery  Street. 

Dundee.— W.  P.  Laird  &  Sinclair,  Ltd.,  20-21  High  Street; 
D.  &  W.  Croll,  63  Commercial  Street;  Thyne  &  Son,  18  Union 
Street;  Paton  &  Son,  Whitehall  Crescent;  D.  C.  Hutcheson, 
South  Un;on  Street ;  J.  .&  A.  Simpson,  61  Gellatly  Street— all 
seed-merchants.    (April  23.)  _ 

Duns.-— John  C.  Rae,  ironmonger,  38  Market  Place;  Wm. 
G.  Lamb,  seedsman,  29  Market  Place. 

Ellesmere  (Salop).— A.  Thompson,  seedsman,  Scotland 
Street. 

Folkestone.— G.  &  A.  Clark,  Ltd.,  nurserymen,  etc., 
Cheriton  Place. 

Fort  William.— Marshall  &  Pearson,  ironmongers,  High 
Street.  ..  • 

GALASHIELS.--Jas.  Mallen,  seedsman. 


Girvan  (Ayrshire).— Jas.  Crosbie,  ironmonger. 

Glasgow. — Macpherson  &  Buchanan,  live-stock  and  general 
agents,  Cattle  Market;   McNair  &  Brock,  wool-merchants 
34  A  nn  Street ;   R.  &  J.  Garroway,  chemical-manufacturers, 
694  Duke  Street;    Ewing  &  Robertson,  chemical-manufac- 
turers, Carntyne,  Shettlestone. 

Glenluce. — Andrew  Melroy  &  Son,  ironmongers. 

Gosforth  (Cumberland).— Albert  Jackson,  general  mer- 
chant and  seedsman. 

Grantully  (Perthshire).— P.  Macnaughton  &  Sons,  grocers 
and  general  merchants. 

Greenock.— Macfarlan,  Shearer  &  Co.,  general  merchants. 

Guildford.— W.  J.  Brown  &  Co.,  ironmongers,  185-186  High 
Street  ;  A.  Hart  &  Sons,  seedsmen,  130  High  Street. 

Halstead  (Essex).— Wm.  North,  seedsman,  etc.,  99  High; 
Street. 

Haltwhistle  (Northumberland).— Fidler  &  Makepeace, 
Westgate. 

Hamilton. — Bannatyne  &  Jackson,  seedsmen,  101  Quarrv 
Street.  a  :b 

Harrogate.— Alva  J.  Hall,  florist,  12  Parliament  Street. 

Hendon.— John  Ed.-  Cater,  seedsman,  15  Brent  Street. 

Hipperholme  (Yorks). — Hy.  Sharp,  nurseryman,  etc., 
8  Leeds  Road. 

,  Horsmonden  (Kent).— W.  H.  &  C.  Noakes,  agricultural 
merchants. 

Hove.— W.  Balchin  &  Sons,  florists,  etc.,  160-162  Ghurcb 
Road. 

Huntingdon.— J.  Ed.  Perkins,  trading  as  Woo'd  &  Ingram*, 
nurserymen,  etc.,  St.  German  Street. 

Ipswich. — Thompson  &  Morgan,  seedsmen,  5  Carr  Street. 

Kendal. — Chas.  &  Michael  Pickles,  fellrriongers  and  wool- 
staplers,  Stramongate  Bridge. 

Kirkcaldy. — Barnett  &  Morton,  agricultural  ironmongers, 
194  High  Street. 

Knutsford  (Cheshire).— Caldwell  &  Sons,  seed-merchants. 

Lanark. — Robt.  Jack,  ironmonger  and  seedsman,,  •■ 

Lancaster. — F.  Massey,  drysalter,  5  Damsire  Street  rJ-  L. 
and  W.  B.  Preston,  trading  as  Fenton  &  Co.,  ironmongers, 
Market  Street. 

Lauder. — Wm.  Graham,  general  dealer,  Market  Place. 

Leatherhead.— Baker  Bros.,  North  Street  ; :-. Moulds,  Ltd., 
both  ironmongers.  -.,     .    .  .  ,  ,   >a :  <;*  faiti*      >  '  >■ 

Leicester.— SamI,  Wm.  Fulton,  nurseryman,  etc.,  12  Hum- 
berstone  Road;  R.  Pringle,  seed-merchant,  40  Belvoir  Street, 
,  .Leith. — J.  &  W.  Grieg,  sheep-dip  merchants,  129  Constitu- 
tion Street. 

Lewes. — J.  C.  Kenward,  nurseryman,  etc.,  151  High  Street ; 
S-  Elphick,,  seedsman,  18  Cliffs.    .  ,  is 

Lingfield  (Surrey).— John,  Jupp,  Drug-stores,  f,  .■, 

Llandilo  (Carmarthenshire),.—  A.  D-  Townsend  and  i  J-  D. 
Jones,  Talle.y.  i  ; ,,  .....  :  ,  >,       Ijon  >?•! 

,  , ;  Lochgilphead.; — Thos.  Coulter,  general  merchant.  » 

London. — E.  Bray,  &  Co.,  florists,  Brondesbury  ;  Danl.  S. 
Golding,  bulb-merchant,  Kilburn,  N.W. ;  Henry  fledges,  nur- 
seryman, etc.,  Kirkdale  Nurseries,  Sydenham,  S.E.  . 

Maresfield  (Sussex). — Exors.  of  Wm.  Wood,  nurserymen, 
etc. 

Maud. — Jas.  Henry  and  Jas.  Fowler,  both  general  mer- 
chants. 

Maybole  (Ayrshire). — H.  &  T.  McQuiston,  and,  J.  Cameron 
— botk  ironmongers  and  seedsmen,  .•  /.  ••( 

Mortlake. — Wm.  Thompson,  nurseryman,  Sheen  Nurseries. 
(Anril  24.) 

,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. — Samuel  Finney  &  Co.,  seedsmen, 
17  Collingwood  Street. 

Newton  Stewart. — Jas.  L.  Davison,  ironmonger,  61  Vic- 
toria Street. 

Norwich. — Nicholson  &  Co.,  nurserymen,  Old  Catton. 
,   Over  (Winsford,  Cheshire). — Jas.  Rutter,  High  Street, 
i  | , Oxton  (Berwickshire).— R.  W.  Matthewson,  grocer,  iron- 
monger, and  postmaster. 

Pickering  (Yorks). — Thos,  Pape,  drug  and  patent-medicine- 
dealer,  45  Market  Place. 

Pitlochry. — Peter  Brown,  general  merchant  and  iron- 
mons'er.  , 

Portwilliam. — R.  A.  Donnan,  ironmonger.  The  Square. 

Redhill  (Surrey). — Wm.  Pascoe  Bound,  nurseryman,  etc., 
112-114  Station  Road ;  H.  &  A.  Trower,  seedsmen,  etc., 
60  Station  Road.  ,  ,  , 

Richmond  (Surrey).— Wm.  Thompson,  St.  Mary's  Nur- 
series, Grena  Road. 

Rickmans worth  (Herts). — Robt.  Hutchincs.  nurspryman. 

Rochdale. — Hy.  Thompson,  seedsman,  5-6  Market  Place 

St.  Boswells*. — Walter  Ballantyne  &  Son,  .general  mer- 
chants. The  Stores.  , 

St.  Helens. — Chas.  Kinns,  seedsman. 

St.  Neots. — J.  E.  Perkins,  -  trading  as  Wood  &  Ingram, 
nurserymen,  Cambridge  Street.  '.  , 

Sale  (Cheshire). — J.  Birkenhead,  seedsman,  19,  Wasnbury 
Road.  .-,,,,! 

Salisbury.— Keynes,  Williams  &  Co.,  3  Bridge  Street  and 
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Britford  Road ;  Ed.  J.  Brittan,  122  Fishergate ;  Wilkes,  Son 
&  Cassey,  Queen  Street  and  Milford  Street,  all  nurserymen. 

Scone. — Mr.  J.  MacLaren,  of  Donald  &  Co.,  sheep-dip  manu- 
facturers. 

Southend-on-Sea. — Wm.  Elam,  oil  and  colour  man,  53  High 
Street. 

Stanmore  (Middlesex). — James  J.  Foster,  nurseryman. 

Stroud  (Glos.). — J.  Price  &  Son,  Ltd.,  nurserymen,  Stone- 
house  and  London  Road. 

Taunton. — W.  E.  &  T.  Cousins,  seedsmen,  40-41  North  Street. 

Thurso. — Richard  Lindsay,  ironmonger;  and  D.  C. 
Murray,  Castletown. 

Tobermory. — A.  Brown  &  Sons,  grocers,  drapers,  and  spirit- 
merchants. 

Tomatin  (Inverness-shire).— Macdougall  &  Co.,  general 
merchants. 

Tunbridge  Wells. — J.  Haffenden,  seedsman,  etc.,  Monson 
Road. 

Uxbridge. — J.  Taplin,  seedsman,  154  High  Street. 
Waberthwatte  (Cumberland). — J.  J.  Woodall,  grocer  and 
seedsman. 

Warminster. — Hy.  Scott  &  Son,  nurserymen,  etc. 

West  Hartlepool. — F.  Wm.  Appleyard,  jun.,  horticultural 
sundriesmen,  Lynn  Street. 

Wigtown. — J.  B.  McGibbon,  William  Gibson,  George  B. 
Drape,  Robert  Gibson,  John  McCleary,  and  E.  E.  Macvea. 

Winchester. — Hy.  Swithin  Frampton  and  Sidney  Framp- 
ton,  drysalters,  Jewry  Street;  Wm.  Jeffery,  nurseryman,  etc,,. 
Ill  High  Street. 

Windsor. — Willmans  Bros.  &  Co.,  horticultural  agents,  iron- 
mongers, etc.,  42-43  Peascod  Street. 

Wrexham. — Strachan  &  Evans,  4  High  Street;  Henry 
Rudge,  14a  Queen  Street,  both  seedsmen  ;  R.  S.  Fendick,  paint 
and  colour  merchant. 


Consideration  of  Applications. 

Belfast. — The  Corporation  on  April  22  deferred  the  con-1 
sideratfbn  of  a  letter  from  the  Registrar  of  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical Society  of  Ireland  referring  to  poison-licences  until  the 
question  of  granting  them  is  dealt  with. 

BRlSiOL.^-The  Town  Council  have  deferred  the  question  of 
the  granting  6i  several  licences  until  the  fourteen  days' 
notice,  which  is  required,  has  expired. 

Bromley.— The  Town  Council  have  decided  that  each  appli- 
cant for  a  poison-licence  shall  be  required  to  furnish  proof  that 
the  Privy  Councils  regulations  have  been  strictly  complied 
with. 

Carmarthenshire. — The  County  Couricil  have  granted 
licences  to  the  three  applicants  from  Llandilo  and  Llandovery. 
Mr.  J.  Nicholas,  patent-medicine  vendor,  Llandovery,  had 
obtained 'support  from  two  dip-manufacturers  to  the  effect  that 
they  could  not  obtain  agents  for  their  preparations  among 
the  local  chemists.  A  member  of  the  Council  supported  the 
applications  because  he  thought  it  would  "  help  to  pay  ex- 
penses," while  the  Chairman  (a  medical  practitioner)  con- 
sidered that  the  licences  "  would  help  to  break  down  a 
monopoly."  The  Clerk  and  the  Chairman  are  empowered  to 
grant  licences  in  the  interim  before  the  next  meeting. 

Devonshire. — The  County  Council  have  advertised  a 
resume  of  the  regulations  in  the  public  Press  for  the  benefit  of 
intending  applicants  for  licences. 

Edinburgh. — An  open  court  of  the  Town  Council's  Public 
Health  Committee,  presided  over  by  Dr.  Cullen,  was  held  on 
April  20,  to  consider  applications  for  licences.  Mr.  T.  B. 
Morison,  K.C.,  opposed  the  applications  on  behalf  of  the 
Edinburgh  Chemists'  Trade  Association.  Mr.  A.  E.  S.  Thom- 
son, solicitor,  said  on  behalf  of  the  applicants  that  his  motion 
was  that  the  committee  should  recommend  the  Town  Council 
to  grant  the  licences.  He  stated  that  the  seed  and  nursery 
trade  had  created  a  market  for  various  preparations  now  in 
common  use,  but  ultimately  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  in- 
stituted prosecutions  against  these  parties,  which  in  some 
cases  were  successful,  and  consequently  traders  had  to  resort  to 
various  expedients  to  avoid  technical  breaches  of  the  law.  A 
movement  set  on  foot  to  obtain  an  alteration  of  the  law  had 
ultimately  been  successful  in  the  passing  of  the  Act  under 
which  these  applications  were  made.  The  Town  Council,  he 
pointed  out,  were  not  concerned  with  the  question  whether  or 
not  it  was  good  policy  to  relax  the  restrictions  of  the  forme- 
legislation.  The  other  side  might  represent  that  the  granting 
of  these  licences  might  be  attended  with  danger  to  the  com- 
munity and  have  unfortunate  results.  The  Town  Council  had 
nothing  to  do  with  that,  for  Parliament  had  seen  fit  to  relax 
the  former  restrictions.  The  Act  laid  down  that  preference 
should  be  given  to  seedsmen,  and  the  Chief  Constable  had 
in  this  instance  intimated  that  he  had  no  objection  to  the 
granting  of  these  licences.  The  applicants  were  vendors  of 
these  preparations,  and  if  they  were  prevented  continuing  the 
trade  it  must  mean  either  that  the  requirements  of  the  public 
which  had  been  satisfied  through  them  would  not  be  met,  or 
that  the  trade  would  pass  from  the  hands  of  the  seedsmen  and 


into  the  hands  of  the  chemists — a  result  so  manifestly  unjust 
that  he  felt  confident  that  the  committee  would  not  entertain 
the  propositions  put  before  them  by  the  opponents.  He  pro- 
ceeded to  state  tnat  nineteen  similar  applications  had  been 
granted  in  Glasgow,  but  Mr.  Morison  questioned  the  accuracy 
of  the  statement.  Mr.  Thomson,  continuing,  held  that  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  had  no  statutory  position  there  as  they 
had  in  regard  to  the  administration  of  certain  branches  of  the 
Act  of  18b8.  Mr.  Morison  said  it  was  the  Edinburgh  District 
Chemists'  Trade  Association  that  was  represented,  and  not  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society.  Mr.  Thomson  said  his  remarks  held 
equally  good  with  regard  to  the  Chemists'  Association.  He 
very  much  doubted  if  they  had  any  locus  standi,  as  the  trade 
had  not  been  in  the  hands  of  the  chemists.  Mr.  Morison  sub- 
mitted that  Sub-section  2  of  Section  2  of  the  Poisons  and 
Pharmacy  Act  meant  that  the  condition  upon  which  such 
applications  were  to  be  granted  was  whether  there  were  or 
were  not  facilities  in  a  particular  locality  for  satisfying  the 
reasonable  requirements  of  the  public  in  connection  with  such 
purchases.  In  Edinburgh  the  facilities  were  not  only  reason- 
able, but  ample  and  abundant,  and  to  grant  the  licences  would 
simply  be  to  have  a  needless  disposal  of  those  dangerous  sub- 
stances. It  was  good  public  policy  to  prevent  that,  and  it 
was  the  purpose  of  the  statute  to  prevent  it.  There  was  not  a 
word  in  the  report  to  Parliament,  or  in  the  speeches  in  Parlia- 
ment, to  justify  the  conclusion  that  the  statute  was  passed  to 
enable  seedsmen  to  compete  with  chemists.  Councillor  Brown 
asked  how  many  of  the  133  chemists'  shops  in  the  city  met 
the  requirements  at  present.  Mr.  Morison  said  they  all  dealt 
in  these  things.  He  was  proceeding  to  state  the  distances  of 
the  nearest  chemists'  shops  to  the  individual  applicants  when 
Councillor  Lang  asked  whether  sales  by  seedsmen  would  be 
more  dangerous  to  the  public  in  the  future  than  in  the  past. 
Mr.  Morison  replied  that  there  had  been  numerous  cases  in  the 
past.  Mr.  Grierson  (Deputy  Town  Clerk)  asked  Mr.  Thomson 
if  he  would  withdraw  the  applications  of  firms  and  sub- 
stitute applications  by  persons.  Mr.  Thomson  said  he  would. 
The  Committee  then  sat  in  private  for  a  considerable  time,  and 
ultimately  agreed  to  recommend  the  Town  Council  to  grant 
the  licences  to  the  individuals  who  applied  for  them. 

Loughborough. — The  Town  Council  have  delegated  the 
licence  question  to  the  General  Purposes  Committee. 

Middlesex. — At  a  meeting  of  the  County  Council  on 
April  29,  the  General  Purposes  Committee  reported  that  they 
had  considered  the  reeulations  made  by  the  Privy  Council 
under  the  Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Act,  in  which  practically  the 
whole  of  the  recommendations  made  by  this  committee  as  to 
the  draft  had  been  inserted.  The  committee,  after  full  con- 
sideration, recommended  the  Council  to  adopt  the  following 
instructions  for  the  guidance  of  applicants  and  the  Council's 
officers  : 

That  every  applicant  for  a  licence  under  the  Poisons  and 
'  Pharmacy  Act,  1908,  be  required  to  send  to  the  Clerk  of 
the  County  Council,  prior  to  the  hearing  of  the  application, 
copies  of  the  newspapers  containing  notice  of  his  intention 
to  apply  for  a  licence,  and  also  the  Post  Office  receipt  for 
the  notice  sent  to  the  Police. 

That  the  Commissioner  of  Police  be  asked  to  furnish  the 
County  Council  with  any  report  which  the  Police  may  have 
to  make  upon  applicants  for  licences. 

That  applicants  for  licences  be  required  to  attend  in 
person,  and  that  persons  making  objections  be  given  an 
opoortunity  of  appearing  in  person  if  they  so  desire. 

That  April  1  be  fixed  as  the  date  on  which  licences  under 
this  Act  shall  expire. 

That  the  fees  to  be  charged  in  respect  of  the  grant  and 
renewal  of  licences  be  fixed  as  under : 

On  the  grant  of  a  licence  ...       ...       ...    10s.  6c?. 

On  the  renewal  of  a  licence       ...       ...     Is.  bd. 

That  the  fees  to  be  paid  for  inspecting  the  Register  of 
Licences  be  fixed  as  follows  : 

Each  inspection  for  each  person  .. .       ...     Is.  Od. 

That  applications  for  licences  under  the  Poisons  and  Phar- 
macy Act,  1908,  be  referred  to  the  General  Purposes 
Committee  for  consideration  and  report. 
Radnorshire. — The  General  Purposes  Committee  of  the 
County  Council  have  fixed  the  licence-fee  at  10.S.  6d.  and  the 
fee  for  renewal  at  Is.  bd.    Applications  for  licences  are  to  be 
referred  to  the  Chairman  of  the  committee,  the  Councillor  for 
the  district  from  which  the  application  is  made,  and  the  Clerk 
of  the  Council,  to  whom  authority  has  been  given  to  grant 
licences  in  cases  of  urgency. 

Worcester. — The  Watch  Committee  of  the  Town  Council 
had  the  question  of  granting  licences  before  them  on  April  23. 
The  Town  Clerk  stated  that  the  regulations  had  been  received, 
and  he  suggested  that  the  matter  would  tie  considered  at  the 
next  meeting,  when  they  would  receive  the  chemists'  deputa- 
tion. Mr.  W.  H.  Caldecott  said  "  it  would  be  most  unfair  and 
unjust  "  if  they  were  not  to  allow  nurserymen  to  sell  those 
poisonous  coinrjounds  which  they  had  sold  for  years.  On  the 
Mayor  (Mr.  H.  Long)  pointing  out  that  they  had  not  rjre- 
viously  possessed  the  power  to  sell  these  substances,  Mr.  Calde- 
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cott  said  that  practically  the  nurserymen  had  possessed  it  by 
ordering  to  be  sent  direct  from  the  manufacturer.  Alderman 
J.  A.  Steward  (President  of  the  Worcester  Chemists'  Associa- 
tion) said  the  position  of  nurserymen  in  the  matter  resembled 
that  of  the  temperance-hotel  keeper  in  regard  to  the  sale  of 
intoxicants.  If  a  bottle  of  wine  was  required  for  dinner  in  a 
temperance  hotel  the  proprietor  could  obtain  it.  The  nursery- 
man could  not  sell  the  weed-killer,  but  he  could  obtain  it. 
He  stated  that  there  had  never  been  any  difficulty  in  ob- 
taining insecticides  in  Worcester.  The  matter  was  then  left 
over  to  the  next  meeting,  when,  it  was  understood,  the  com- 
mittee will  receive  a  deputation  from  the  chemists,  and  also 
from  the  nurserymen  if  they  cared  to  present  themselves. 

The  Position  in  Ireland. 

The  following  is  the  text  of  the  circular  letter  which  has 
been  forwarded  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland  to 
the  Secretaries  of  County  Councils  in  Ireland  : 

Sir, — As  there  appears  to  be  a  misconception  in  some'quar- 
ters  as  to  licences  under  the  Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Act,  1908, 
I  am  directed  to  state,  for  the  information  of  your  Council, 
that  such  licences  may  not  be  granted  for  the  general  sale  of 
poisons,  but  only  for  the  sale  of  "  poisonous  substances  to  be 
used  exclusively  in  agriculture  or  horticulture  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  insects,  fungi,  or  bacteria,  or  as  -sheep-dips  or  weed- 
killers which  are  poisonous  by  reason  of  their  containing 
arsenic,  tobacco,  or  the  alkaloids  of  tobacco,"  the  general  sale 
of  poisons  being  reserved  to  those  who,  on  examination,  have 
given  proof  of  their  competence  to  deal  with  such  dangerous 
articles. 

It  is  assumed  that,  in  dealing  with  applications  for  licences, 
your  Council  will  bear  in  mind  Section  2,  Sub-section  2,  of 
said  Act,  viz.  "  Before  granting  any  licence  under  this  sec- 
tion the  local  authority  shall  take  into  consideration  whether 
in  the  neighbourhood  where  the  applicant  for  the  licence 
carries  on,  or  intends  to  carry  on,,  business  the  reasonable  re- 
quirements of  the  public  with  respect  to  the  purchase  of  such 
poisonous  substances  as  aforesaid  are  satisfied." 

As  the  intention  of  the  Government  is  so  clear,  and  as 
interference  with  the  rights  of  qualified  persons  would  be 
likely  (by  driving  them  out  of  the  country)  to  result  prejudi- 
cially against  the  public  interest,  it  is  hoped  that  your  Council 
will  decline  to  grant  a  licence  for  any  place  in  which  the 
reasonable  requirements  of  the  public  are  already  satisfied. 
I  am.  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ARTHUR  T.  FeBRALL. 

Registrar. 


Personalities. 


Mr.  J-  Morgan  Richards  is  paying  a  short  business  visit 
to  South  Af  rica,  and  landed  at  Cape  Town  on  April  20. 

Mr.  David  I.  Williams,  chemist  and  druggist,  has 
been  elected  Chairman  of  the  Llanwyrtyd  Wells  Urban 
District  Council. 

Mr.  A.  J.  Pratt,  chemist  and  druggist,  Reigate,  has 
been  appointed  Chairman  of  the  Reigate  and  Redhill 
Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Arnfield  and  Mr.  George  Bennett,  pharma- 
cists, Stockport,  have  been  elected  Vice-Presidents  of  the 
local  Tradesmen's  Association. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Bates,  Ph.C.,  chief  dispenser  at  the  North 
Staff's  Infirmary,  has  been  elected  people's  warden  at  the 
Hartshill  Parish  Church,  Stoke-on-Trent. 

Dr.  F.  E.  Fritsch,  examiner  in  botany  to  the  Pharma- 
-ceutical  Society,  has  resigned  his  post  as  lecturer  in  physics 
and  chemistry  at  Kew,  owing  to  pressure  of  other  engage- 
ments. 

Mrs.  Robert  Butters,  of  Johannesburg,  and  her 
youngest  son,  Mr.  Kinloch  C.  J.  Butters,  arrived  at 
Southampton  by  the  Saxon  on  April  24,  for  a  six  months' 
holiday  at  home. 

Mr.  Thomas  Joseph  Stokoe,  pharmacist,  son  of  Mr. 
Thomas  Stokoe,  Hay,  Brecknockshire,  has  passed  the  Easter 
Bar  examination  in  Criminal  and  Law  Procedure.  Mr. 
Stokoe  passed  the  Minor  examination  in  April  1903. 

Mr.  John  Main,  manager  of  Messrs.  Petersen's  branch 
at  Blomfontein,  O.R.C.,  was  in  London  this  week,  having 
tirrived  by  the  Saxon,  and  is  to  be  in  his  home  at  Laurence- 
kirk until  July.  Mr.  Main  has  been  in  South  Africa  for 
thirteen  years,  and  has  held  his  present  position  during  the 
past  six  years.  He  is  a  "Duncan's  man, "-and  passed  the 
Minor  in'Edinburgh  in  1891. 


Mr.  Edward  Cardwell,  J. P.,  retired  chemist,  Laurel 
Bank,  Lancaster,  has  been  returned  to  the  Lancaster  Town 
Council  by  a  majority  of  sixty-seven  votes.  Mr.  Cardwell 
has  previously  represented  another  ward  in  Lancaster  for 
seven  years. 

Mr.  Julius  Cjesar,  49  Chippenham  Road,  Elgin  Avenue, 
London,  W. ,  son  of  the  late  Mr.  Julius  Ca?sar,  chemist  and 
optician,  met  with  an  accident  while  cycling  on  April  26. 
Mr.  Caesar  had  reached  Paddington  Green,  on  his  way  to  the 
London  College  of  Pharmacy,  when  he  was  knocked  over 
by  a  runaway  horse  attached  to  a  brougham.  He  was 
conveyed  to  St.  Mary's  Hospital,  where  he  is  detained, 
suffering  from  severe  injuries  to  his  head  and  right  arm. 

The  Mayor  of  Exeter  (Alderman  Commin)  presided 
over  a  special  Mayoral  Court  at  the  Exeter  Guildhall  on 
April  28,  when  Alderman  Henry  Gadd,  J.P.,  was  admitted 
an  Honorary  Freeman  of  the ,  city  in  recognition  ,  of  his 
services  to  the  city,  particularly  as  Mayor  last  year.  The 
Mayor  said  although  Mr.  Gadd  was  not  a  native  of  Exeter, 
he  had  long  been  resident  in  the  city,  and  was  fully  entitled 
to  the  honour  as  one  of  the  finest  and  best  citizens,  who  had 
taken  a  deep  interest  in  the  public  and  religious  institutions 
of  the  city.  Mr.  Gadd  took  the  oath  and  subscribed  the 
roll,  and  thanked  his  fellow-citizens  for  the  honour  they 
had  conferred  upon  him. 

Mr.  David  Gilmour,  Ph.C,  of  Dunfermline,  who  has 
occupied  a  seat  on  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  since  the 
retirement  of  Mr.  David  Storrar  as  one  of  the  representa- 
tives for  Scotland,  is  seeking  re-election,  and  his  address 
appears  in  our  Coloured  Supplement  this  week.  Mr.  Gil- 
mour's  re-election  is  eminently  desirable,  as  he  is  probably 
the  best  informed  member  in  regard  to  the  agri-horticultural 
trade,  having  been  practically  engaged  in  this  department 
of  the  chemist's  business  for  a  quarter  of  a  century.  We 
have  received  too  late  for  inclusion  in  our  correspondence 
columns,  a  letter  from  Mr.  W.  B.  Cowie,  F.C.S.,  26  Clyde 
Street,  Edinburgh,  who  is  acting  as  lion,  secretary  of  a 
committee  formed  to  promote  Mr.  Gilmour's  return.  This 
letter  says  : 

Mr.  Gilmour  is  a  representative  retail  pharmacist,  and  as 
such  is  thoroughly  conversant  with  the  complex  business  con- 
ditions and  needs  of  the  class  to  which  lie  belongs.  He  has 
also  a  wide  and  varied  training  in,  and  systematic  experi- 
ence of  administrative  work  as  a  member  of  public  bodies,,  im 
Dunfermline.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Examiners  for  Scotland  and  of  the  N.B.  Branch  Executive, 
and  possesses  exceptional  personal  qualifications  for  the  office 
and  duties  of  a  Councillor  in  respect  of  his  broad-minded- 
ness, great  practical  sagacity,  and  enlightened  conscientious- 
ness. 

Mr.  J.  P.  Gilmour,  Chairman  of  the  Executive,  and  J.  W. 
Sutherland  (Glasgow),  C.  A.  Macpherson  (Edinburgh), 
Robert  Leslie  (Aberdeen),  and  J.  S.  Whyte  (Arbroath),  Pre- 
sidents of  the  leading  Chemists'  Associations  in  Scotland, 
with  Mr.  Cowie,  form  the  committee  in  support  of  Mr. 
Gilmour. 
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Observations  and  Reflections. 

By  "Xrayser." 


Colonial  Critics 

have  a  habit  of  dealing  very  faithfully  with 
the  shortcomings  of  the  Old  Folks  at  Home  ;  perhaps,  after 
all,  the  most  useful  way  of  manifesting  their  affection.  This 
characteristic  is  not  missing  from  the  communications  of 
some  of  the  pharmacists  who  contributed  comments  on  the 
business  methods  of  British  export  druggists  in  last  week's 
(7.  &  D.  The  faithful  messenger,  says  the  wise  man, 
"  refresheth  the  soul  of  his  masters  "  like  snow  in  harvest ; 
and  our  Lady  of  Snows  is  evidently  eager  to  thus  f  ulfil  her 
filial  duty.  Everyone  in  this  country  is  grateful  to  Canada 
for  the  good  intention  of  the  preference  granted  to  British 
manufactures  imported  into  the  Dominion;  but  there  are 
many  things  to  be  said  before  it  will  be  admitted  on  this 
eide  that  the  rather  disappointing  results  of  that  preference 
are  wholly  or  even  principally  due  to  ignorance,  indifference, 
or  inefficiency  on  this  side,  which  is  what  seems  to  be  implied 
in  the  Canadian  letters.  Why  is  it  that  in  the  past  fifteen 
years  British  exports  to  Argentina,  where  they  have  no  pre- 
ference, have  increased  by  some  fourteen  millions  in  value, 
while  in  the  same  period  they  have  only  increased  by  6even 
millions  to  Canada  ?  Those  of  us  who  know  anything  about 
the  inside  of  an  export  merchant's  office  will  not  be  disposed 
to  accept  as  a  fair  generalisation  the  suggestions  that  neglect 
of  correspondence,  lack  of  promptitude  in  the  despatch  of 
orders,  and  deplorable  ignorance  of  the  geography  of  the 
countries  where  they  hope  to  do  business  are  features  of 
British  mercantile  procedure  which  can  in  any  reason  be 
alleged  as  "the  universal  experience."  The  criticisms  of 
the  methods  of  packing  medicines  for  hot  climates  sent  from 
Singapore  are  of  a  different  character,  and  deserve  careful 
attention. 

Chances  for  Chemists 

in  Australia  are  undoubtedly  eagerly 
looked  for  here,  for  we  have  not  yet  grown  out  of  the  tra- 
ditional notion  that  the  Southern  Continent  could  not  very 
well  get  on  without  a  regular  supply  of  British  talent.  The 
lively  article  by  the  editor  of  the  "  Chemist  and  Druggist 
of  Australasia  ' '  on  this  topic  will  certainly  attract  atten- 
tion, but  it  may  be  as  well  to  advise  careless  or  sanguine 
readers  to  study  it  twice  before  taking  their  tickets.  It 
will  be  found  that  beneath  the  allurements  on  the  surface 
the  debtor  and  creditor  sides  of  the  prospect  are  quite 
judiciously  balanced.  "  J.  M.,"  with  his  thousand  pounds, 
is  rather  cordially  invited  to  go  out ;  and  in  the  course  of 
the  treatise  we  are  told  that  no  one  now  complains  that 
■pharmacy  in  Australia  is  played  out ;  that  there  are  country 
chemists  who  put  away  300/.  a  year ;  that  there  are  more 
buyers  of  businesses  than  sellers,  indicating  that  those  who 
have  established  themselves  are  well  contented.  Add  to 
this  the  rosy  picture  of  the  Australian  customer  sketched 
by  "  An  Australian  Subscriber  "  on  p.  660,  and  we  recog- 
nise how  antipodean  all  this  seems  to  our  experience.  But 
then  comes  the  cold  tap.  The  supply  of  Australian-trained 
pharmacists  is  well  maintained.  It  is  suggested  that  they 
are  as  good  as  we  are,  and  it  is  clearly  stated  that  we  are 
not  likely  to  get  on  there  unless  we  are  the  sort  that  would 
succeed  at  home ;  and  even  the  industrious,  enterprising 
man  has  only  "  perhaps  "  a  better  chance  there  than  here. 
■It  is  comforting  for  the  few  millions  of  us  who  are  not  pro- 
posing to  change  our  orbits,  and  who  feel  that  the  cap  fits, 
to  be  told  that  London  is  still  the  place  for  the  man  of 
transcendent  ability.    Now  about 


Reciprocity  of  Certificates. 

There  are  apparently  pharmacists 
in  the  Colonies  who  arrive  at  their  conclusions  more  quickly 
than  we  think  quite  healthy — who  are  imagining  that,  now 
the  legislative  difficulty  has  been  raised,  it  is  only  a  matter 
of  a  few  months  before  the  arrangements  for  this  long- 
talked-of  consummation  will  be  completed.  That  may  be 
so  ;  it  depends  perhaps  to  some  extent  on  the  strength  of  the 
Imperial  sentiment  at  Bloomsbury.  I  have  no  means  of 
estimating  how  powerful  that  may  be.  But,  judging  from 
the  reverence  with  which,  as  we  know,  the  "  standard  "  is 
regarded  there,  from  the  keen  appetite  for  detail,  and  from 
the  apparent  absence  of  exact  information,  it  would  seem 
that  a  hundred  years  would  be  a  more  likely  guess  than  six 
months  as  the  period  in  which  any  scheme  of  the  kind 
contemplated  may  be  expected  to  materialise.  And  yet 
surely  there  cannot  be  any  sound  argument  why  an  English- 
speaking  person  declared  to  be  competent  to  carry  on  the 
business  of  pharmacy  in  Melbourne  or  Sydney  should  be 
legally  incapable  of  doing  so  in  London  or  Liverpool. 
Trifling  divergencies  in  his  acquaintance  with  Virgil  or  in 
his  facility  in  algebra  should  not  be  sufficient  to  bar  him. 
It  would  bo  to  the  ultimate  advantage  of  British  pharmacy 
if  a  certificate  obtained  in  any  part  of  the  English-speaking 
world,  including  Ireland  and  the  United  States,  were  valid 
in  any  other  part  of  the  same  vast  area.  I  hasten  to  add 
that  it  would  be  quite  fair  that  the  nomadic  pharmacist 
should  pay  full  fees  to  the  governing  body  in  whatever  new 
State  he  might  settle.  Such  a  condition  might  go  some  way 
towards  satisfying  the  legitimate  guinea-hunger  to  which 
examining  bodies  seem  subject. 

Castor  Oil 

administered  to  patients,  and  especially  to  defence- 
less children,  via  the  long-necked  bottles  direct  to  the  gullet, 
would  have  been  such  an  ingenious  form  of  torture  as  to  be 
readily  conceivable  as  a  part  of  the  cruelty  which  charac- 
terised the  generations  which  devised  balsam  of  sulphur  and 
animal  oil  as  household  remedies.  But  we  want  some  actual 
evidence,  either  literary  or  pictorial,  that  our  viscid 
delicacy  ever  was  given  in  this  fashion  before  we  accept 
this  theory  of  the  origin  of  the  peculiar  bottles  in  which  it 
is  sold,  as  is  suggested  by  two  correspondents  last  week. 
Mr.  C.  C.  Bell  alludes  to  "  the  mystery  "  of  the  long  neglect 
of  this  most  useful  medicine,  notwithstanding  the  evidently 
long  acquaintance  of  physicians  with  the  purgative  properties 
of  the  seeds.  The  mystery  is  perhaps  accentuated  by  the  fact 
that  the  oil,  not  the  seeds,  was  known  as  a  purgative  certainly 
in  the  time  of  Pliny.  That  author  opens  his  account  of  castor 
oil  by  the  statement  that,  taken  with  an  equal  quantity  of 
warm  water,  it  acts  as  a  purgative  upon  the  bowels  ("  Oleum 
cicinum  bibitur  ad  purgationes  ventris  cum  pari  caldac 
mensura." — "  Nat.  Hist.,"  Bk.  xxiii.,  c.  41).  Pliny  goes 
on  to  say  that  it  acts  particularly  on  the  "precordia," 
and  then  he  enumerates  its  external  uses.  How  castor 
oil  was  regarded  in  the  century  before  its  effective  intro- 
duction by  Peter  Canvane  may  be  gathered  from  what 
Quincy  says  of  it  in  1724  :  it  is  "  hardly  ever  met  with  in 
practice  unless  amongst  empirics  and  persons  of  no  credit." 

Roche  Alum 

is  the  only  term  of  pharmaceutical  interest  which 
I  find  in  the  latest  part  of  the  "  Historical  English  Dic- 
tionary "  (Eibaldric — Romanite).  The  origin  of  this  name, 
we  are  told,  is  simply  rock  alum,  either  because  it  was 
made  from  an  alunite  stone  or  because  it  was  made  into 
rocky  lumps.  Dr.  Craigie  (the  editor  of  this  part  of  the 
Dictionary)  destroys  an  interesting  legend  by  saying  "  the 
statement  that  the  name  is  derived  from  Roccha,  a  Turkish 
province  in  North  Syria,  is  evidently  unfounded."  That  is 
dogmatic,  but  I  suppose  we  must  submit  to  it.  I  part  with 
the  old  belief,  however,  with  regret.  Roccha  was  a  town 
on  the  Euphrates,  and  may  have  been  Ur  of  the  Chaldees. 
It  is  now  called  Urfa.  Certainly  alum  came  from  that 
direction  for  centuries  before  it  was  discovered  in  the  Papal 
States,  when  the  Pope  threatened  excommunication  of  any 
Christians  who  should  thenceforth  buy  it  from  the  infidels, 
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PEROXIDE  oi  HYDROGEN 

(Kingzett's  Patent  Preserved). 


Reduction  in  Price. 

We  have  pleasure  in  announcing  a  large  reduc- 
tion in  the  price  of  this  article,  and  are  now 
prepared  to  supply  16-oz.  bottles  (to  retail  at  1/3) 
to  the  trade  at  10/-  per  dozen,  subject  to  our 
usual  carriage  regulations. 

The  selling  price  will  be  protected  at  l/2h 

Full  particulars  on  application  to 

TKE  "  SANITAS"  COMPANY,  Ltd, 

Locksley  St.,  Limehouse,  London,  E. 


WILCOX,  JOZEAU  &  CO., 

49  Hay  market,  London,  S.W. 

Importers  and  Exporters  of 

FRENCH  and  ail  FOREIGN 
PROPRIETARY  MEDICINES 

Price  List  on  application.    Special  Export  Terms. 

Foreign  Prescriptions  Dispensed  for  Pharmacists. 


WARRICK 

BROTHERS. 


YOU  CAN'T  GET 
OVER  IT. 

It  is  not  a  question  of  argu- 
ment, but  purely  one  of  facts. 
The  Bernard  Slack  system  of 
increasing  Businesses  is  a 
success.  Week  by  week,  for 
over  8  y  ars,  new  Testimonials 
have  appeared  in  this  paper, 
and,  even  if  you  have  the  bump 
of  incredulity  fully  developed, 
you  can't  get  over  facts.  Get 
my  Booklet  '  The  Door  to 
Success  by  sending  a  Postcard 
to-night  for  it. 

611  Chemists  use  my  System, 
which,  as  you  know,  is  the  origi- 
nal one.  Moreover,  I  promise 
nothing  I  cannot  perform, 

BERNARD  SLACK, 

Princes  Chambers, 
WOLVERHAMPTON. 


GRIMBLE'S 
PURE 
VINEGAR. 

Brewery:  LONDON,  N.W. 


JAMES 
BURROUGH 

LTD. 
Cale  Distillery, 
Hutton  Road, 

LAMBETH. 

S.E. 


SYR 

Write  for  Quotations. 


AND 
METHYLATED 
SPIRIT 

at  lowest  prices. 


FLETCHERS'  HYDROBROMATES: 


The  titles  "Syr.  Hydrobrom."  and  "Syr.  Hydrobrom.  c.  Strychnia" 

were  originated  by  us  in  the  year  1879  and  can  only  be  legitimately 
applied  to  FLETCHERS'  HYDROBROMATES.  Legal  proceedings  will 
be  instituted  against  any  firm  or  person  dispensing  or  offering  for 
sale  fraudulent  imitations  of  FLETCHERS*  SYRUPS. 


SOLE  PROPRIETORS  , 

FLETCHER.  FLETCHER  (SL  CO„  L<L 


LONDON.  Me 


JEMtodal  Comments* 

Agri-Horticultural  Poisons. 

Fully  three  weeks  have  elapsed  since  the  regulations  under 
Section  2  of  the  Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Act  were  gazetted, 
and  since  then  we  have  recorded  over  three  hundred  appli- 
cations for  licences.  The  flowing  tide  seems  to  have 
reached  its  highest  point,  for  the  number  of  applicants 
advertising  their  intentions  is  beginning  to  fall,  and  we 
have  now  sufficient  figures  to  provide  an  analysis  of  the 
occupations  of  the  applicants,  as  follows  : 

Nurserymen,  seedsmen,  etc  197 

Ironmongers     ...      "...  56 

Ironmongers  and  seedsmen    ...  16 

General  dealers  19 

Grocers      ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  6 

Drysalters    .4 

Drug  and  patent  medicine  vendors    3 

Manufacturing  chemists      3 

Corn-merchants   3 

Sheep-dip  agents  ...   3 

.  Sheep-dip  manufacturers       ...       ...       ...       ...  3 

Agricultural  agents      ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  2 

Horticultural  sundriesmen    2 

Agriculturil-implement  makers      ...       ...       ...  2 

Oil  and  colour  men      ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  2 

Druggists'  sundriesman,  fellmonger  and  wool- 
stapler,  hide  and  tallow  manufacturer,  iron- 
monger's assistant,  live-stock  and  general  agent, 
sheep-dipper  (farmer),  wool-broker,  wool-mer- 
chant, 1  of  each      "8 

Unclassified    •■■    15  1 

Total   344 

This  analysis  throws  new  light  on  the  controversy  which 
raged  during  the  departmental  inquiry  and  also  on  the 
arguments  in  the  evidence  placed  before  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee which  led  to  legislation.    The  agitators  for  a  wider 
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scope  in  which  to  find  agents  lor  their  products  worked 
to  the  full  the  urgent  needs  of  the  farmer  for  these  agri- 
horticultural  substances  (particularly  sheep-dips)  and  the 
lack  of  facilities  for  supplying  them,  especially  in  scat- 
tered districts.    The  latter  point  is  dealt  with  below,  but 
the  interesting  fact  is  seen  above  that  fully  two-thirds  of 
the  applicants  are  potential  dealers  in  insecticides,  r  while 
at  most  only  6  per  cent,  are  directly  (or  10  per  cent,  in- 
directly) concerned  with  the  sale  of  sheep-dips,  and  the 
majority  of  these  trade  in  large  towns.    Another  feature 
is  that  several  drug-stores,  drysalters,  druggists'  sundries- 
men,  and  an  oil  and  colour  man  (not  to  mention  manufac- 
turing-chemists, who  must  trade  in  a  retail  way,  as  other- 
wise they  would  not  require  a  licence)  have  seized  upon 
the  opportunity  to  legalise  their  operations.    One  drug- 
vendor,  who  sells  his.  wares  without  qualified  opposition 
in  a  town  of  over  two  thousand  inhabitants,  has  had  his 
application  favourably  considered ;  while  to  another  re- 
tailer, trading  under  like  circumstances  in  a  smaller  town, 
the  licence  has  been  actually  granted.    The  third  drug- 
dealer,  however,  wishes  to  compete  with  two  chemists. 
The  general  merchants,  who  are  chiefly  grocers  and  small- 
ware  dealers  (but  the  number  includes  Harrod's  Stores), 
will  find  some  difficulty  in  complying  with  the  regula- 
tions.    In  isolated  districts  the  applicants  possess  such 
combined  businesses  as  grocer,   ironmonger,   and  post- 
master ;    grocer,    draper,    and    spirit-merchant  ;  while 
another  is. grocer,  etc.,  postmaster,  registrar,  and  inspector 
of  the  poor.    Several  merchants  connected  with  the  wool- 
trade  also  apply,  and  one  who  deals  in  live-stock  is  evi- 
dently satisfied  that  he  can  keep  the  poisonous  substances 
in  a  separate  compartment  of  his  premises.    The  applica- 
tions, when  examined  on  a  population  hasis,  yield  the 
following  results  ; 


Population 

No.  of 
Towns, 
etc. 

No.  of 
Appli- 
cations 

Places 
without 
Chemists 

■   ■  k  'i  ■ 

Approxi- 
mate 
No.  of 

Chemists 

500,000  or  over  (including  London) 

5 

44 

100,000  or  under  500,000  ... 

14 

54 

50,000  or  under  100,000   

15 

22 

20,000  or  under  50,000   

27 

62 

10,000  or  under  20,000  ... 

f-3 

51 

150  (6)* 

6,000  or  under  10,000   

17 

32 

l 

65  (3) 

2,000  or  under  5,000   

30 

43 

4 

F2  (fc) 

1,000  or  under  2,000 

11 

17 

3 

17(1-5) 

Under  1,000   

15 

19 

11 

6  (0-4) 

Total  

157 

344 

19 

*  Average  number  of  chemists. 


The  figures  show  that  34  towns  with  a  population  of  over 
50,000  (where  chemists  almost  innumerable  are  in  busi- 
ness) contain  within  their  bounds  over  one-third  of  the 
total  number  of  applicants.  Practically  another  third 'are 
applying  for  licences  in  50  towns  with  between  10,000 
■and  50,000  inhabitants  (average  number  of  chemists 
to  each  town,  11).  The  above  proportion  (nearly 
one-third)  is  also  almost  exactly  that  of  applicants  from 
places  with  less  than  10,000  inhabitants  (average 
number  of  chemists,  2).  The  superstitious  may  find 
an  omen  in  the  fact  that  the  applicants  from  26 
villages  and  districts  for  which  Section  2  was  framed  form 
one-thirteenth  of  the  total  number  of  applicants.  Of  the 
last-mentioned  places  just  over  a  half  lack  the  services 
of  a  chemist.  Scotland,  the  stronghold  of  the  sheep-dip 
shortage,  has  become  the  land  of  licences.  Edinburgh  and 
Glasgow,  with  approximately  200  and  130  chemists  re- 
spectively, are  apparently  to  have  between  them  nearly 
40  vendors  of  poisons  other  than  chemists. .  However, 


it  is  in  agricultural  towns  that  the  desire  for  poison- 
licences  is  keenest.  In  Ayr,  with  11  chemists,  7  appli- 
cants wish  to  pander  to  the  public  predilection  for  certain 
poisonous  goods,  and  6  of  them,  including  5  ironmongers, 
trade  in  the  same  thoroughfare.  At  Cupar  a  similar 
anomaly  occurs,  the  public  requirements  not  being  satisfied 
with  4  chemists,  but  5  licencees  are  evidently  needed, 
3  of  whom  (ironmongers)  are  required  in  the  same  street. 
In  England,  at  Chichester,  3  vendors  of  horticultural 
supplies  who  want  licences  are  neighbouring  competitors. 


Industrial  Alcohol. 

There  is  a  fixed  impression  in  certain  circles  that  some 
Budget  alteration  affecting,  directly  or  indirectly,  indus- 
trial alcohol  will  take  place,  and  by  the  time  this  is  pub- 
lished our  readers  will  know  for  certain  whether  any 
alteration  is  determined  or  not     Following  on  our  article 
of  April  3  there  has  been  some  trade  consideration  of  the 
differential  duty  of  5d. ,  and  this  was  fairly  expressed  by 
Mr.  Merriam  in  his  letter  [6.  d-  D.,  April  17,  p.  612).  It 
is  true,  as  he  said,  that  the  import  duty  or  "  surtax  "  on 
Hamburg  spirit  is  5d.  per  proof  gallon,  but  it  has  been 
overlooked  that  3d.  of  this  sum  is  refunded  by  the  Govern- 
ment when  the  spirit  has  been  received  on  the  methylator's 
premises.    So  that  the  "heavy  handicap"  referred  to  is 
reduced  to  2d.  per  proof  gallon  against  the  German  article ; 
but,  of  course,  even  at  this  figure  the  odds  against  its  ! 
import  are  great.    From  the  importer's  point  of  view,  there 
seems  to  be  little  or  no  justification  for  keeping  back 
the  2d.,  and  that  in  the  interests  of  fair  play  the  total 
refund  of  the  duty  paid  should  be  made.    But  there  is 
the  home  producer's  point  of  view  to  be  considered.  He 
contends  that  the  3rf.  per  proof,  gallon  paid  him  by  no 
means  compensates  him  for  all  the  trouble  and  expense 
to  which  the  Excise  authorities  have  put  him,  and  that  in 
reality  the  importer  of  Hamburg  spirit  gets  an  advantage 
which  ought  not  to  be.    Who  is  to  decide  between  these 
two  conflicting  views  ?    In  justice  to  the  home  distillers 
it  must  be  admitted  that  the  Excise  authorities  are  a  bit 
"  wobbly  "  over  their  bases  on  which  this  surtax  rests,  and 
have  admitted  the  need  for  revision.    "A  computation 
to-day  of  the  figures  at  which  the  rates  of  surtax  should 
stand  would  be  based  on  items  and  on  values  that  would 
differ  materially  from  those  shown  in  the  [original]  table." 
So  said  the  Excise  representatives  in  the  Industrial  Alcohol 
Report  of  1905.    Three  years  and  more  have  since  passed, 
but  nothing  has  been  done,  so  far  as  we  know,  to  re-base 
the  surtax,  and  until  this  is  done  dissatisfaction  will  con- 
tinue to  exist.    As  the  tendency  of  tariff  reform  would 
undoubtedly  be  to  give  the  home  distiller  at  least  the  "  turn 
of  the  scale  "  in  his  favour,  it  is  quite  possible  that  the 
effect  will  be,  as  pointed  out  by  Mr.  Merriam,  trusts  and 
trouble,  but  it  should  not  be  overlooked  in  this  instance 
that  the  present  high  Excise  duty,  with  its  onerous  restric- 
tions, is  responsible  for  producing  a  monopoly  of  industrial- 
spirit  distillers  in  this  country.    This  cause  has  promoted 
facilities  for  combination  and  agreements  as  to  selling- 
price.    It  is  notoutside  the  bounds  of  probability  that  the 
fiscal  system  sought  to  be  introduced  by  Tariff  Reformers 
will  take  into  account  any  bounty  paid :  directly  or  in- 
directly on  all  foreign  spirit,  with  the  idea  of  preventing 
the  closing  down  of  home  distilleries  or  of  reducing  their 
output,  and  this  many  persons  will  take  "to  mean  further 
increased  prices.    But  enhanced  price  does  not  necessarily 
follow.     Distillers  look  for  a  relaxation  of  Excise  sur- 
veillance and  a  withdrawal  of  many  of  the  restrictions 
that  tell  hardly  on  them  to-day.    Given  unrestricted  use 
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of  his  brewing-plant,  the  distiller  of  the  future  may  yet 
beat  the  German  with  his  bounty,  and  if,  in  addition, 
the  Government  deals  more  liberally  with  the  methylator 
in  the  matter  of  recouping  him  for  the  cost  of  methyla- 
tion  (entirely  a  revenue  safeguard),  the  price  of  spirit 
may  yet  be  appreciably  lowered  to  satisfy  the  most  ardent 
free  trader.  There  is  a  lot  to  be  done  by  the  powers  that 
be  towards  the  cheapening  of  spirit.  Chancellors  of  the 
Exchequer  and  their  revenue  staffs  are  the  gentlemen  who 
control  the  distilleries  and  make  spirit  dearer  than  it 
ought  to  be,  and  whether  the  Budget  alters  anything  in 
this  respect  or  not  there  are  many  who  believe  that  the 
question  must  be  dealt  with  in  the  immediate  future. 

"  The  Pharmacy  Acts." 

For  twenty  years  I  may  say  that  I  have  taken  the  deepest 
interest  in  any  amendment  of  the  Pharmacy  Acts  that  might 
affect  the  rights  of  companies  trading  as  chemists.  Compelled 
both  by  the  public  interest  and  also  by  the  numerous  efforts 
that  were  made  to  infringe  upon  the  rights  of  companies  to 
.strenuously  watch  and  resist  these  attempts,  it  came  as  a  great 
relief  during  the  last  Session  of  Parliament  to  find  the  Phar- 
maceutical Council  willing  to  recognise  the  trend  of  modern 
events  and  seeking  to  regulate  company  trading  instead  of 
penalising  it.  Speaking  for  the  group  of  companies  I  control, 
all  we  ask  for  is  a  fair  field  and  no  favour,  and  I  have  no 
sympathy  either  with  companies  or  individual  private  chemists 
who  in  the  past  have  had  branches  which  have  not  employed 
the  services  of  a  qualified  man.  Without  our  co-operation  the 
Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Bill  would  not  have  passed.  We  hope 
its  passing  may  bring  in  a  new  era  in  which  pharmacists  and 
company  chemists  may  work  side  by  side,  without  bitterness, 
to  their  mutual  benefit  and  to  the  great  advantage  of  the 
public.  One  of  the  main  effects  of  the  Act  will  be  to  improve 
the  position  of  branch  managers,  over  which  I  reioice. — Jesse 
Boot,  Managing  Director,  Boots  Cash  Chemists,  Ltd. 

This  is  a  "  foreword  "  to  a  book  on  the  Pharmacy  Acts,  1851 
to  1908,  by  Hugh  H.  L.  Bellot,  M.A.,  D.C.L.,  published 
this  week  by  Mr.  Jesse  Boot  (Chairman  of  the  Company 
Chemists'  Association).  It  extends  to  134  pages,  includ- 
ing prefatory  matter  and  index,  and  embodies  the  Arsenic 
Act,  the  four  Pharmacy  Acts  (1852,  1868,  1869,  and  1898), 
and  the  Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Act,  1908,  with  an  appendix 
containing  a  report  of  the  House  of  Lords'  judgment  in  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain  v.  the  London  and 
Provincial  Supply  Association,  Ltd.  The  book  is  an 
example  of  the  irony  of  circumstances.  It  is  to  instruct 
all  concerned  with  the  Pharmacy  Acts  and  their  incidence, 
and  is  the  first  of  the  kind  to  appear  since  the  1908  Act 
was  passed.  That  it  should  be  published  with  the  impri- 
matur of  Mr.  Boot  is  where  the  irony  comes  in.  The  design 
of  the  book  and  its  intentions  are  good,  but  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  many  of  the  interpretations  and  opinions  expressed 
in  it  will  not  be  regarded  by  local  authorities  as  correct, 
else  there  will  be  trouble.  For  example,  in  his  very  first 
annotation  on  the  Arsenic  Act  the  author  states  that 

In  dispensing  and  retailing  of  arsenic  and  its  prepara- 
tions, chemists  and  druggists,  in  addition  to  the  provisions 
of  the  Pharmacy  Acts,  must  observe  the  provisions  of  this 
Act. 

He  then  quotes  the  conditions  of  sale,  which  do  not  apply 
to  dispensing,  as  Section  5  of  the  Act  and  Section  17  of  the 
Pharmacy  Act,  1868,  provide  conditions  for  the  compound- 
ing and  dispensing  of  arsenic,  which  differ  from  the  con- 
ditions of  sale.  The  annotation  mentions  chemists  and 
druggists  only ;  it  would  have  been  better  to  mention  all 
persons  who  may  legally  sell  arsenic  by  retail.  We  give 
this  instance  as  typical  of  much  in  the  book  which  shows 
that  if  the  author  had  practical  acquaintance  with  the  work- 
ing of  the  Acts  he  would  not  have  committed  such  elemen- 
tary errors  as  this.  The  annotations  generally  are  in- 
formative and  suggestive,  the  digest  of  cases  is  of  dis- 
tinct service,  especially  at  the  present  time  when  the  new 
Act  has  enhanced  the  interest  in  the  laws  dealt  with. 
Chapter  iv.  of  the  book  may  be  taken  as  an  introduction 
to  this  Act.    It  comprises  observations  upon  the  proposed 


legislation,  especially  that  dealing  with  the  company  ques- 
tion, and  may  be  regarded  as  "  The  Case  for  the  Com- 
panies " ;  indeed,  it  appears  to  be  the  printed  statement 
issued  on  behalf  of  companies  while  the  Bill  was  before 
Parliament,  and  is  chiefly  interesting  on  that  account,  for 
it  is  an  ex  parte  statement.  Here  again  Dr.  Bellot  errs 
in  omission,  for  when  dealing  with  the  1901-1903  Depart- 
mental Committee's  Report  he  succeeds  in  excluding 
the  minority  report  put  in  by  Mr.  Walter  Hills . 
There  is  much  else  in  the  book  which  we  hope  to  refer  to 
later.  There  is  evidence  in  it  of  lack  of  accuracy  in  names 
and  facts.  For  example,  the  name  of  the  Registrar  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  is  spelled  throughout  "  Brem- 
bridge,"  and  Lord  Maclaren,  who  gave  judgment  in  the 
Wood.case  at  Edinburgh,  has  his  name  spelled  "  M'Claren.'" 
It  would  have  been  decidedly  advantageous,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  book  is  offered  as  especially  useful  to  chemists 
and  druggists,  solicitors,  magistrates'  clerks,  police  super- 
intendents, and  all  concerned  with  the  law  relating  to  the- 
sale  of  poisons,"  had  the  author  been  more  careful  in  its 
production.   

"False  Trade  Descriptions." 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  Australian  Commerce  (Trade- 
Descriptions)  Act,  1905,  is  being  used  by  Customs  officers 
in  Australia  to  stop  the  importation  of  certain  proprietary 
medicines.  In  our  issue  of  February  13,  p.  275,  we 
printed  a  letter  from  an  Acting  Collector  of  Customs,  in- 
forming Messrs.  F.  H.  Faulding  &  Co.  "that  a  consign- 
ment of    pills  imported  .  .  .  were  accompanied  by 

wrappers  which  contained  extravagant  statements  as  to* 
the  curative  properties  of  the  goods.  In  .  .  -  future- 
importations  of  these  pills  will  require  to  be  correctly 
marked."  We  then  pointed  out  that  amendments  to  the 
Commerce  Act  had  been  proposed  to  give  authority  to  d& 
what  the  Acting  Collector  threatened,  and  suggested  that- 
such  action  by  officers  should  be  resisted.  It  now  appears  that 
action  is  taken  under  Section  9  of  the  Act,  which  imposes 
a  penalty  of  100Z.  upon  any  person  who  -  imports  "  any 
goods  to  which  a  false  trade  description  is  applied."  In 
the  exposition  of  the  law,  published  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Hon.  Sir  W.  J.  Lyne,  K.C.M.G.,  instances  are 
given  of  convictions  in  England,  but  none  of  them  refer 
to  medicines,  except  carbolic  acid  sold  as  Condy's  fluid, 
and  all  refer  to  the  descriptions  of  the  goods,  which  were 
obviously  fraudulent.  Section  3  of  the  Australian  Act 
says  : 

"False  Trade  Description"  means  a  trade  description 
which,  by  reason  of  anything  contained  therein  or  omitted 
therefrom,  is  false  or  likely  to  mislead  in  a  material  respect 
as  regards  the  goods  to  which  it  is  applied,  and  includes 
every  alteration  of  a  trade  description,  whether  by  way 
of  addition,  effacement,  or  otherwise,  which  makes  that 
description  false  or  likely  to  mislead  in  a  material  respect. 

"Trade  description,"  by  the  same  section,  means  "any 
description  ....  as  to  the  nature,  number,  quantity, 
quality,  purity,  class,  grade,  measure,  gauge,  size,  c(r 
weight  of  the  goods."  According  to  the  official  interpre- 
tation, the  word  "  quality  "  is  "  inserted  here  to  cover  the- 
large  class  of  false  descriptions — e.g.,  'rainproof,'  'non- 
corrosive,'  etc.,  when  the  articles  are  not  so."  We  learn 
from  Australia  that  a  thing  which  is  stated  to  be  a  cure,, 
when  the  Customs  officers  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is 
not  a  cure,  or  that  extravagant  claims  are  mad'e  as  to  its 
curative  properties,  may  be  taken  to  make  a  trade  de- 
scription false  in  respect  to  quality.  The  contention  is 
not  unreasonable,  but  it  is  open  to  argument ;  and  as  there 
is  no  Court  ruling  on  the  application  of  the  sections  to- 
proprietary  medicines,  it  seems  to  us  that  all  traders  in- 
terested in  this  business  should  not  meekly  submit  to  the- 
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•dictum  of  Customs  officers.  The  interpretation  is  dis- 
tinctly novel,  and  if  the  principle  is  now  submitted  to 
without  the  fullest  consideration  of  its  far-reaching 
■effects,  there  are  few  medicinal  and  toilet  articles  which 
it  will  not  ban.  We  have  no  less  desire  than  Australians 
to  condemn  exaggerated  statements  made  in  respect  to  the 
«fficacy  of  medicines,  but  if  the  Commerce  Act  is  to  be 
used  as  the  means  of  deciding  what  are  and  what  are  not 
exaggerations,  it  is  to  the  interest  of  all,  especially  those 
who  make  no  exaggerations,  that  the  arbiters  in  the 
matter  should  do  something  more  for  the  guidance  of 
those  interested  than  giving  an  occasional  individual 
warning,  which  is  more  in  the  nature  of  scapegoat  selec- 
tion than  exposition  of  a  principle. 


Japanese  Official  Analyses. 

We  have  on  many  occasions  referred  to  the  dissatisfaction 
-of  London  exporters  and  Japanese  importers  with  the  results 
■of  analyses  conducted  in  the  Government  laboratories  at 
the  various  ports  of  entry  on  imported  chemicals  and 
medicines.  So  far  as  articles  of  the  Japanese  Pharmacopoeia 
are  concerned,  the  Government  chemists  interpret  the 
■standards  so  strictly  that  there  is  reason  to  believe  that 
commonsense  is  frequently  lacking.  It  now  appears  that 
■German  firms  exporting  chemicals  to  Japan  have  been  suffer- 
ing from  the  same  trouble,  and  as  a  result  the  Council  of 
the  Society  for  the  Protection  of  the  Interests  of  German 
Chemical  Industry  has  approached  Prince  Biilow,  the  Im- 
perial Chancellor,  asking  him  to  make  representations  to  the 
Japanese  Government  with  the  object  of  obtaining"  some 
•modification  of  the  present  conditions.  It  is  suggested  that 
the  Japanese  Government  should  appoint  a  Board  of  Appeal 
to  which  any  objections  to  the  Government  chemists'  decision 
might  be  submitted.  British  exporters  might  back  this  up 
through  our  Foreign  Office. 

The  American  Tariff  Bill. 

The  tariff  continues  to  be  the  one  predominant  topic  in 
the  United  States,  and  while  it  is  so,  business  continues 
more  or  less  disorganised,  as  nobody  engaged  in  commerce 
knows  exactly  where  he  stands.  The  Bill  has  been  before 
the  Senate  since  April  12,  and,  ae  intimated  a  fortnight  ago, 
so  many  alterations  have  been  made  since  it  left  the  House 
of  Representatives  that  no  useful  purpose  would  be  served 
in  giving  full  details  at  this  writing.  The  latest  informa- 
tion in  regard  to  what  the  Senate  has  accomplished  is  con- 
tained in  a  telegram  to  "The  Times"  from  Washington, 
in  which  it  is  stated  that  the  majority  of  the  provisions  of 
the  chemicals,  oils,  and  paints  schedule  of  the  House  Tariff 
Bill,  as  amended  by  the  Senate  Finance  Committee  were 
adopted  by  the  Senate  on  April  21.  The  net  result  of  the 
•changes  is  an  increase  on  the  Dingley  rates  of  this  schedule 
■of  0.51  per  cent.  ;  the  Dingley  law  providing  ad  vol.  duties 
■of  27.64  per  cent.,  and  the  duties  under  the  present  Bill 
are  28.15  per  cent.  The  House  had  reduced  the  latter 
percentage  in  about  the  same  proportion.  The  Senate,  it 
appears,  has  shown  a  disposition  to  restore  the  Dingley 
Tates  where  the  House  has  lowered  them ;  but  in  both 
•Chambers  the  ringing  of  the  changes  has  been  so  adroit  and 
minute  that  the  alterations  made  are  negligible.  On 
articles  of  perfumery,  including  all  cosmetics  and  denti- 
frices, the  Dingley  law  levied  a  uniform  rate  of  50  per  cent. 
ad  vol.  The  Senate  now  adopts  the  House  increase,  which 
means  a  duty  of  60c.  per  lb.  and  50  per  cent,  ad  vol.  on 
toilet  articles  containing  alcohol  as  an  ingredient,  and  60  per 
cent,  ad  val.  on  perfumery  manufactures  in  which  alcohol 
is  not  used.  France  is  mainly  affected  by  these  increases, 
and  the  United  Kingdom  comes  next.  The  duties  on  fancy 
soaps  and  the  like,  in  the  importation  of  which  the  United 


Kingdom  leads,  are  unchanged.  Several  senators  success- 
fully requested  that  clauses  relating  to  certain  articles 
should  be  left  over  for  later  consideration  and  amendment. 
These  include  sulphate  of  ammonia,  which  is  chiefly  ex- 
ported by  the  United  Kingdom  and  Australia  (especially 
Tasmania).  This  was  made  free  by  the  House,  but  was 
again  made  dutiable  by  the  Senate.  Unmanufactured  chalk, 
the  rate  on  -which  is  undisturbed  and  of  which  the  imports 
are  not  large  (the  greater  part  coming  from  the  United 
Kingdom),  is  another  article  left  over.  Logwood  extracts — ■ 
which  are  chiefly  exported  by  the  British  West  Indies, 
British  East  Indies,  and  the  United  Kingdom — and  chloride 
of  lime,  of  which  the  United  Kingdom  is  the  principal 
exporter,  are  also  down  for  further  consideration.  Refined 
saltpetre,  which  is  made  free,  and  which  is  largely  im- 
ported from  British  India ;  caustic  soda,  chiefly  exported 
by  the  United  Kingdom ;  and  collodion,  exported  by 
France  and  the  United  Kingdom,  on  which  duties  are  in- 
creased, are  all  to  go  over  for  later  consideration.  Indeed, 
the  Bill  as  a  whole  has  been  so  severely  criticised,  altered, 
and  amended  by  the  Senate  that  the  final  and  real  tussle 
ever  the  measure  must  take  place  in  the  joint  Conference 
Committee,  to  which  it  will  be  referred  after  it  has  passed 
both  Houses.  At  the  moment  it  does  not  look  as  if  the  law 
will  come  into  force  before  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year, 
June  30. 

strychnine  in  Camphor  Monobromate. 

There  has  recently  been  considerable  excitement  in 
medical  and  pharmaceutical  circles  in  Russia  consequent 
upon  the  discovery  that  some  camphor  monobromate  sent 
out  by  the  firm  of  W.  K.  Ferrein,  wholesale  druggists, 
Moscow,  contained  strychnine.  Somewhat  exaggerated 
accounts  of  the  matter  have  appeared  in  various  Russian 
papers,  but  the  facts  are  substantially  these  : 

A  customer  of  the  firm,  who  had  obtained  camphor  mono- 
bromate from  them,  dispensed  some  of  it  in  cachets,  with  the 
result  that  the  patient  suffered  from  strychnine-poisoning, 
and  an  examination  of  the  cachets  showed  that  they  contained 
60  per  cent,  of  strychnine,  and  the  stock  corresponded  with 
this.  The  Ferrein  chemists  had  examined  the  consignment  of 
camphor  monobromate  (which  had  been  received  from  German 
manufacturers)  on  its  delivery  and  found  it  free  from  con- 
tamination, but  on  receiving  their  customer's  report  the  whole 
of  the  packages  were  analysed  individually,  and  it  was  found 
that  there  was  strychnine  in  varied  quantities  in  some  of  the 
packages,  the  alkaloid  being  placed  in  different  parts  thereof. 
The  majority  of  the  packages  contained  pure  camphor  mono- 
bromate. The  result  of  these  investigations  was  at  once 
communicated  to  the  medical  authorities  and  the  Governor  of 
the  town.  It  is  well-known  that  Ferrein's  retail  pharmacy  is 
one  of  the  largest  in  the  world ;  the  stocks  of  camphor  mono- 
bromate therein  were  immediately  withdrawn,  while  six  repre- 
sentatives of  the  firm  were  sent  out  to  collect  the  camphor 
monobromate  from  customers  in  the  province  who  had  pur- 
chased from  the  firm,  and  all  other  customers  who  had  obtained 
it  were  telegraphed  to,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  whole  of  the 
monobromate  was  discovered  and  returned.  The  director  of 
the  firm  of  German  manufacturers  who  supplied  the  chemical 
explains  that  the  contamination  with  strychnine  was  an  act  of 
revenge  committed  by  some  employe  in  the  factory. 

Russian  papers  are  disturbled  about  the  matter.  The 
"  Russkoe  Slovo,"  for  example,  called  for  more  rigid  ex- 
amination by  Ferrein  of  chemicals,  in  accordance  with  the 
declaration  Toy  the  firm  in  their  price-list — viz.,  that  "all 
goods,  with  the  exception  of  foreign  patent  medicaments  and 
preparations,  are  subjected  to  thorough  chemical  and 
microscopical  analysis  in  the  laboratories  of  the  firm."  In 
Russia  there  is  a  supposition  that  every  pharmaceutical  pre- 
paration which  comes  from  abroad  and  which  is  sold  in  the 
original  packet  dirlect  is  a  "  patent,"  and  it  was  accordingly 
suggested  that  the  camphor  monobromate  had  escaped 
analysis  because  it  was  foreign;  but  the  firm  of  Ferrein 
declare  that  the  article  was  chemically  examined  before 
being  placed  in  stock. 


682 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


May  1,  1909 


Westminster  Wisdom. 

A  Record  of  Parliamentary  Progress. 


Company  Pharmacy  in  Ireland. 
We  are  informed  that  the  negotiations  which  have  been 
in  progress  for  some  time  past  between  the  representatives 
of  the  limited  companies  in  Ireland  and  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  in  that  country  in  regard  to  the  apprenticeship 
question  have  come  to  nothing,  the  parties  having  failed  to 
agree  in  the  matter.  The  case  is  essentially  one  which  does 
not  under  the  circumstances  admit  of  compromise,  and  the 
only  hope  therefore  of  anything  being  done  in  the  matter  is 
by  the  promotion  of  legislation,  but  this  is  scarcely  likely 
at  the  present  juncture. 

The  Budget. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  is  making  his  state- 
ment while  this  issue  is  going  to  press.  On  the'  previous 
night  he  created  a  precedent  by  issuing  an  explanatory 
memoranduTi  with  respect  to  the  revenue  and  expenditure 
of  the  United  Kingdom  during  the  past  year  and  the  current 
year.  The  revenue  for  1909-10  is  estimated  at  148,390,000/. , 
and  the  total  expenditure  at  164,152,000/.,  the  deficit  to  be 
provided  for  thus  amounting  to  15,762,000/.  Three-fourths 
of  the  deficit  is  due  to  old-age  pensions,  and  the  rest  to  in- 
creased Navy  expenditure.  As  to  last  year,  it  is  shown  that 
the  revenue  from  alcoholic  liquors  has  further  decreased,  the 
consumption  of  beer  now  being  26.47  gals,  per  head  of 
population  (32.29  ten  years  ago)  and  of  spirits  0.87  gal.  per 
head  (1.18  ten  years  ago).  This  has  had  to  be  taken  into 
account  for  next,  year's  revenue,  and  it  is  also  stated  that 
the.  Excise  revenue  has  been  increased  by  the  transfer  of  the 
patent-medicine  and  playing-card  duties,  which  were  for- 
merly accounted  for  under  the  head  of  stamps. 

The  changes  in  taxes  and  new  taxes  announced  up  to  the 
Chancellor's  voice  giving  way  include  the  following :  Income- 
tax  :  No  change  on  those  under  3,000/.,  except  a  special  abate- 
ment of  10/.  per  child  (under  16)  for  parents  with  under 
500/.  a  year,  super-tax  of  bd.  in  the  £  on  incomes  over  5,000/. 
Motor-cars:  New  tax,  65  h.p.,  two  guineas  rising  to  forty 
guineas  for  60  h.p.  ;  doctors'  cars  half  rates  ;  motor-cycles,  11.  ; 
Motor  -petrol,  2d.  per  gal.,  with  rebate  of  ^d.  on  that  used  for 
commercial  motors.    Death  duties  raised  in  some  particulars. 

The  Coroners  Committee. 
We  are  informed  that  in  the  absence  of  Sir  Mackenzie 
Chalmers,  who  is  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Liquor  Traffic  in  Nigeria,  Sir  Horatio  Shephard  will  for  the 
future  preside  over  the  deliberations  of  the  Home  Office 
Committee  which  is  taking  evidence  in  regard  to  coroners' 
law  and  the  practice  in  coroners'  courts.  The  Committee 
will,  it  is  expected,  resume  its  sittings  in  the  course  of  a  few 
days. 

Hop-substitutes. 
In  the  House  of  Commons  on  Monday,  April  26,  Mr. 
Hobhouse,  for  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  replying 
to  a  question  by  Sir  John  Barker,  stated  that  brewers 
are  not  required  by  law  to  make  entry  in  their  brewing- 
books  of  hop-substitutes  which  do  not  fall  within  the  cate- 
gory of  "  brewing-materials  "  in  the  Beer-duty  Act.  The 
entries  are  voluntarily  made,  but  the  Excise  authorities 
have  no  reason  to  doubt  their  general  accuracy. 

Royal  Scottish  Museum. 
The  inflammable  nature  of  the  spirit-stores  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  Royal  Scottish  Museum  at  Edinburgh  was  brought 
to  the  attention  of  the  First  Commissioner  of  Works  in  the 
House  of  Commons  on  'Monday  by  Mr.  Gulland  and  Mr. 
Munro  Ferguson,  and  Mr.  Lewis  Harcourt,  in  reply,  said 
he  had  long  been  aware  of  the  danger,  and  was  glad  to  say 
that  after  prolonged  negotiations  he  had  within  the  last 
week  succeeded  in  purchasiu^  «i">  site.  _  He  could  not, 
however,  obtain  complete  possession  until  1910,  but  as 
soon  as  possible  afterwards  the  site  would  be  cleared. 

Census  of  Production. 
Mr.    W.    J.    Crossley    has   been   privately  informed 
by  Mr.  Winston  Churchill  that  schedules  of  questions  pre- 
pared under  the  Act  to  the  number  of  nearly  half  a  million 
were  issued  before  the  close  of  last  year,  but  the  compilation 


of  the  statistics  entails  a  very  considerable  amount  of  ex- 
amination and  inquiry  by  correspondence  and  otherwise. 
He  proposes  to  publish  preliminary  figures  for  certain  im- 
portant groups  of  trades  in  the  course  of  the  next  two  or 
three  months,  and  the  remainder  of  the  information  will  be 
published  as  rapidly  as  the  nature  of  the  work  permits. 

Exciseable  Drugs  in  India. 
Sir  Herbert  Roberts  asked  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  in  the  Hous'e  of  Commons  on  April  27 
what  was  the  total  net  revenue  from  exciseable  liquors  and1 
drugs  in  India  in  certain  years,  and  the  estimated  revenue 
for  the  current  year.  Mr.  Hobhouse,  acting  for  Mr.  T.  R. 
Buchanan,  who  is  still  indisposed,  sent  a  written  answer  to 
the  hon.  gentleman,  in  which  he  stated  that  the  figures  of 
net  revenue,  stated  in  sterling  at  the  rate  of  Rs.  15  to  the 
pound,  were  as  follows  :  1874-5,  1,561,000/.  ;  1883-4, 
2,538,000/.  ;  1894-5,  3,629,000/.  ;  1904-5,  5,295,000/.  ;  1905-6. 
5,621,000/. ;  1906-7,  5,835,000/. ;  1907-8,  6,163,000/. ;  1908-9. 
6,342,000/.  ;  1909-10,  6,717,000/.  For  the  last  two  years  the 
figures  are  estimates. 

Opium  for  Medicinal  Purposes. 
In  the  House  of  Commons  on  Tuesday  last,  Sir  Herbert 
Roberts  asked  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  the  Ceylon  Government  had  postponed  the  closing 
of  its  licensed  opium  shops  during  the  present  year  pending 
a  reference  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  whether  a  state- 
ment had  been  received  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman  from 
three  non-official  ex-members  of  the  Ceylon  Legislative- 
Council  protesting  against  further  delay  in  carrying  out  the 
policy  unanimously  recommended  by  the  local  opium  com- 
missioners in  their  report  at  the  end  of  the  year  1907- 
Colonel  Seely,  who  replied,  said  the  facts  were  as  stated  in 
the  first  part  of  the  question,  but  the  reason  for  the  delay 
was  that  a  difficulty  had  arisen  as  to  the  regulation  of  the 
supply  of  opium  for  medicinal  purposes  to  the  'V'ederatas. 
or  native  doctors,  of  whom  there  are  a  large  number  in  the 
colony.  This  difficulty  had  led  to  a  further  reference  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  who  is  now  in  communication  with  the 
Governor  as  to  the  best  means  of  surmounting  it.  As'  to  the 
second  part  of  the  question,  the  Secretary  of  State  had  re- 
ceived the  statement  referred  to,  but,  forthe  reason  which 
he  had  given,  had  been  unable  as  yet  to  take  action  in  the 
direction  suggested  by  the  signatories. 

Shop-hours  Regulation. 

We  are  informed  upon  high  official  authority  that  the 
Shop-hours  Regulation  Bill,  in  regard  to  which  a  large 
number  of  deputations  representing  the  various  trades  con- 
cerned have  recently  been  received  at  the  Home  Office,  will 
be  introduced  by  Mr.  Gladstone  before  Whitsuntide.  During 
a  recent  visit  to  his  constituency,  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
received  a  deputation  from  the  Leeds  Early-closing  Associa- 
tion, who  asked  for  a  Bill  providing  for  a  sixty-hour  week,  a 
one-o'clock  compulsory  closing-day  each  week,  and  a  general 
reform  of  the  conditions  of  shop  life.  Mr.  Gladstone 
promised  to  do  all  in  his  power  to  draft  a  Bill  upon  these 
lines,  so  that  there  is  every  probability  that  the  forthcoming 
measure  will  embody  some,  at  any  rate,  of  these  proposals. 
It  is  the  hope  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  that  his  Bill 
will  create  as  little  friction  as  possible,  and  give  the  greatest 
satisfaction  to  the  greatest  number. 

Replying  to  Mr.  T,  ,  Wiles,  who  asked  whether  pro- 
vision would  be  made  in  the  Shop-hours  Bill  for  the  inclu- 
sion of  retail  shops  kept  by  sub-postmasters,  and  whether 
it  would  embrace  the  postal  and  telegraph  business  in  those 
establishments,  Mr.  Gladstone,  on  Tuesday,  said  he  could 
add  nothing  to  his  previous  reply  to  the  hon.  member,  and 
he  must  ask  him  to  await  the  introduction  of  the  Bill,  which 
he  hopes  may  take  place  at  an  early  date. 


Has  Egypt  "Struck"  Oil? — So  many  attempts  have  been 
made  <to  find  petroleum  in  Egypt  without  success  that  the* 
reports  of  a  discovery  at  Gebel  Genesal,  on  the  Red  Sea 
Coast,  about  150  miles  south  of  Suez,  are  being  received  with 
caution.  Reuter  again  telegraphed  from  Cairo  on  April  18 
that  considerable  interest  has  been  aroused  in  commercial 
circles  in  Egypt,  but  it  is  yet  too  soon  to  form  any  definite 
opinion  on  the  value  of  the  find  until  further  borings  have 
been  made.    It  is  evidently  not  a  "  gusher." 
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Trade  Notes. 


The  Berkefeld  Filter  Co.,  Ltd.,  call  attention  in  this 
issue  to  the  fact  that,  under  proper  conditions,  the  filters 
are  readily  sterilised,  and  they  dispute  a  statement  to  the 
contrary  which  has  been  published  in  the  "  Journal  of 
Hygiene." 

Fire. — Messrs.  T.  Howard  Lloyd  &  Co.,  manufacturing 
chemists,  Leicester,  announce  in  our  advertising  columns 
that  the  fire  which  occured  at  their  establishment  was 
confined  to  the  bottle-store  on  the  top  floor.  The  rest 
of  their  stock  escaped  injury,  and  by  drawing  on  the  stock 
at  their  Nottingham  branch  all  orders  can  be  promptly 
filled. 

Cofectant. — This  is  the  name  of  a  new  disinfecting  fluid 
which  is  being  placed  on  the  market  by  Messrs.  Edward 
Cooke  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  soap  specialists,  Bow,  London,  E.  It 
is  put  up  in  flat  green  bottles,  which  are  enclosed  in  white 
cartons  lettered  in  red.  The  features  of  "  Cofectant  "  are 
that  it  has  a  high  and  regular  guaranteed  co-efticient  and  is 
non-toxic. 

Still  Growing  is  the  W.  G.  Taylor  branch  of  Messrs. 
Southall  Bros.  &  Barclay's  business,  Birmingham.  They 
have  just  acquired  the  absorbent-cotton  and  cotton-wool 
branch  of  the  business  of  Messrs.  Wright,  Turner  &  Son, 
Ltd.,  Pendleton,  Manchester,  and  on  and  after  May  31  all 
orders  for  the  Turner  specialities  should  be  addressed  to 
W.  G.  Taylor,  New  Charford  Mills,  Saltley,  Birmingham. 

Buying  Showcases. — Messrs.  Philip  Josephs  &  Sons, 
Ltd.,  93  Old  Street,  London,  E.C.,  have  arranged  that 
chemists  may  purchase  ' '  Silent  Salesman  ' '  showcases  on 
the  instalment  or  "  Times  "  system.  Particulars  are  given 
in  the,cpmpany's  advertisement  in  this  issue,  the  following 
being  an  example  of  the  way  the  system  works  out  :  a  ten- 
guinea  "  Silent  Salesman  "  is  supplied  for  21.  3s.  6d.  with 
order  and  twelve  monthly  payments  of  14s.  11c?. 

Guy's  Pills. — In  preparing  our  list  of  poisons  supple- 
mentary to  the  Poisons  Schedule,  under  the  new  Act,  we 
included  Guy's  Pills,  meaning  thereby  the  compound 
digitalis  pill  of  St.  Thomas's  Hospital  Pharmacopoeia. 
Guy's  Tonic  Co.,  12  Buckingham  Palace  Road,  London, 
S.W.,  inform  us  that  an  impression  has  been  thereby 
created  in  a  few  minds  that  the  preparation  referred  to  is 
Guy's  Fruit  Pills,  which  is  entirely  erroneous.  Guy's 
Fruit  Pills  and  Guy's  Tonic,  we  are  assured,  are  free 
from  scheduled  poisons. 

Advertising  and  Printing  for  Chemists. — That  simple 
yet  quaint  monogram  "  W.H.S."  has  recently  become 
almost  universal  in  Great  Britain  in  connection  with  ad- 
vertising and  artistic  typographical  productions.  It  is 
associated  with  the  creations  of  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  & 
Son,  Ltd.,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  E.C.,  who  have  established 
a  department  in  their  printing-business  for  the  purpose  of 
advising  as  to  advertising,  designing  schemes,  writing  the 
advertisements,  and  producing  them  in  publications,  in 
posters,  in  pamphlets,  in  circulars,  in  showcards,  in  labels, 
and  in  any  form  where  artistic  and  literary  skill  can  be 
united  with  the  printer's  power.  We  have  several  examples 
of  their  work  before  us  :  it  is  high-class,  and  not  cheap  and 
nasty,  and  any  of  our  readers  who  want  to  improve  their 
business  by  such  means  would  do  well  by  writing  to 
"  W.H.S."  for  specimens  and  terms. 

New  Medicated  Confections. — We  cannot  be  far  wrong 
in  describing  the  formalin  throat-tablets  made  by  Messrs. 
Jules  Denoual  &  Co.,  Carlton  Works,  Asylum  Road,  Peck- 
ham,  London,  S.E.,  as  a  confection,  for  they  are  deliciously 
sweet  and  flower-flavoured,  as  well  as  antiseptic.  Each 
tablet  is  f  in.  in  diameter,  weighs  about  15  grains,  and  is 
so  compressed  as  to  dissolve  slowly  on  the  tongue.  The 
flavours  are  rose,  lemon,  mint,  menthol,  and  terebene.  The 
tablets  are  packed  in  amber-glass  bottles  of  fifty,  neatly 
labelled  (customer's  own  name),  and  corked,  5s.  6d.  per 
doz.  bottles,  and  also  in  1-lb.  amber  bottles  at  3s.  Another 
tempting  confection  is  the  firm's  raspberry-and-sulphur 
caramels,  which  come  on  the  market  at  the  proper  time, 
considering  that  a  medical  writer  last  week  published  his 
experience  of  the  efficacy  of  sulphur  in  expelling  intestinal 


thread-worms.  But  Messrs.  Denoual  offer  the  caramels  as 
a  twentieth-century  refinement  of  Mr.  Squeer's  obnoxious 
dose.  Tne  caramels  are  pink,  and  attractive  in  taste  ;  each 
is  wrapped  in  waxed  paper,  and  chemists  can  get  them  in 
a  variety  of  packings  at  8c/.  per  lb.  in  bulk,  or  £-lb.  boxes 
at  5s.  per  doz. 

"  Noise-excluders." — Thomas  Carlyle  built  for  himself 
in  Chelsea  a  sound-proof  room,  so  that  he  might  produce 
his  great  works  in  peace.  John  Davidson,  when  living  in 
Hornsey,  hired  for  himself  a  room  in  a  deadly  silent  neigh- 
bourhood where  he  might  weave  his  web  of  poesy  undis- 
turbed. These  silence-seekers  are  extreme  examples  of 
thousands  who  suffer  in  mind  and  work  through  the 
unceasing  noises  of  our  metropolitan  streets,  and  lived 
before  the  simple  remedy  provided  by  the  Betterment  of 
London  Association,  1  Finsbury  Circus,  London,  E.C., 
which  is  trying  to  bring  relief  to  all  by  agitation  against 
street  noises,  legislation  where  necessary,  and  by  the  novel 
remedy  of  a  "  noise-excluder."  This  is  a  simple  apparatus 
consisting  of  two  ear-caps,  which  are  kept  in  place  by  means 
of  a  steel  spring.  We  spend  the  working-day  in  a  storm  of 
street-noises,  but  when  we  put  on  the  "  noise-excluder  " 
there  was  a  hush,  as  if  the  streets  were  made  ready  for 
the  King,  yet  we  heard  all  that  Mr.  Thos.  Bowden  Green, 
the  enthusiastic  Secretary  of  the  Association,  had  to  say 
about  the  merits  of  the  invention,  nor  did  we  fail  to  catch 
his  almost  whispered  suggestion  that  this  is  an  instrument 
which  many  chemists  should  be  able  to  introduce  to  long- 
suffering  customers. 

Lactic  Tablets, — We  referred  a1  few  weeks  ago  to  the 
tablets  of  Bacillus  acidi  lactici  made  by  Arthur  Cox  &  Co.r 
Ltd.,  Brighton,  specially  for  the  production  of  "  health- 
milk,"  and  put  up  in  bottles.  The  company  are  now  making 
a  smaller-size  tablet  from  the  same  culture  of  bacillus,  from 
a  strain  approved  by  Metchnikoff.  The  new  tablets  are 
put  up  in  tubes,  each  containing  six  tablets,  and  eight 
of  these  tubes  are  enclosed  in  a  metal  case,  the  price  to 
the  chemist  being  18s.  per  doz.  cases.  With  that  or  any 
larger  quantity  Messrs.  Cox  print  labels  with  the  chemist's 
own  name,  and  are  prepared  to  send  samples  and  literature 
to  medical  men  in  the  chemist's  district.  There  is  at 
present  a  large  demand  for  lactic  ferment  tablets,  and 
their  use  is  apparently  extending ;  but  there  is  some  risk  of 
their  supply  being  taken  up  by  vendors  of  milk,  who, 
perhaps  naturally,  consider  that  they  are  the  legitimate 
suppliers  of  soured  milk  or  health-milk.  It  does  not  follow 
that  they  should  get  the  trade  in  lactic  tablets,  but  they 
may,  and  one  object  of  this  note  is  to  suggest  that  chemists 
should  not  allow  this  business  to  go  out  of  their  hands. 
Messrs.  Arthur  Cox  &  Co.  are  willing  to  do  all  in  their' 
power  to  help  chemists,  and  invite  applications  for  samples 
of  the  folders  and  other  literature  which  they  produce  with 
reference  to  "  health-milk  "  and  how  to  make  it. 

Verse-competition. — The  W.  E.  Woods'  Great  Pepper- 
mint Cure  Co.,  Ltd.,  23  Barbican,  London,  E.C.,  organised 
during  the  winter  months  a  verse-competition  in  the  North 
of  England.  The  sum  of  250Z.  was  offered  in  prizes,  and 
there  were  two  classes,  one  for  adults  and  another  for 
children.  The  competitors  were  required  to  submit  three 
verses,  one  each  on  (1)  the  British  Empire,  (2)  a  humorous 
topic,  and  (3)  any  subject.  Each  verse  must  refer  in  some 
way  to  Woods'  Great  Peppermint  Cure.  Between  60,000 
and  70,000  verses  were  sent  in,  and  the  adjudicators — 
Messrs.  Spottiswoode,  Dixon  &  Hunting,  Ltd. — have  had 
a  busy  time  in  looking  through  the  manuscripts  submitted. 
One  of  our  representatives  was  invited  to  call  and  see  the 
winning  verses  and  the  cheques,  which  were  to  be  sent  out 
on  April  30.  The  first  prize  of  WQl.  was  won  by  Miss 
Brierley,  L.L.A.,  Selby,  who  sent  in  a  large  number  of 
verses,  the  MSS.  of  foolscap  being  4  in.  thick.  The  first 
prize  in  the  children's  section  was  awarded  to  a  Leeds  boy.. 
Messrs.  Woods  are  issuing  a  coloured  poster  12  in.  by  24  in., 
giving  a  full  list  of  the  prize-winners,  a  portrait  of  Miss 
Brierley,  and  a  facsimile  of  the  cheque  she  received.  A 
good  deal  of  interest  has  been  taken  in  the  competition  in 
the  North  of  England,  and  those  chemists  who  do  not 
receive  a  copy  of  the  poster  referred  to  should  write  for 
one — it  may  be  of  particular  importance  to  one  or  other  of 
their  customers.  The  prize-winners  are  distributed  over 
the  area  from  Northumberland  in  the  North  to  Derbyshire 
in  the  Midlands. 


684 


THE  CHEMIST 


AND  DEUGGIST 


May  1,  1909 


Association  Affairs. 


Brief  Records. 

"The  Human  Pace"  was  the  subject  of  the  last  lecture 
■oi  the  session  of  the  Teesside  Chemists'  Association  at  a 
meeting  held  on  April  22.  Mr.  J.  C.  Thompson  was  in  the 
chair.  Mr.  Brackenbury,  in  the  course  of  his  lecture,  said 
that  a  careful  study  of  the  face  would  enable  chemists  to 
read  the  spending  capabilities  and  honesty  of  their  customers. 
A  vote  of  thanks  concluded  the  meeting. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association — A  pleasant  social 
and  musical  evening  was  spent  by  the  members  at  73  Newman 
Street,  London,  W.,  on  April  22.  The  contributors  included 
Messrs,  W.  G.  Northey,  B.  Smith,  Drossier  Holland,  C. 
Presant,  W.  Barber,  and  Kinnaird,  who  gave  songs,  sketches, 
stories,  and  violin  solos.  The  various  items  were  highly  appre- 
ciated, and  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  the 
accommodating  artistes.  A  sum  of  10s.  6d.  was  collected  on 
behalf  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Benevolent  Fund. 

Tunbridge  Wells  Assistants.— The  members  of  the 
Tunbridge  Wells  Assistant  Pharmacists'  Association  held  a 
dinner  at  the  Bridge  Hotel  on  April  22  to  wind  up  the 
session.  Advantage  was  taken  of  the  occasion  to  make  a 
presentation.to  Mr.  A.  Norman  Harris,  chemist  and  druggist, 
and  former  Secretary  of  the  Association.  Mr.  Harris  is 
leaving  for  Bournemouth,  and  the  Association  gave  him  an 
inscribed  silver  cigarette-case  as  a  memento  of  his  services. 
A  musical  programme  was  rendered  during  the  evening. 

Public  Pharmacists'  and  Dispensers'  Association.— A 
meeting  was  held  at  St.  Bride  Institute,  London,  E.G.,  on 
April  29,  with  Mr.  R.  W.  Lindsey  (President)  in  the  chair. 
Among  those  present  were  Messrs.  H.  C.  T.  Gardner,  O.  A. 
Elias,  C.  T.  Rutter,  Udale,  F.  Noad  Clarke,  G.  W.  Lindsay, 
Gibson,  W.  Duff,  H.  H.  Hewitt,  W.  E.  Miller,  Russell,  and 
S.  H.  Leadbeater  (Hon.  Secretary).  Two  motions  were  dis- 
cussed and  eventually  passed.  The  first  altered  the  rules 
regarding  the  entry  of  members,  who  in  future  will  have  to  be 
proposed  by  two  members  and  elected  by  ballot  at  a  general 
meeting  of  the  Association.  The  second  resolution  was  to 
•change  the  title  of  the  Association  to  that  of  the  "  Public 
Pharmacists'  and  Dispensers'  Association,"  which  was  carried 
by  eleven  votes  against  three.  A  resolution  to  adopt  the  title 
•of  "  Public  Pharmacists'  Association  "  was  lost  by  a  majority 
of  four  on  a  total  of  twelve  votes.  Mr.  C.  T.  Rutter  then 
gave  a  sketch  of  the  "  Life  of  John  Dalton,"  a  discussion 
•ensuing. 

Whist  at  Frascati's.- The  third  of  the  series  of  social 
evenings  promoted  by  the  Western  Chemists'  Association  (of 
London)  took  the  form  of  a  whist-drive  in  the  York  Room  of  the 
Restaurant  Frascati,  Oxford  Street,  W.,  on  April  23,  and  was 
pronounced  by  all  a  very  jolly  evening.  The  players,  number- 
ing 100,  were  received  by  the  President,  Mr.  R.  L.  Whigham, 
and  his  sister,  Mrs.  Allen.  Play  commenced  at  8  o'clock  and 
was  continued,  with  an  interval  of  three-quarters  of  an  hour  for 
refreshments,  until  11,  when  the  prizes  were  declared  as  won 
by  Miss  Kertgen  (1st),  Mrs.  Dixon  (2nd),  and  Mrs.  Barritt 
(consolation),  Mr.  Taylor  (1st),  Mr.  Andrews  (2nd),  and  Mr. 
Arrowsmith  (consolation).  As  arranged  last  session,  the  prize- 
winners had  an  assortment  of  useful  and  ornamental  articles  to 
select  from,  which  was  much  appreciated.  Mr.  E.  S.  Evans, 
who  (playing  as  lady)  secured  first  prize  with  a  score  of  149, 
waived  his  claim,  but  at  the  request  of  the  President  chose  a 
■consolation  prize,  which  took  the  form  of  a  handsome  rose- 
howl. 

Burnley  Pharmacists.— A  meeting  of  the  Burnley 
Chemists'  Association  was  held  at  the  Bull  Hotel  on  April  27. 
Present,  Messrs.  Brown,  Butterworth,  Clarkson,  Schofield,  L. 
Tomlinson,  N.  Tomlinson,  Pick,  and  Barlow,  jun.  (Burnley), 
Messrs.  Hirst  and  Huggins  (Colne),  Messrs.  Briggs  and  Law- 
ton  (Nelson),  and  Mr.  Swindlehurst  (Barrowford).  Mr.  John 
Brown  was  elected  President,  Mr.  Hirst  Secretary,  and  Mr. 
G  F.  P.  Pick  Treasurer.  The  addresses  of  Mr.  Gibson  and 
Mr.  Neathercoat  as  candidates  for  the  Council  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  were  considered,  and  it  was  resolved  that  the 
members  should  use  their  individual  opinion  as  to  voting. 
The  Chairman  gave  particulars  of  his  interview  and  letter  to 
the  Burnley  Town  Clerk  re  applications  for  licences,  and  also 
read  his  reply  making  an  appointment  to  receive  a  deputa- 
tion. Messrs.  Brown,  Barlow,  and  Butterworth  were  ap- 
pointed a  deputation  to  wait  on  the  Watch  Committee.  It 
was  unanimously  resolved  to  change  the  name  of  the  Associa- 
tion to  "  The  Burnley  and  District  Pharmacists'  Association." 

A  Continental  Smoker.-  The  Hull  and  District  Phar- 
macists' Association  held  a  Continental  smoking-eoncert  at 
the  Grosvenor  Hotel  on  Thursday  evening,  April  22.  The 
excellent  arrangements  made  by  the  Hon.  Secretary.  Mr. 
Walter  Stan ing,  and  his  coadjutors  (particularly  Mr.  R.  F. 
Jones,  who  was  responsible  for  the  musical  programme)  were  j 


crowned  with,  success.  The  attendance  amounted  to  close 
upon  a  hundred  members  and  friends.  Mr.  J.  F.  Robson 
(President)  occupied  the  chair,  and  was  supported  by  Mr. 
Walter  Staning.  The  contributors  to  the  programme  were 
Miss  Rosina  Marr,  Miss  Elsie  Charter,  Miss  Doris  Robinson, 
Miss  Maggie  Regan,  Messrs.  Flanagan,  E.  H.  Causer,  J. 
Davis,  S.  Taylor  Farrell,  and  E.  J.  Chapman,  banjo  solos 
being  also  given  by  Mr.  Simms.  Mr.  Bernard  Wallis  was 
accompanist.  The  proceedings  lasted  until  midnight,  an 
extension  having  been  obtained.  The  members  again  met  on 
the  evening  of  April  27,  Mr.  R.  F.  Jones  presiding  until  the 
President  (Mr.  Robson)  arrived,  when  the  following  new 
members  were  elected  :  Mr.  Sawyer,  City  Hall ;  Mr.  Chap- 
man, Sykes  Street ;  and  Mr.  Mitchell,  of  Park  Road,  senior 
assistant  to  Mr.  Kirton.  Mr.  F.  J.  Gibson,  Wolverhampton, 
and  Mr.  Neathercoat,  Weybridge,  were  recommended  to  the 
members  for  support  as  candidates  for  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council.  A  small  balance  in  hand  from  the  Continental 
"  smoker  "  was  voted  to  the  funds  of  the  Association.  It  was 
decided  to  have  a  picnic  at  Scarborough  on  Thursday  after- 
noon, June  17.  The  next  business  meeting  will  be  in  Sep- 
tember. 

Worth  Wales  Chemists.— In  response  to  a  communica- 
tion from  the  recently  formed  Colwyn  Bay  and  District  Phar- 
macists' Association  to  the  Llandudno  pharmacists,  a  well- 
attended  meeting  was  held  at  the  Craig-y-don  Boarding 
Establishment,  Llandudno,  on  Wednesday,  April  21.  In 
the  absence  of  Mr.  Winter,  the  senior  pharmacist,  the  chair 
was  taken  by  Mr.  W.  A.  Roberts,  and  it  was  unanimously 
decided  to  form  an  Association,  to  be  known  as  the  Llan- 
dudno, Colwyn  Bay,  and  District  Pharmacists'  Association. 
All  the  pharmacists  in  Llandudno,  Colwyn  Bay,  and  Old 
Colwyn  joined,  and  the  following  officers  were  elected  for  the 
first  twelva^  months :  President,  Mr.  Joseph  Winter  (Llan- 
dudno) ;  Vice-President,  Mr.  J.  L.  Hunt  (Colwyn  Bay);' 
Treasurer,  Mr.  Cocker ;  Secretary,  Mr.  H.  Gibson,  Maddox 
Street,  Llandudno.  It  was  resolved  that  five  meetings  be 
held  each  session,  alternately  at  Llandudno  and  Colwyn  Bay, 
between  September  and  the  end  of  April  following,  and  that 
the  Secretary  communicate  with  each  of  the  pharmacists  in 
business  at  Deganwy,  Llandudno  Junction.  Conway,  Pen- 
maenmawr,  Llanfairfechan,  Llanrwst,  and  Bettws-y-coed, 
asking  them  to  join  the  Association.  .  It  was  also  decided 
that,  while  the  newly  formed  Association  could  do  useful  work 
among  the  pharmacists  of  the  district  generally,  it  was  ad- 
visable that  the  Llandudno  and  Colwyn  Bay  pharmacists  con- 
tinue to  hold  separate  meetings  to  arrange  matters  affecting- 
the  craft  in  the  respective  towns. 

Assistants'  Union.— The  members  of  the  London  Branch 
of  the  National  Union  of  Assistant  Pharmacists  met  at 
37  Ladbroke  Road<  Notting  Hill,  London.  W.,  on  April  25. 
Mr.  E.  A.  H.  Shelley  was  in  the  chair,  and  opened  a  discus- 
sion on  the  objects  of  the  Union.  As  a  result  it  was  agreed 
that  immediate  action  should  be  taken  to  secure  the  inclusion 
of  pharmacists  in  the  Shop  Hours  Bill.  A  discussion 
followed  on  the  question  of  the  inclusion  of  unqualified 
assistants  in  the  Union,  much  division  of  opinion  being  shown. 
Mr.  R.  Vernon  Sanders,  37  Ladbroke  Road,  Notting  Hill,  W., 
was  appointed  Secretary  in  place  of  Mr.  E.  A.  Lenton,  who 
is  leaving  London.  The  next  meeting  is  to  be  held  on  Whit- 
Monday.  A  meeting  of  the  Newcastle-on-Tyne  Branch  was 
held  in'the  Y.M.C.A.  Rooms  on  April  26,  Mr.  H.  N.  Popham 
(President  of  the  branch)  in  the  chair.  The  chief  topic  of 
discussion  was  the  min  mum  wage  question,  and  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Farrer,  General  Seci-etary  of  the  Union,  was  read,  bear- 
ing on  the  subject,  in  which  he  stated  that  "  Even  if  it  is 
guaranteed  that  the  fixing  of  a  minimum  wage  mechanically 
fixes  the  maximum,  the  good  done  would,  as  far  as  the 
majority  are  concerned,  outweigh  the  evil.  But  what  we  seek 
is  to  place  a  price  upon  the  qualification  which  will  represent 
an  adequate  living  wage  (say  21.  10s.  per  week),  but  neither  we 
nor  anyone  else  can  fix  the  price  of  individuality — special 
ability  and  enterprise  have  freedom  to  secure  what  they  can. 
The  minimum  wage  question  based  on  the  value  of  the 
qualification  does  not  present  unsurmountable  difficulties,  and 
that  it  is  coming  within  the  range  of  practical  things  can  be 
seen  in  the  effort  our  Australian  confreres  are  making  in  this 
direction." 


Society  of  Chemist=Opticians. 

A  Council-meeting  of  this  Society  was  held  on  April  23, 
at  which  there  were  present  Mr.  F.  S.  Horsey  (in  the 
chair),  Mr.  Crossland  (Sutton),  Mr.  Curtis  (Stroud 
Green),  Mr.  Hopper,  Mr.  Woolley.  and  Mr.  J.  Harcombe 
Cuff  (Hon.  Secretary).  The  following  were  elected  : 
Members.—  Mr.  J.  M.  Dowty,  Pershore ;  Mr.  J.  W* 
Golightly,  Pudsey;  Mr.  R.  Hill,  Spennymoor;  Mr.  J,  C. 
Johnson,  Aston  Manor;  Mr.  J.  E.  Matthew,  Hoyland ; 
Mr.  W.  Massey.  Guildford:  Mr.  A.  W.  Nunn,  Colchester; 
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Mr.  B.  Pearson,  Kensington;  Mr.  M.  Radford,  Sutton-in- 
Ashfield;  Mr.  W.  Taylor,  Consett ;  Mr.  A.  S.  Templeton, 
Muirkirk;  Mr.  F.  W.  Whitwell,  Peterborough.  Asso- 
ciates.—Mr.  F.  H.  Clark.  Southport ;  Mr.  L.  Dumper, 
Fareham.  The  arrangements  for  the  annual  meeting  and 
the  annual  report  of  the  Council  were  approved.  The 
annual  meeting  is  to  be  held  on  May  13  at  the  Royal 
Horticultural  Society's  Hall  during  the  Chemists'  Exhibi- 
tion, and  Mr.  Lionel  Laurance  has  promised  to  give  an 
address  on  "  The  Scope  of  the  Opticians'  Work."  A  com- 
munication was  received  from  the  Optical  Society  regarding 
standards  for  spectacles,  eyeglasses,  and  test-lenses,  which 
was  referred  to  the  Law  Committee. 

Manchester  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

The  annual  meeting  was  held  in  the  Victoria  Hotel  on 
Wednesday,  April  21,  Mr.  G.  S.  Woolley  (President)  in 
the  chair.  After  the  scrutineers  had  been  appointed  to 
examine  the  voting  papers  for  the  election  of  members  of 
Council,  the  Secretary  (Mr.  Jas.  Grier)  read  the  annual 
report.  The  meetings  and  social  functions  held  during 
the  session  were  described,  and  a  detailed  account  was  given 
of  the  action  taken  by  the  Council  with  reference  to  the 
granting  of  licences  under  Section  2  of  the  new  Act.  The 
membership  of  the  Association  is  106,  or  slightly  less  than 
last  year,  a.  result  due  in  part  to  the  formation  of  local 
associations  in  neighbouring  towns  and  districts.  The 
balance-sheet  submitted  by  the  Treasurer  showed  a  small 
deficit  on  the  year's  working,  but  the  expenses  incurred 
this  last  session  had  been  exceptionally  heavy. 

The  result  of  the  ballot  for  the  election  of  members  of  the 
new  Council  was  as  follows  :  Messrs.  Pidd,  Griffiths 
Hughes,  Kidd,  J.  W.  Walton,  G.  S.  Woolley,  Blackburn, 
Grier,  Lane,  Blain,  Kirkbey,  Bates,  and  Wild.  Mr.  G.  S. 
Woolley  was  re-elected  President,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
F.  W.  Bates,  seconded  by  Mr.  G.  Wilkinson.  Messrs.  J. 
Woodruff  Walton  and  J.  C.  Kidd  were  re-elected  Vice- 
Presidents ;  Mr.  A.  J.  Pidd,  Treasurer;  Mr.  Jas.  Grier, 
Secretary ;  and  Mr.  W.  Griffiths  Hughes,  Assistant  Secre- 
tary and  Librarian;  Mr.  Gerald  Pinchbeck  was  appointed 
Auditor. 

The  President  then  moved  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  seconded  by  Mr.  A.  J.  Pidd,  and  carried  with  acclama- 
tion : 

That  the  thanks  of  the  members  of  the  Manchester  Phar- 
maceutical Association  be  tendered  to  John  Rymer  Young, 
Esq.,  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great 
Britain,  for  his  valuable  services,  which  have  resulted  in 
the  passing-  of  the  Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Act,  1908,  and 
at  the  same  time  congratulating  him  on  the  result  of  his 
arduous  labours. 

Mr.  A.  H.  R.  Balmforth  was  proposed  as  a  member  of 
the  Association.  Mr.  J.  Cleworth  brought  forward  a  sug- 
gestion to  hold  a  picnic  during  July  or  August.  Votes  of 
thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  to  the  two  Secretaries  brought 
the  business  to  a  close,  after  which  the  members  adjourned 
to  another  room,  where  an  excellent  musical  entertainment 
was  provided  until  eleven  o'clock.  Mr.  Matey,  of  Cheet- 
■ham  Hill,  accompanied  at  the  piano,  and  nine  other  gentle- 
men contributed  songs  and  recitations. 

Wolverhampton  Chemists'  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  at  the  Star  and  Garter  Hotel,  Wolver- 
hampton, on  Wednesday,  April  21,  Mr.  Dunn  in  the  chair. 
There  were  also  present  Messrs.  Fellows,  Forster,  Hunt, 
Coleman,  Phillips,  Warner,  H.  Warner,  Willcock,  Gibson. 
Rowdier.  Stanway,  Goodwin,  and  Trott.  The  Secretary 
stated  that  he  had  sent  a  letter  of  sympathy  to  Mr.  H.  E. 
Cullwick  in  regard  to  the  death  of  his  brother  (the  Mayor). 
Messrs.  Fellows,  Hall,  and  Coleman  represented  the  Asso- 
ciation at  the  funeral.  Mr.  Coleman  proposed  and  Mr. 
Gibson  seconded  that  Mr.  Garland  (Cannock)  be  elected  a 
member.  The  President  then  called  upon  Mr.  F.  J.  Gibson 
to  open  a  discussion  on  the 

Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Act. 
Mr.  Gibson,  in  giving  a  review  of  the  Act,  said  Section  2 
seems  to  have  caused  much  feeling,  yet  had  it  not  been  for 
this  section  he  questioned  whether  we  should  have  had  the 
Act.  The  committee  of  the  Association  had  laid  before  the 
local  authorities  a  full  list  of  qualified  persons  who  hold 
stock  of  agri-horticultural  poisons  in  the  county  borough 


and  outlying  Sistricts.  Mr.  Gibson  also  spoke  en- 
tire provisions  of  Sections  3  and  4,  saying  as  to 
the  curriculum  that  it  will  require  a  good  deal  of 
thought  and  consideration.  An  interesting  discussion, 
followed,  in  which  Messrs.  Willcock,  Phillips,  Dunn, 
Warner,  Coleman,  and  others  took  part.  Mr.  Willcock 
proposed  and  Mr.  Phillips  seconded  a  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  to  Mr.  Gibson,  whom  the  President  congratulated 
on  his  unanimous  re-election  as  Vice-Chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians. 

Consideration  of  a  letter  from  the  President  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  about  the  Parliamentary  Fund  was 
adjourned  to  the  next  meeting. 

Northampton  Chemists'  Association. 

The  annual  meeting  was  held  at  the  Black  Boy  Hotel. 
Northampton,  on  Tuesday.  Mr.  G.  Ingle  (President)  was 
in  the  chair,  and  there  were  also  present  Mr.  W.  D.  Mayger. 
Mr.  L.  North,  Mr.  W.  Gatehouse,  Mr.  W.  McKinnell,  Mr. 
H.  Rolfe,  Mr.  F.  C.  Ashford,  Mr.  E.  Dennis,  Mr.  Donald 
McKinnell,  Mr.  J.  Flinton  Harris,  and  Mr.  Fred  Cowdery 
(Hon.  Secretary). 

Report  and  Balance  Sheet. — The  financial  statement 
submitted  by  Mr.  Cowdery  showed  a  balance  in  hand  of 
8/.  8*.  4rf.  In  his  annual  report  the  Hon.  Secretary 
announced  that  the  attendance  at  the  monthly  meetings  had 
increased,  but  was  not  yet  what  it  should  be.  The  Poisons 
and  Pharmacy  Act  was  referred  to  in  somewhat  pessimistic 
terms.    The  report  and  balance  sheet  were  adopted. 

Election  of  Officers. — Mr.  Ingle  was  pressed  to  remain 
as  President  another  year,  but  declined  because  of  his  belief 
in  the  advantages  of  having  a  fresh  President  annually. 
Eventually  it  was  resolved  that  it  be  a  new  rule  of  the 
Association  to  choose  a  different  member  as  President  every 
year.  On  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Ashford,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Cowdery,  Mr.  E.  Dennis  was  elected  President,  with  con- 
gratulations and  good  wishes  on  his  forthcoming  marriage. 
Mr.  F.  Cowdery  was  re-elected  Hon.  Secretary  and 
Treasurer,  and  Mr.  H.  Rolfe  was  appointed  auditor.  Votes 
of  thanks  to  the  officers  for  their  past  services  were 
accorded. 

Change  of  Name. — On  the  motion  of  Mr.  L.  North, 
seconded  by  Mr.  D.  McKinnell,  the  name  of  the  Association 
was  altered  to  the  Northampton  and  District  Pharmacists" 
Association. 

The  Town  Council  and  Poison  Licences. — Mr.  Ingle- 
mentioned  that  a  Northampton  nurseryman  has  applied  for 
a  Section  2  licence,  and  the  Hon.  Secretary  reported  that  the 
Town  Clerk  had  said,  "  It  is  stated  in  the  Bill  that 
preference  should  be  given  to  nurserymen."  Mr.  North 
remarked,  "  Yes,  but  that  does  not  mean  preference  over 
chemists.  The  preference,  I  take  it,  should  only  prevail 
when  other  tradesmen  are  applying. "  Mr.  F.  C.  Ashford. 
who  for  six  years  was  a  member  of  the  Town  Council,  said 
that  from  information  he  had  received  he  understood  that 
the  Town  Council  contemplated  granting  licences  to  every 
seedsman  or  florist  who  cared  to  apply.  That  was  not  the 
intention  of  the  Act,  and  he  moved  that  a  deputation  wait 
upon  the  Town  Council  with  regard  to  the  matter.  Mr.  L.. 
North  seconded,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

Messrs.  W.  McKinnell,  F.  C.  Ashford,  and  H.  Rolfe  were- 
appointed  to  wait  upon  the  Town  Council  on  Monday  next . 

Newcastle-on-Tyne  Pharmacists'  Association. 

A  Meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  on  April  21  at  the 
Hotel  Metropole,  Mr.  T.  Maltby  Clague  (President)  in  the 
chair.  The  President  reported  on  the  deputation  to  the 
local  Grocers'  Association  with  regard  to  counteracting  the 
movement  which  co-operators  have  in  hand  at  the  forth- 
coming Conference  at  Newcastle,  in  which  they  are  making 
arrangements  for  pulpit  reference  to  further  the  cause  of 
co-operation. 

Mr.  Buckley,  chemist,  North  Shields,  was  nominated 
President  for  the  next  session. 

Mr.  F.  Gilderdale,  F.C.S.,  then  read  a  few  notes  on  the- 

Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Act,  1908. 
He  said  it  is  essential  that  Associations  should  seriously 
consider  this  new  Act,  for  it  is  necessary  that  everyone  in 
the  trade  should  be  conversant  with  the  requirements  of 
the  Act  and  keep  up  their  knowledge  of  pharmacy  law.  Irt 
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discussions  which  follow  a  paper  of  this  nature  many  vague 
ideas  are  put  in  a  different  light,  and  a  better  acquaintance 
with  the  Act  is  brought  about.  Whatever  chemists  had 
lost,  or  whatever  they  had  gained,  they  still  have  the  safety 
of  the  public  to  consider,  and  if  the  Act  does  not  prove  a 
success  as  regards  the  licensing  of  others  than  qualified 
■chemists  for  the  sale  of  agricultural  and  horticultural 
poisons,  it  will  not  be  the  fault  of  the  chemists.  Public 
authorities  have  now  received  definite  instructions  as  to  the 
granting  of  licences.  If  these  instructions  are  carried  out 
and  licences  properly  looked  after,  no  real  danger  is  to  be 
feared,  but  there  seems  to  be  a  feeling  that  licences  should 
be  granted  even  where  it  can  be  proved  that  sufficient 
facilities  already  exist.  This  is  contrary  to  the  spirit  of 
the  Act,  and  authorities  who  ignore  Clause  5  of  the 
Order  in  Council  will  be  taking  on  themselves  a  grave  re- 
sponsibility. It  is  unfortunate  that  a  fixed  fee  has  not  been 
made  for  licences,  so  that  all  would  be  alike.  The 
fee  of  Is.  6c?.  per  year  after  the  licence  has  been  ob- 
tained is  an  absurdly  low  price  to  pay.  But  this  renewal 
fee  could  be  fixed  at  Is.,  6d. ,  or  even  Id.,  if  the  authorities 
thought  fit.  What  a  reasonable  fee  will  amount  to  for  the 
inspection  of  the  register  of  these  licences  is  an  ambiguous 
and  debatable  point,  but  in  the  case  of  qualified  chemists 
no  fee  should  be  charged  for  inspection.  The  conditions 
of  sale  and  storage  are  fairly  stringent,  and  many  would-be 
sellers  will  find  that  they  have  more  conditions  to  fulfil 
than  they  anticipated.  Licensed  vendors  must  also  re- 
member that  if  any  of  these  substances  sold  by  them  are 
used  in  the  arts  or  manufactures,  a  breach  of  the  law  takes 
place.  They  are  in  this  sense  at  the  mercy  of  their  cus- 
tomers. Mr.  Gilderdale  said  he  did  not  think  that  firms  or 
limited  companies  could  be  licensed,  but  only  private  in- 
dividuals, who  must  hand  over  the  poisons  themselves.  If 
poisons  are  sold  by  assistants  it  is  a  breach  of  the  law.  The 
title  "  pharmacist,"  company-trading,  and  division  of  the 
Minor  were  also  commented  upon.  A  discussion  followed, 
and  Mr.  Gilderdale  was  thanked  for  his  paper.  In  replying, 
Mr.  Gilderdale  drew  attention  to  the  pamphlets  of  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  which  contain  much  valu- 
able information  on  agricultural  matters  of  interest  to 
country  pharmacists. 

Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland  Chemists' 
Association. 

The  annual  meeting  was  held  at  the  Regent  Tea  Rooms, 
Gla  sgow,  on  April  22,  Mr.  J.  P.  Gilmour  (President)  in 
the  chair.  It  was  agreed  to  send  a  letter  of  condolence  to 
Mr.  W.  L.  Currie.  The  Secretary  (Mr.  A.  McMillan) 
submitted  the 

Annual  Report  of  the  Council, 
which  opened  with  a  reference  to  the  Poisons  and  Phar- 
macy Act,  which  was  considered  to  be,  on  the  whole,  a 
step  in  progress;  and  in  regard  to  Section  2  licences  the 
Council  said  : 

Our  duty  is  plain  and  evident :  to  adapt  ourselves  as 
quickly  as  possible  to  the  changed  conditions,  to  see  that 
the  regulations  regarding  the  sale  of  poisons  are  strictly 
and  scrupulously  observed,  and  to  justify  what  has  been 
the  strongest  note  in  our  opposition  to  any  lessening  of  the 
facilities  for  obtaining  poisonous  substances — the  claim  that 
we  have  at  heart — "  the  interest  of  the  public." 

The  membership  of  the  Association  this  year  had  been 
135,  and  the  attendance  at  the  meetings  extremely 
gratifying.  The  Trade  Committee  considered  the  question 
of  approaching  the  proprietors  of  a  number  of  much 
"cut"  preparations,  and  correspondence  was  entered  into 
with  several.  In  all  cases  save  one  courteous — though,  in 
some  instances,  non-committal — replies  were  received.  The 
net  result  has  been  a  private  arrangement  with  the  Messrs. 
Steedman  &  Co.  to  protect  the  price  of  their  powders,  and 
the  placing  on  the  P.A.T.A.  Protected  List  of  Coutt's 
Acetic  Acid.  Reference  was  also  made  to  the  Retail  and 
Dispensing  Price-list  and  the  Formulary. 

The  Finances. 

This  report  was  followed  by  one.  from  the  Treasurer 
(Mr.  R.  Tocher),  which  showed  a  balance  of  19Z.  18s.  Id. 
to  the  credit  of  the  Association. 

The  President  moved  the  adoption  of  the  reports,  and 
Mr.  Brodie,  in  seconding,  remarked  that  he  acted  as 
treasurer  of  the  Association  many  years  ago,  when  it  was 


no  unusual  thing  to  find  himself  with  a  credit  balance  of 
-2d.  at  the  year's  end. 

New  Officers. 

Mr.  Gilmour,  in  announcing  the  next  business  as  the 
election  of  new  office-bearers,  said,  as  he  was  not  eligible 
for  re-election,  he  thanked  the  members  for  the  support 
and  confidence  extended  to  him  during  his  presidency. 

The  following  were  then  elected  :  President,  Mr.  J.  W. 
Sutherland;  Vice-Presidents,  Mr.  J.  P.  Gilmour  and  Mr. 
W.  Forgie;  Secretary,  Mr.  A.  McMillan;  Treasurer,  Mr. 
R.  Tocher;  Librarian,  Mr.  P.  Irvine;  Council,  Messrs. 
H-  P.  Arthur,  D.  Black,  I.  Crombie,  W.  L.  Currie,  T. 
Guthrie  (Clydebank),  J.  H.  Hart,  G.  S.  Kitchin,  J.  Len- 
nox, A.  McKellar,  R.  T.  McCowan  (Paisley),  D.  McNav 
(Kilmarnock),  J.  H.  Riddell,  J.  A.  Russell  (Gr  eenock  , 
J.  H.  Smith,  and  D.  Taylor  (Motherwell). 

Mr.  Brodie  moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Gilmour, 
which  was  enthusiastically  accorded.  Mr.  Gilmour  having 
briefly  replied,  Mr.  D.  Black  moved  a  similar  vote  to  the 
Secretary,  which  Mr.  McMillan  shortly  acknowledged. 

Liverpool  Chemists'  Association. 

An  open  general  meeting  was  held  at  the  Royal  Institution 
on  Thursday,  April  22,  Mr.  T.  S.  Wokes  (President)  in- the 
chair.  There  was  an  unusually  large  attendance,  the  object 
of  the  meeting  being  to  follow  up  the  immediate  sugges- 
tions in  Mr.  Moreton  Parry's  paper,  fully  reported  in  the 
C.  &  P.,  April  10,  p.  574. 

New  Members.— Messrs.  F.  C.  Naylor,  E.  G.  Welton, 
H.  S.  Welton,  and  T.  E.  Morris  were  elected  members. 

The  President  then  opened  the  discussion,  for  which  the 
meeting  had  been  convened,  on 

Shorter  Hours  for  Pharmacists. 
He  said  that  Liverpool  is  not  a  small,  compact  town 
in  which  it  is  easy  for  pharmacists  to  combine  to  close  at  an 
early  hour.  Nearly  all  varieties  of  business  are  conducted 
in  the  city  and  suburbs,  and  there  are  many  difficulties1  to 
overcome  owing  to  the  different  demands  of  the  people 
catered  for. 

Mr.  Barr  did  not  consider  that  much  benefit  was  to  be 
derived  from  a  few  hours'  closing  in  an  afternoon,  but' 
thought  that  if  the  town  were  to  be  divided  up  into  districts, 
and  men  deputed  to  call  on  all  the  pharmacists  in  each 
district  and  obtain  their  views,  much  might  be  achieved  in 
the  way  of  early  closing.  Speaking  for  the  district  with 
which  he  is  particularly  associated,  he  stated  that  his  firm 
had  begun  to  close  at  9  o'clock,  but  'found  that  other  chemists 
did  not  do  so,  so  they  now  keep  open  until  10.  On  the 
first  four  nights  of  each  week  the.re  would  be  no  difficulty 
in  closing  early,  but  on  Friday  and  Saturday  (the  wages 
days)  there  is  more  money  to  be  spent  and  greater  difficulty 
in  closing  early. 

Mr.  Moreton  Parry  said  it  was  incredible  that  educated 
men  should  wish  to  keep  open  until  all  hours,  and  that 
chemists  were  in  a  state  of  slavery.  Everywhere  around  us 
are  signs  of  advancement,  but  there  can  be  no  progress  in 
pharmacy  while  long  hours  are  systematically  perpetuated. 
He  proceeded  to  sketch  the  present  tendency  towards 
better  health  conditions  in  other  walks  of  life,  and  added 
that  he  had  never  felt  warmer  towards  the  Executive  of  the 
Association  than  at  present  for  their  prompt  action  in 
arranging  this  meeting  and  giving  an  opportunity  to  find 
means  for  solving  a  terrible  problem.  The  next  thing  is  to 
find  a  remedy.  Any  scheme  at  the  start  must  be  tentative,: 
any  plan  experimental.  Success  will  not  of  necessity  follow, 
but,  proceeding  systematically,  the  chances  are  mostly  in 
favour  of  the  reform  being  effected.  He  considered  that 
the  starting-point  should  be  the  formation  of  a  strong  Trade 
Committee  composed  entirely  of  retail  pharmacists,  with 
full  power  to  act  as  they  may  deem  expedient.  They  .would 
have  to  form  schemes,  to  court  suggestions,  to  answer 
inquiries,  to  act  as  a  court  of  appeal  in  any  local  or  general 
difficulties.  They  should  have  power  to  add  to  their 
number,  to  decide  a.  central  meeting-place,  and  to  raise 
necessary  funds  by  subscription  or  otherwise.  He  recognised 
the  difficulties  mentioned  by  Mr.  Barr  f  but  there  should 
be  little  difficulty  in  getting  most  pharmacies  closed  at  least 
one  night  weekly  at,  say,  7  or  8  o'clock,  and  to  obtain  for 
those  in  the  suburbs  one  afternoon's  rest  between  1  and 
6  p.m.  He  considered  that  the  difficulties. of  partiararrang'e'-' 
ments  are  generally  due  to  the  mischief  created"  by  '.the! 
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underhand  work  of  outside  interested  parties.  He  did  not 
agree  with  the  President  that  an  Act  of  Parliament  is 
needed ;  the  power  of  publicity  properly  used  is  stronger 
than  any  Act  of  Parliament,  and  should  be  used.  He 
formally  moved  that  a  committee  as  suggested  be  appointed. 

Mr.  J.  J.  Smith  saw  no  harm  in  carrying  out  Mr.  Parry's 
suggestions.  At  the  same  time  he  could  not  agree  with  him 
that  chemists  in  the  district  had  sat  down  calmly  under 
the  long  hours.  He  had  for  some  twenty-five  years  closed 
early,  and  found  that  all  the  chemists  round  him  kept  open 
longer  than  he  did. 

Mr.  Thomas  wanted  to  know  why  the  doors  of  a  certain 
stores  could  be  closed  long  before  those  of  the  chemist  in  the 
same  district  ? 

Mr.  Barr  said  that  in  his  own  district  it  was  not  possible 
to  bring  the  men  into  line  on  the  matter  of  early  closing,  or 
indeed  to  come  to  any  sort  of  terms  with  them. 

Mr.  Lloyd  (Garston),  after  forty  years'  experience,  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  one  could  be  too  much  of  a  doormat 
to  the  public.  In  Garston  the  hours  were  much  too  long, 
and  many  attempts  had  been  made  to  close  earlier.  ■  As  a 
matter  of  fact  he  did  not  open  at  all  on  Sundays.  On  week- 
days he  closed  at  9,  keeping  the  door  on  the  latch  for  anyone 
requiring  medicine. 

Mr.  A.  C.  Abraham  did  not  feel  that  he  ought  to  say 
much,  as  the  question  did  not  affect  his  business  in  the 
least.  He  mentioned  that  the  Liverpool  Chemists'  Associa- 
tion had  made  two  serious  attempts  to  grapple  with  the 
question  of  early  closing.  The  first  was  some  forty  or  fifty 
years  ago,  when  a  certain  number  of  chemists  agreed  to 
close  early,  and  many  of  them  have  kept  to  it,  while  others 
have  been  compelled  to  go  back  to  the  old  system.  The  next 
attempt  was  about  twenty  years  ago,  and  a  great  many  of 
those  who  at  that  date  agreed  to  close  early  have  done  so 
up  to  the  present  time,  including  his  firm.  By  adopting 
early  closing  a  small  loss  of  business  might  result,  but  he 
felt  sure  there  was  another  side  to  the  question.  There 
could  be  no  doubt  that  in  getting  away  from  business  early 
the  health  was  much  improved,  and  this  would  more  than 
compensate  for  any  loss  of  trade,  if,  indeed,  there  were  such 
loss.  He  found  that  not  only  himself,  but  his  staff  could 
get  through  their  work  better  and  more  rapidly  if  allowed 
time  for  recreation,  and  he  was  sure  that  more  work  was 
actually  done  in  the  shorter  hours,  as  they  were  all  fresher 
and  more  active  during  the  time  they  were  working.  There 
was  a  very  important  bearing  in  the  shorter  hours  of  the 
stores  mentioned  by  a  previous  speaker,  and  that  was  that 
assistants  were  more  prone  to  go  from  the  ordinary  retail 
shops  on  account  of  the  shorter  hours  ;  but  he  thought  that 
the  best  class  of  man  was  loyal  to  his  craft  and  would  not 
be  induced  to  change  for  a  small  advantage  of  this  kind. 
He  heartily  supported  all  that  Mr.  Parry  had  said,  and 
he  did  not  think  that  an  Act  of  Parliament  would  set  matters 
right. 

Mr.  Stones  (Birkenhead)  said  that  there  should  at  all 
times  be  facilities  for  dispensing  to  be  conducted,  but  not 
general  trade.  He  did  not  consider  that  shops  should  be 
open  on  Sundays. 

Mr.  Marsden  told  the  meeting  about  the  pharmaceutical 
hours  in  France,  and  said  he  did  not  think  the  work  done 
at  a  late  hour  paid  for  the  lighting  required. 

Mr.  Percival  was  glad  to  see  that  the  Association  by 
calling  this  meeting  had  shown  that  it  is  alive  to  the  trade 
interests  of  the  craft.  He  considered  that  the  Council 
should  be  the  body  to  form  the  committee  suggested  by 
Mr.  Parry,  and  not  the  present  meeting. 

Mr.  Cooke  (Hoylake)  seconded  this,  and  expressed  him- 
self in  favour  of  early  closing. 

Mr.  McCaig,  Mr.  Cooling  (Birkenhead),  and  Mr. 
Robinson  having  spoken,  the  meeting  appointed  the  fol- 
lowing committee  :  Messrs.  Parry,  Lloyd  (Garston),  Barr, 
Lloy_cT(Edge  Lane),  Prebble,  J.  J.  Smith,  Martin  Hughes, 
Saw^en.  Robinson,  Harold  Wyatt,  Nelmes,  and  Last. 

Protected  Prices. — The  following  alterations  have  been 
made  in  the  April  P.A.T.A.  protected  list.  Additions  : 
Allenbury's  perfumes;  Barnett's  I.C.Y.  toilet  prepara- 
tions ;  Coutts'  guaranteed  acetic  acid  ;  Cuff's  fly  oil ; 
Frame  Food  and  specialities  ;  Gibbs'  violet  oatmeal  bars  ; 
Guipsine  pills;  Heala  ointment;  Mennen's  Borofoam 
tooth-powder;  Omar  tooth-powder;  Papier  Poudre  shaving 
pads;  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.'s  hydrogen  peroxide;  sphagnol 
ointment.    Deletions  :  Vitadatio ;  Vynene. 


Pharmaceutical  Society. 


NORTH  BRITISH  BRANCH. 

A MEETING  of  the  Executive  was  held  at  36  York 
Place,  Edinburgh,  on  Friday,  April  23.  The 
Chairman  (Mr.  J.  P.  Gilmour),  in  opening  the 
business,  referred  to  the  death  of  Mr.  James  Buchanan  and 
of  Mr.  John  Harvey  (Airdrie),  and  it  was  agreed  to  record 
in  the  minutes  an  expression  of  the  Executive's  sense  of  the 
loss  of  these  two  representative  men,  of  appreciation  of  the 
services  they  had  rendered  to  the  Society,  and  an  assurance 
of  sympathy  with  the  bereaved  relatives.  The  Chairman  also 
referred  to  the  sore  bereavement  which  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  L. 
Currie  had  sustained  in  the  death  of  their  son,  Mr.  John 
Currie,  who  expired  two  days  after  his  invalided  return 
from  South  Africa. 

Mr.  David  Gilmour,  in  supporting  the  resolution,  said  he 
had  been  greatly  interested  in  this  case  since  he  had  been 
brought  into  close  contact  with  Mr.  Currie  within  the  last 
six  months,  and  he  heartily  sympathised  with  him. and  his 
family. 

Agri-horticultural  Licences. 

The  Assistant-Secretary  read  the  minutes  of  the  General 
Purposes  Committee,  from  which  it  appeared  that  a  special 
meeting  had  been  held  on  March  11  to  consider  an  emergency 
that  had  been  created  by  the  granting  of  licences  under 
Section  2  of  the  Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Act  by  the  Town 
Councils  of  Dalkeith,  Galashiels,  and  Kilmarnock  before 
the  regulations  were  gazetted.  The  Assistant- Secretary, 
having  communicated  with  the  headquarters  in  London, 
had  been  instructed  to  obtain  the  authority  of  the  General 
Purposes  Committee  to  take  whatever  action  might  be 
necessary  to  prevent  the  intention  of  the  new  Act  being  set 
aside.  The  committee  agreed  that,  in  addition  to  com- 
municating with  the  local  authorities,  the  facts  should  be 
reported  to  the  Secretary  for  Scotland,  with  a  request  that 
some  prompt  action  should  be  taken  to  prevent  the  reckless 
granting  of  licences  in  places  where  they  were  not  required. 
It  was  also  agreed  to  suggest  to  the  Privy  Council  that  the 
regulations  under  the  Order  in  Council  should  be  framed  so 
as  to  ensure  that  the  real  intention  of  Subsection  2  would  be- 
correctly  apprehended  and  acted  upon  by  local  authorities, 
and  that  action  might  be  taken  through  members  of  Parlia- 
ment to  impress  upon  the  Government  the  need  for  some 
restraint  being  put  upon  the  action  of  local  authorities,  and 
that  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  might  be  asked  to  arrange  that  if 
necessary  a  question  should  be  asked  in  the  House  of 
Commons  und  that  headquarters  might  be  asked  to  back  up 
any  action  taken  by  the  Executive.  The  letter  by  Mr. 
Herbert  Gladstone  (the  Home  Secretary)  to  the  Corporation 
of  the  City  of  London  was  also  read,  and  it  was  agreed  that 
a  letter  should  be  sent  to  each  divisional  secretary  in  Scot- 
land so  that  the  real  purport  of  the  new  Act  should  be  sub- 
mitted to  local  authorities  and  all  necessary  precautions 
taken  to  prevent  the  irregular  and  unnecessary  granting  of 
licences  to  sell  poisons. 

The  Assistant-Secretary  reported  further  that  a  meeting: 
of  the  committee  had  been  held  that  day.  He  further 
stated  that  he  had  written  to  the  Secretary  for  Scotland,  and' 
had  received  a  reply  that  a  circular  letter  would  be  issued 
by  the  Privy  Council  within  the  next  few  days  to  all  local 
authorities  with  reference  to  the  regulations  as  to  the  grant- 
ing of  licences.  Mr.  Hill  also  gave  particulars  as  to  the 
action  he  had  taken  in  writing  to  the  local  authorities  men- 
tioned and  to  others  who,  he  had  been  informed,  had  granted 
licences  or  were  about  to  do  so.  He  also  stated  that  he  had 
followed  out  the  instructions  of  the  committee  held  on 
March  11.  They  had  also  held  meetings  in  various  places, 
and  at  one  held  in  Dundee  the  chemists  had  unanimously 
resolved  to  appoint  a  solicitor  to  act  for  them  over  the  whole 
area  of  the  Association. 

The  Ch\irm\n  referred  to  the  immense  amount  of  work 
which  had  fallen  on  Mr.  Hill  in  connection  with  the  matter. 
The  minutes  were  approved,  and  the  matter  was  sent  back 
to  the  General  Purposes  Committee. 

During  the  discussion  a  telephone  message  was  received 
from  Arbroath  stating  that  the  Town  Council  there  had' 
agreed  to  ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  for  an  interpreta- 
tion of  Section  2  of  the  Act. 
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The  Annual  Report. 

The  meeting  then  considered  in  committee  the  annual 
report  of  the  Branch  to  be  submitted  to  the  Council  of  the 
Society.  The  various  items  in  the  draft  report  were  revised 
•and  approved,  and  it  was  remitted  to  the  Chairman  and  the 
Assistant-Secretary  to  adjust  it  finally  and  transmit  it  to 
•the  Council. 

The  election  of  office-bearers  was  fixed  for  June  18,  and 
rthe  Chairman  and  Vice-Chairman  were  appointed  scruti- 
neers of  the  voting,  with  power  to  add  to  their  number. 

The  appointment  of  Mr.  David  Watt  as  divisional  secre- 
tary for  Ayr  was  reported. 


SCIENTIFIC  MEETING  AND  CONFERENCE. 

The  sixth  and  closing  meeting  of  the  session  was  then 
held,  Mr.  Gilmour  again  presiding.  The  meeting  was 
devoted  to  a  discussion  on  the  report  of  the 

Committee  op  Reference  in  Pharmacy 
.to  the  Pharmacopoeia  Committee  of  the  General  Medical 
Council.  Mr.  Thos.  Stephenson,  Ph.C,  F.C.S.,  opened 
the  discussion  and  gave  a  general  resume  of  the  various  sug- 
gestions, mainly  of  a  pharmaceutical  character.  Referring  to 
acetum  cantharidis  he  questioned  whether  a  colourless 
liquid  would  supersede  the  familiar  blistering  preparations. 
He  regarded  the  word  "  benzoinatus,"  proposed  by  the 
B.P.C.,  as  more  correct  than  adeps  benzoatus.  There  was 
a  proposal  that  collodion  and  flexible  collodion  should  be 
replaced  by  a  similar  article  to  collodion  acetonum  B.P.C. 
It  was  doubtful  if  such  a  preparation  would  supersede 
ordinary  flexible  collodion,  particularly  in  combination  with 
drugs  like  salicylic  acid  or  cantharides.  He  thought  every 
line  of  the  report  bore  evidence  of  painstaking  research, 
and  its  most  prominent  feature  was  its  thoroughness. 

Mr.  J.  P.  Gilmour  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  omission 
of  constitutional  formula  is  desirable.  The  committee  had 
carried  the  tests  for  lead  to  the  extreme  of  purism.  There 
might  be  cause  to  fear  bad  results  in  cases  where  lead  was 
taken  continuously  in  small  quantities  or  as  an  article  of 
daily  food,  but  they  did  not  require  a  standard  of  purity 
applicable  to  chemical  reagents  for  ordinary  medicinal  sub- 
. stances.  His  view  with  regard  to  acetum  cantharidis  was' 
that  to  change  from  a  coloured  to  a  colourless  solution  might 
lead  to  complications  between  the  prescriber  and  the  public. 
An  assay  process  was  given  for  standardising  cantharidis, 
and  why  might  they  not  use  an  equivalent  quantity  in 
preparing  the  proposed  acetum  canthariclini '!  Alterations 
in  official  names  or  synonyms,  he  thought,  must  be  carried 
■out  with  circumspection,  or  confusion  would  be  worse  con- 
founded. Mr.  Gilmour  also  commented  on  the  proposals  re 
-acetum  scilla?,  acid,  carbolic,  liq.,  amylum,  and  bismuthi  ; 
salicylas.  As  to  the  last,  he  said  there  seemed  no  good  reason 
for  introducing  a  troublesome  gravimetric  test  entailing  the 
use  of  a  chemical  balance,  when  the  modified  benzol  or 
alcohol-free  chloroform  test  was  sufficiently  refined  for  all 
purposes.  It  would  be  useful  to  include  some  reference  to 
the  liability  to  decomposition  of  cocainas  hydroehloridum  by 
Jieat,  as  sterilisation  of  cocaine  solution  is  of  practical  im- 
portance. Acetone  collodion  dries  too  slowly.  He  sug- 
gested a  simple  solution  of  pyroxylin  in  acetone  because  it 
dries  more  quickly  and  is  equally  adhesive  and  flexible,  but 
it  gives  an  opaque  film.  1'his  collodion  might  be  auxiliary 
■to,  but  would  hardly  replace,  the  two  collodions. 

Mr.  D.  B.  Dott  remarked  on  the  allowance  for  difference  I 
■of  opinion  in  a  committee  like  this,  and  no  one  could  com- 
plain that  his  view  was  not  that  of  the  majority.  Speaking 
generally,  the  committee  was  inclined  to  be  too  conservative. 
"They  had  also  to  remember  that  some  things  were  the  sub- 
ject of  international  agreement  and  were  included,  although : 
they  had  not  the  approval  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  W.  B.  Cowie  spoke  briefly,  and  was  followed  by  Dr.  j 
■George  Coull,  who  referred  to  several  of  the  previous. ■ 
topics,  especially  commenting  on  the  necessity  for  having 
acidum  phosphoric,  cone,  the  stronger  acid  sp.  gr.  1.75,  as  it 
is  convenient  to  have  as  strong  an  acid  as  possible,  and  the 
weaker  acid — 1.5 — cculd  be  easily  made  by  dilution. 

After  some  remarks  by  Mr.  Mitchell  (Inverness),  Mr. 
Wilson  (Burntisland)  pointed  out  as  a  notable  feature  of 
the  report  the  increased  attention  given  to  the  microscopical 


characters  of  drugs,  which  he  thought  was  a  step  in  the 
right  direction.  Among  other  topics  which  he  touched 
on  was  acid,  carbol.  liq.,  which  was  also  referred  to  by  Mr. 
J.  A.  Forret,  who  said  that  the  proportion  of  phenol  could 
be  increased  to  "  grains  in  minims  "  f  ormula,  and  suggested 
a  liquid,  95  grains  in  100  min.,  without  crystallising  till 
the  temperature  is  reduced  below  40J  F.  The  committee's 
suggested  alteration  he  considered  to  be  unscientific,  and  the 
product  unnecessarily  weak  in  phenol. 

Mr.  Meldrum  considered  that  lead  subacetate  and  borax 
tests  should  he  retained  for  acacise  gummi. 

Mr.  C.  A.  Macpherson,  referring  to  acetum  cantharidis, 
said  that  if  it  was  necessary  to  retain  it  the  suggested 
acetum  cantharidini  was  an  improvement  in  so  far  as  it 
was  a  standardised  preparation.  But  if  it  was  necessary 
to  colour  collodium  vesicans  to  distinguish  it  from  collodion, 
would  it  not  be  advisable  to  colour  the  acetum  cantharidini 
to  distinguish  it  from  acetic  acid  ?  He  considered  the  in- 
crease in  the  percentage  of  water  in  acidum  carbolicum 
liq.  right.  The  committee  seemed  to  be  obsessed  with  a 
fear  of  lead,  but  said  nothing  about  arsenic.  Notes  as  to  the 
keeping  of  various  articles  would  be  useful. 

Mr.  Dunlop  said  the  ferric  chloride  test  for  acetanilide 
for  identification  should  be  retained. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Hill  thought  cannabis  indica  from  any  tropical 
country  might  be  recognised.  Some  extract  made  from 
Madagascar  guaza  had  been  found  physiologically  quite 
active  by  a  competent  pharmacologist.  The  change  in  per- 
centage of  alcohol  in  extract  of  cascara  was  merely  to  bring 
it  into  line  with  what  was  originally  intended  by  the  f  ramer 
of  the  official  formula. 

Mr.  Stephenson  replied,  and  votes  of  thanks  were 
accorded  to  him  and  the  Chairman. 

The  members  then  lunched  together,  and  afterwards  met 
in  private  conference,  Mr.  William  Giles,  Aberdeen,  pre- 
siding, when  the  following  resolution  was  unanimously 
adopted  : 

This  meeting  of  registered  chemists,  realising  the  serious 
danger  to  the  public  of  relaxing  the  present  legislative 
restrictions  on  the  retail  vending  in  small  quantities  of  the 
virulent  poisons  coming  under  Section  2  of  the  new  Poisons 
and  Pharmacy  Act,  respectfully  represents  to  the  Govern- 
ment that  there  is  urgent  need  for  some  effectual  steps 
being  taken  to  ensure  that  the  administration  of  the  Act  by 
local  authorities  shall  be  governed  by  the  obvious  intention 
of  Section  2,  Sub-section  (2)  of  the  Act  as  that  has  been  con- 
strued by  the  Privy  Council  and  by  responsible  members  of 
the  Government.  Further,  this  meeting  protests  against  the 
setting  up  of  a  new  and  dangerous  monopoly  by  the  granting 
of  licences  by  local  authorities  for  the  retail  vending  of 
powerful  poisons,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  reasonable 
requirements  of  the  public  are  already  evidently  satisfied 
through  duly  qualified  vendors  of  poisons  in  near  proximity 
to  the  premises  of  those  traders,  other  than  registered 
chemists,  who  are  applying  for  licences. 

The  Chairman  received  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks. 


After  the  Meetings. 

On  the  side-walk  (right  to  left),  Mr.  .1.  W.  Sutherland  and  Mr. 
J.  1\  Gilmour;  on  the  first  step.  Dr.  CoulJ  and  Mr.  W.  Giles; 
and,  behind  the  latter,  Mr.  W.  Glass. 
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Trade  Report. 


NOTICE  TO  BUYERS.— The  prices  given  in  this  section  are 
those  obtained  toy  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk  quanti- 
ties or  original  packages.  To  these  prices  various  charges 
have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many  instances 
greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock  the  goods. 
Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and  higher  prices  are 
commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in  bulk  quantities.  It 
woul^  je  unreasonable  for  retail  buyers  to  expect  to  get  smaE 
auantities  at  anything  like  the  prices  here  quoted. 


4a  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.,  April  29. 

QUIET  conditions  continue  to  rale  the  markets,  with 
practically  no  noteworthy  changes,  the  bulk  of  those 
recorded  below  being  more  or  less  fractional.  Opium  is 
in  more  inquiry,  and  the  interest  is  now  concentrated  in 
the  new  crop.  Camphor  has  been  in  good  demand,  higher 
prices  having  been  paid  for  China  crude,  while  Japanese 
refined  tablets  are  very  scarce  on  spot.  The  firmer  tone 
in  cascara  sagrada  is  maintained,  and  the  position  of 
jalap  is  acute,  New  York  having  turned  buyers.  Lima 
sarsaparilla  has  been  landed  in  quantity  this  week. 
Cartagena  ipecacuanha  has  changed  hands  at  steady  rates. 
Copaiba  remains  easy,  but  Peru  balsam  is  still  excessively 
scarce.  Norwegian  cod-liver  oil  is  easy,  with  good  pro- 
spects at  Finmarken.  Glycerin  is  being  delivered  rather 
more  promptly.  Soda  nitrate  is  dearer,  but  both  copper 
and  ammonia  sulphate  are  on  the  weaker  side.  Oxalic 
acid  is  easier.  Tartaric  acid  is  in  much  improved  demand, 
and  prices  are,  if  anything,  a  turn  better,  but  quotably  un- 
altered. Glucose  and  starch-powder  have  been  advanced. 
Budget  anticipation  has  been  the  paramount  topic  on  the 
produce  market,  and  a  resume  of  the  chief  changes  in 
taxation  is  given  on  page  682. 
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Cablegrams. 

Bergen,  April  28  : — The  cod-fishing  at  Finmarken  con- 
tinues abundant,  but  the  fish  are  small  and  the  livers  lean. 
The  market  for  finest  Lofoten  cod-liver  oil  continues  quiet 
at  the  equivalent  of  63.9.  per  barrel  c.i.f.  terms. 

New  York.  April  29  : — The  drug  market  is  dull.  Opium 
is  rather  lower  at  $4.25  per  lb.  for  druggists'.  Cascara 
sagrada  is  steady  at  8Jc  Copaiba  is  easy  at  47c.  per  lb. 
Hydrastis  (golden  seal)  is  quiet  at  $1.80.  Jalap  is  firm  at 
35c,  and  peppermint  oil  in  tins  is  steady  at  $1.45  per  lb. 


Acetate  of  Lime. — The  recently  announced  higher  price 
of  8/.  lis.  6d.  per  ton  for  80  per  cent,  grey  now  being  in 
force,  it  is  anticipated  that  as  soon  as  makers  have  worked 
off  their  cheaper  stocks,  higher  prices  will  prevail  for  acetic 
acid  and  all  products  depending  upon  acetate  of  lime. 

Acid,  Acetic. — With  the  principal  season  of  consumption 
at  hand,  very  fair  deliveries  ex  contract  are  taking  place. 
The  price  of  98  per  cent,  is  30?.  10s.,  and  99  per  cent,  to 
100  per  cent.  31?.  10.?.  per  ton  in  carboys,  ex  wharf,  London. 

Acid,  Citric,  is  steady  and  in  somewhat  better  demand, 
either  English  or  foreign  being  obtainable  at  1-?.  5d.  to 
Is.  5±d. 

Acid,  Oxalic. — The  London  price  is  now  3%d.  per  lb. 
net  delivered,  which  is  ^d.  lower  than  our  last  quotation. 

Acid,  Tartaric. — The  demand  has  considerably  im- 
proved, while  it  is  also  reported  that  foreign  makers  have 
sufficient  orders  in  hand  to  last  some  months.  Prices  are 
unaltered  at  lOJrf.  for  English  and  10-^d.  for  foreign. 


Aloes. — The  exports  from  Cape  Colony  for  the  month 
ending  February  amounted  to  76,887  lb.,  valued  at  (All.. 
against  46,130  lb.,  valued  at  419/.,  and  for  the  two  months 
the  exports  are  126,960  lb.  (1.083/.),  against  94,119  lb. 
(871/.)  in  1908.  Fourteen  cases  have  arrived  from  MosseL 
Bay  and  five  cases  of  skin  aloes  from  Aden. 

Aniseed  (Star). — The  spot  market  has  been  cleared  of 
China  star  at  private  prices. 

Annatto-seed. — Small  sales  of  good  bright  have  been; 
made  at  4^d.  from  second-hands. 

Asafetida. — There  are  no  advices  of  any  shipments  on  the- 
way,  and  as  there  are  several  orders  awaiting  execution,, 
high  prices  may  be  anticipated  when  desirable  quality 
arrives. 

Buchu. — The  Saxon  has  brought  79  packages  from  Cape 
Town,  but  the  bulk  is  in  transit  for  the  Continent  and; 
U.S.A. 

Burdock  is  in  seasonable  demand,  small  lots  selling  at 
25s.  per  cwt.  on  the  spot. 

Camphor  (Crude)  is  dearer,  business  having  been  done  at 
from  145s.  to  147s.  6d.  spot,  and  for  near  at  hand  140s.  to< 
142s.  6d.  c.i.f.  has  been  paid. 

Camphor  (Refined). — There  is  a  fair  demand  for 
Jananese  refined  tablets,  stocks  of  which  are  very  small 
on  the  spot ;  Is.  2d.  will  buy  1-oz.  tablets,  and  for  May- 
June  shipment  sellers  quote  Is.  Id.,  June- July  Is.  6£c/.,  andi 
August-September  Is.  6^d.  c.i.f. 

Cannabis  Indica. — The  spot  market  is  bare  of  Bombay 
tops,  and  for  shipment  4s.  l^d.  per  lb.  c.i.f.  is  asked.  To- 
day we  hear  of  a  small  parcel  about  landing,  the  price  of 
which  is  5s.  for  single  cases.    East  Indian  is  held  for  64. 

Cantharides. — New  Russian  are  offered  at  from  2s.  3<7. 
to  2s.  Z-^d.  per  lb.  spot. 

Cascara  Sagrada. — The  firmer  tone  recently  noted  is 
maintained,  several  sales  having  been  made  at  42s.  6d. 
spot,  and  there  are  now  no  sellers  under  45s. 

Cinchona. — Further  particulars  in  regard  to  the  Amster- 
dam auction  to  be  held  on  Mav  6  show  that  the  7,152  bales 
and  758  cases  weigh  682.584  kilos.,  and  contain  38,575  kilos., 
quinine  sulphate.  Of  this  556,475  kilos,  is  manufacturing 
and  126.109  kilos,  druggists'  bark,  containing  respectively 
34.415  kilos,  and  4.160  kilos,  of  quinine.  The  average 
percentage  of  quinine  in  the  manufacturing-bark  is  6.18- 
as  compared  with  6.36  per  cent,  in  April. 

Cloves. — At  auction  81  bales  of  Zanzibar  were  bought  in. 
at  4fr/.  Privately  business  has  been  quiet,  but  the  tone 
is  rather  steadier  at  the  close,  the.  small  sales  including 
May- July  shipment  at  4-|%c/.,  and  September-December  at 
4^§r/.  c.i.f.  d/w.  For  August-October  delivery  business 
has  been  done  at  4f^(/.  to  4-|%<7. 

Coca-leaves. — Bright  green  Truxillo  are  selling  at  10c/. 
to  lO^c/.  per  lb.,  and  for  the  three  cases  good  green  Ceylon - 
Huanueo  offered  last  week  l^d.  was  afterwards  accepted.. 
At  the  Amsterdam  auction  to  be  held  on  May  6  the  91 
packages  to  be  offered  weigh  5,250  kilos. 

Cocaine. — From  the  Continent  a  fair  business  is  reported 
in  crude  at  prices  ranging  up  to  270m.  per  kilo.  Hydro- 
chloride is  steady,  but  new  business  is  at  a  standstill, 
although  the  general  feeling  is  for  improved  prices  should' 
crude  still  advance. 

Colocynth. — Pulp  is  dearer.  Fair  quantities  have  been 
sold  up  to  7^<7.  per  lb.,  and  the  bulk  of  the  stock  is  now 
held  at  from  8</.  to  Is.  according  to  quality. 

Copper  Sulphate. — Prices  have  again  declined  somewhat. 
Liverpool  brands  being  offered  at  from  17/.  15s.  to  18/.  per 
ton  for  prompt  or  forward  delivery. 

Galls. — A  small  business  has  been  done  in  ordinary-shape. 
China  at  41s.  c.i.f.  for  near  at  hand.  Persian  on  the  spot 
are  quiet,  blue  offering  at  57s.  6d.  to  59s.  nominally  and 
55s.  c.i.f.  Greens  are  50s.  and  white  40s.  spot,  the  latter- 
offering  at  37s.  6d.  to  39s.  c.i.f.  Holders  are  inclined  to- 
be  firmer  in  their  ideas,  as  the  result  of  the  disturbances 
in  Persia. 

Gentian. — An  arrival  of  17  bags  has  taken  place  from 
Marseilles.  There  is  a  good  seasonable  demand  for  the- 
drug,  the  price  of  ordinary  on  the  spot  being  about  21s.  6c/ . 
to  22s.  6c/.  and  the  finest  quality  25s.  ;  to  come  forward; 
there  is  a  quotation  of  19s.  bd.  c.i.f. 
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Ginger. — Jamaica  at  auction  was  in  fair  demand,  about 
312  packages  being  offered,  of  which  128  sold  at  barely 
steady  rates,  including  good  bright  at  67s.,  fair  washed  at 
from  62s;  to  64s.,  and  good  ordinary  at  55s.  A  few  bags 
-of  Calicut  sold  at  51s.  6c/.  for  small  native  cut,  at  46s.  6c?. 
for  cut  tips,  and  37s.  6c?.  for  brown  tips.  Unsorted  native 
out  was  bought  in  at  56s.  to  60s.,  and  washed  rough  Cochin 
at  42s.  6c?.  The  sales  in  Liverpool  include  50  bags  Sierra 
Leone  at  30s.  on  the  quay  in  transit. 

Glucose. — Towards  the  close  of  last  week  the  price 
advanced  to  12s.  7J-c?.  per  cwt.  ex  wharf  London. 

Glycerin. — It  is  reported  that  deliveries  are  now  being 
-effected  more  promptly,  but  there  is  no  easing-off  in  refiners' 
prices.  Double-distilled  s.g.  1.260  quality  in  5-cwt.  drums 
in  contract  quantities  is  offered  on  the  basis  of  66?.  per  ton, 
with  the  usual  premium  for  tins  in  cases. 

Gum  Arabic. — Soudan  sorts  are  quiet  at  from  31s.  to 
■31s.  6d.  spot,  at  which  small  sales  have  been  made,  the 
c.i.f.  quotation  being  29s.  per  cwt.  In  Bushire  so-called 
insoluble  gum,  sales  of  inferior  reddish-brown  have  been 
made  at  15s.  to  15s.  6c/. ,  and  the  market  is  practically  bare 
of  stock.  East  Indian  Ghatti  is  rather  easier  for  shipment, 
the  value  being  about  30s.  for  No.  1  quality.  Senegal  (Bas 
de  Fleuve)  is  in  fair  demand  at  Bordeaux,  the  business 
there  including  100  bales  to  arrive  about  the  middle  of  May 
at  equal  to  30s.  9c?.  per  cwt.  f  .o.b.  that  port. 

Ipecacuanha.— Steady.  Sales  of  Cartagena  ex  auction 
have  been  made  at  4s.  Ad.  per  lb.  Bio  is  quiet  at  from  5s. 
to  5s.  3c/.  per  lb.,  and  for  East  Indian  6s.  is  asked  for  single 
hales. 

Jalap. — Extreme  scarcity  prevails  everywhere,  and  New 
York,  usually  sellers,  have  turned  their  attention  to  the 
Continental-markets,  which  they  have  practically  cleared. 
It  is  also  reported  that  New  York  buyers  have  again  secured 
several  parcels  afloat  to  Europe  from  Mexico,  and  it  is 
doubtful  if  anything  is  obtainable  from  New  York  under 
Is.  6c?.  c.i.f.  terms.  As  we  indicated  in  our  issue  of  April  10, 
it  appears  the  Mexican  crop  is  short,  few  tubers  having 
'Been  dug  this  season,  owing,  no  doubt,  to  wet  and  unfavour- 
able weather  conditions. 

Lemon-juice. — A  small  business  is  reported  at  Is.  6c?.  per 
gal.  for  English  raw. 

Lime-juice.— Best  pale  West  Indian  is  offered  at  Is.  4r/., 
very  fair  at  Is.  3c?.,  and  good  merchantable  at  Is.  2c?.  per  gal. 

Mack.  -Firm.  At  auction  15  package's  of  West  Indian 
sold  at  from  Is.  Id.  to  Is.  3c?.  for  broken,  Is. "8c?.  for  fair, 
mixed,  and  Is.  7c?.  for  red. 

Menthol. — In  slightly  more  inquiry  at  from  7s.  Id.  to 
7s.  2c?.  spot  according  to  brand,  and  for  shipment  from 
Japan  prohibitive  prices  continue  to  be  asked. 

Musk. — Quiet,  at  68s.  per  oz.  for  Tonquin  blue-skin, 
Pile  I.,  and  50s.  to  52s.  6c?.  for  old  style.  Russian 
Gabardine  is  offered  at  18s.  6c?.  per  oz. 

Oil.  Aniseed  (Star).— Quiet,  at  4s.  5c7.  spot,  with  small 
sales  thereat,  and  for  shipment  4s.  5c7.  c.i.f.  is  also  quoted, 
which  price  is  prohibitive. 

Oil,  Bergamot.— An.  i  advice  from  Palermo,  dated 
April  24,  states  that  purchases  continue  to  be  effected  by 
local  buyers,  and  this  helps  to  maintain  a  firmer  tone. 
Sellers  speak  of  light  stocks,  but  owing  to  the  desolate  con- 
dition of  Calabria  their  statements"  cannot  be  confirmed. 
Prices  quoted  this  week  vary  from  16s.  lO^c?.  up  to  18s. 
c.i.f.  according  to  brand. 

Oil,  Cassia.— Small  spot  sales  of  80  to  85  per  cent.  c.a. 
have  been  made  at  4s. :  5c?.,  and  70  to  75  per  cent,  at  4s.  ; 
to  arrive  higher  prices  are  asked — viz.,  3s.  2%d.  for  70  to 
75  per  cent.,  and  3s.  8%d.  for  80  to  85  per  cent.  c.a. 

Oil,  Castor. — Hull  make  of  pharmaceutical  quality  is 
quoted  at;  26?.  10s.,  and  first-pressing  at  24?.  per  ton,  in 
barrels,  for  prompt  delivery,  and  for  July-September  de- 
livery the  prices  are  26?.  15s.  and  24?.  5s.  respectively,  ex 
wharf  London  ;  cases  2?.  10s.  per  ton  extra.  ' 

Oil,  Citronella. — Ceylon  is  steady,  at  Is.  l^d.  per  lb. 
for  drums  and  Is.  2c?.  for  cases  on  the  spot,  and  for  ship- 
ment there  are  buyers  at  ll^c?.  c.i.f  .  in  drums. 

Oil,  Cod-liver.— Our  Bergen  correspondent  writes  oh 
April  26  that  the  past  week's  Finmarken  fishing  was'a 
splendid  one,  almost  , one  million  kilos,  per  day,  so  that  we 


have  now  in  that  district  twice  the  catch  we  had  last  year  at 
this  date.  The  livers  are,  however,  still  very  lean,  so  that 
there  is  but  little  more  cod-liver  oil  produced  at  Finmarken 
than  at  the  corresponding  date  of  1908 ;  but  of  livers  left 
for  the  production  of  "raw  "  oils  we  have  more  than  last 
year.  The  statistics  for  the  whole  country  give  the  follow- 
ing results  : 

1S09  1908  1907 

Catch  of  cod  (millions'!   40.8  35.4  36.2 

Yield  of  cod-liver  oil  (barrels)  36,110  41,300  31,400 
Livers  for  "raw"  oils  (hect.) ...  15,100        13,700  12,700 

During  the  last  day  or  two  the  weather  in  the  north  was 
rather  stormy ;  but  the  fishing  reports  still  give  satisfaction. 
There  is  very  little  business  being  done  on  the  Bergen 
market,  and  to-day's  quotation  for  finest  non-congealing 
Lofoten  oil  is  nominally  64s.  per  barrel  c.i.f.  terms.  The 
exports  from  Bergen  up  to  date  amount  to  4,855  barrels, 
against  4,880  barrels  at  the  same  date  of  1908.  The  London 
market  is  quiet,  agents  offering  from  63s.  to  65s.  per  barrel 
c.i.f.  as  to  brand,  and  for  1908  oil  on  the  spot  61s.  to  62s. 
will  buy  a  good  brand. 

Oil,  Lemon. — A  fair  trade  is  being  done  at  from  3s.  9c?. 
to  4s.  3c?.  per  lb.  spot,  according  to  brands,  and  for  ship- 
ment prices  vary  considerably,  at  from  3s.  4c?.  to  3s.  9c?. 
c.i.f.  An  advice  from  Palermo,  dated  April  24,  states 
that  the  demand  from  the  U.S.A.  has  given  way 
entirely  owing  to  the  uncertainty  as  to  the  outcome  of  the 
Payne  Tariff  Bill  with  regard  to  Sicilian  essential  oils,  and 
owing  to  the  fairly  heavy  purchases  which  have  been  made 
in  expectation  of  the  duty  being  levied.  Buyers  in  other 
consuming  countries  have  also  kept  back,  as  generally 
happens  when  the  market  shows  a  quieter  tone.  Sellers 
are  mostly  reserved,  as  the  frequent  fluctuations  and  changes 
have  given  them  to  believe  that  with  a  little  cautiousness 
they  can  always  find  a  favourable  moment  to  dispose  of 
their  goods. 

Oil,  Peppermint. — Quiet  at  from  6s.  to  6s.  3c?.  per  lb. 
for  Wayne  County,  according  to  brand,  and  8s.  10^c?.  to  9s. 
spot  for  American  H.G.H.  Japanese  is  quiet  at  4s.  9c?. 
for  Kobayashi  on  the  spot. 

Oils  (Fixed). — Linseed  has  receded  to  21s.  4^c?.  in  pipes 
and  21s.  7^c?.  in  barrels  ;  Coconut  is  unchanged  on  the  spot 
at  29s.  for  Ceylon  and  33s.  6c/.  for  Cochin,  but  for  shipment 
prices  are  easier ;  Lagos  Palm  oil  is  3c?.  cheaper  at  28s. 
per  cwt. ;  Cottonseed  is  quiet  but  steady  at  23sL  ,6c?.  for  i 
crude  on  the  spot,  at  24s.  6c?.  for  ordinary  pale  refined,  and 
at  26s.  6c?.  for  sweet  refined;  Soya-bean  oil  is  quoted  at 
20s.  3c?.  to  20s.  6c?.  naked  on  the  spot;  Turpentine  is  flat, 
closing  at  26s.  9c/.  per  cwt.  on  the  spot ;  and  for  Petroleum 
last  week's  prices  hold  good,  the  value  of  Russian  being  6c?. 
to  6^c/.,  ordinary  refined  American  65c?.  to  6gc?.,  and  water- 
white  7^c?.  to  7Jc?.  per  gal. 

Opium. — There  has  been  rather  more  inquiry  on  the  spot 
for  rich-testing  qualities.  Prices  are  somewhat  irregular, 
but  generally  in  favour  of  buyers.  Good  Turkey  druggists' 
is  quoted  12s.  to  12s.  6c?.,  Malatia  12s.  to  13s.  6c?.,  and 
Tokat  13s.  to  14s.  6c7.  per  lb.  Persian  sells  at  recent  rates, 
spot  values  being  from  lis.  to  14s.  6c?.  per  lb.,  according 
to  yield. 

A  Smyrna  correspondent  writes  on  April  24  that  the  sales 
for  the  week  amount  to  146  cases,  125  of  which  were  for  the 
U.S.A.  and  the  remainder  for  England,  at  106  piastres  for 
choice  Karahissar  or  Us.  9d.  c.i.f.  These  sales  have  served 
to  steady  the  market  and  will  considerably  contribute  towards 
maintaining  prices  up  to  the  new  crop.  The  market  and  the 
importance  of  the  new  crop  will  entirely  depend  on  the 
amount  of  the  rainfall  from  May  15  to  June  15.  A  period  of 
drought,  for  instance,  would  be  disastrous.  The  arrivals 
amount  to  2,050  cases,  against  1,382  cases  last  year  at  the  same 
period. 

Another  Smyrna  correspondent,  writing  on  April  23,  states 
that  early  this  week  large  buyers,  both  for  America,  England, 
and  the  Continent,  came  forward  and  prevailed  upon  several 
banks  which  hold  most  of  the  Smyrna  stock  to  accept  the;  last 
figures  of  a  fortnight  ago,  viz.,  Us.  to  12s.  Holders  of  stocky  ,, 
however,  who  are  independent  of  the  banks  would  not  accept 
above  terms;  they  demanded  fully  Is.  per  lb.  more,  giving  as 
their  reason  that  the  crop  is  not  doing  well  owing  to  dry 
weather.  With  a  few  showers  of  rain,  however,  between  this' 
and  the  end  of  May,  and  no  hot  southerly  winds  during  the 
harvesting  period,  it  is  very  likely  that  we  shall  have  a  crop 
of  8,000  cases,  which  in  such  a  case  will  bring  about  a  further,.;; 
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decline,  therefore  the  banks  have  acted  wisely  in  executing 
those  clients'  holdings  as  they  have  no  further  money  to 
}jay  in  for  "  cover."  Some  146  cases  changed  hands,  125  of 
■which  are  for  America  and  twenty-one  for  England,  France, 
and  Germany.  The  market  closes  very  firm  with  no  dis- 
position to  sell,  even  by  bankers ;  and  unless  favourable  news 
re  the  crop  comes  down,  we  do  not  expect  an  easier  market. 
The  arrivals  to  date  amount  to  2,050  cases,  against  1,392  at 
same  period  last  year.  We  quote  nominally  lis.  to  12s.  6d., 
as  to  quality,  strength,  and  buying  conditions. 

Orange  and  Lemon  Peels. — The  season  is  now  practic- 
ally closed  for  fresh  bitter  and  sweet  orange  peels,  but  a  few 
small  lots  are  still  obtainable  ;  the  season  is  also  over  for 
fresh  lemon  peel,  and  for  the  next  month  or  six  weeks  only 
small  lots  will  be  available. 

Orris. — Spot  values  are  about  3s.  per  cwt.  under  c.i.f. 
rates,  good  Florentine  sorts  being  obtainable  at  38s.  and  fair 
sorts  at  36s. 

Pepper. — At  auction  93  bags  of  Singapore  were  bought 
in  at  3£cZ.  for  greyish.  Privately  fair  Singapore  is  offered 
at  3£c/.  and  June- August  shipment  at  2-j-frf.  c.i.f.  d/w. 

Pepper  (White). — At  auction  84  cases  of  Singapore  were 
bought  in  at  9c/.  for  fine  bold  and  at  5£c/.  for  54  bags  of 
fair.  Privately  on  the  spot  fair  Singapore  is  offered  at  5g<7. , 
with  sellers  of  April-June  shipment  at  4-,%c/.  and  June- 
August  at  4-fcd.  c.i.f.  d/w.  To-day  50  tons  sold  at  4^t/. 
c.i.f.  for  April-May,  4'|frf.  to  4-rV/.  for  May-June,  and 
4§c/.  for  June- August  and  July-September  ;  also  30  tons 
Penang  at  4-^2-c/.  to  Q-fgd.  c.i.f. 

Pimento. — At  auction  157  bags  were  practically  all 
bought  in  at  2^<7.  per  lb.  Privately  sellers  quote  Mav-July 
at  19s.  c.i.f. 

Quicksilver. — The  exports  from  the  leading  countries  of 
production  during  the  past  three  years  have  been  as  follows  : 
1906  *  1907  1908 

Spain  (kilos)   1,491,383       1,510.259  1,514.823 

Italy  (kilos)   277,900         350.300  564.700 

Austria  (kilos)       ...  —  468,900  554,700 

U.S.A.  (lb.)   484,151         384,913  224,692 

The  Aasta  has  brought  5,000  flasks  from  Seville.  Importers 
still  quote  81.  7s.  6d.  and  second-hands  81.  4s. 

Qtjillaia. — Sales  have  been  made  in  Liverpool  from  store 
at  34?.  per  ton. 

Quinine  remains  a  tame  and  featureless  market,  with 
sales  quite  unimportant.  Second-hand  sellers  quote  the 
usual  German  brands  of  sulphate  at  Id.  and  outside  makes 
at  6§c/.  to  6§c/.  per  oz. 

At  the  auction  of  quinine  held  by  the  Amsterdam  Quinine 
Works  on  April  27,  1,4172-  kilos.  Ed.  II.  (50,000  oz.)  were  sold 
at  the  average  price  of  fl.  10.50  per  kilo.,  against  fl.  10.82  at  the 
previous  auction.    The  next  sale  will  take  place  on  May  14. 

Rhubarb. — Recent  sales  include  fair  quality  of  medium 
round  Shensi  at  Is.  lid.  and  trimming-root  at  Is.  10^d.  ; 
also  bold  round  Canton  of  fairly  even  pinky  fracture  at 
Is.  7>d.,  and  fair  rough  round  High-dried  at  5^d.  per  lb. 

Saffron. — The  exports  from  Spain  during  the  twelve 
months  ending  December  1909  amounted  to  89,785  kilos., 
against  105,679  kilos,  during  1907  and  89,064  kilos,  in  1906. 

Santonin  continues  very  scarce,  and  re-sellers  are  able 
to  obtain  from  14s.  to  14s.  6d.  per  lb.  as  to  quantity. 

Sarsaparilla. — The  recent  arrivals,  amounting  to  almost 
100  bales  (principally  Lima- Jamaica),  are  now  in  the  drug 
warehouse,  and  will  be  offered  next  week. 

Senega  is  in  fair  inquiry  at  Is.  llrf.  net.  on  the  spot, 
and  for  shipment  Is.  lit?,  c.i.f.  is  also  quoted. 

Soda  Nitrate  is  dearer  at  10s.  9c/.  per  cwt.  for  ordinary 
and  10s.  10^d.  for  refined,  the  quotations  in  Liverpool  being 
10s.  7-2c/.  and  10s.  lOgc/.  respectively. 

Shellac  has  been  dull  throughout,  but  spot  prices  are 
substantially  unaltered  on  the  basis  of  69s.  for  fair  free 
TN.  To  arrive  sellers  of  TN  for  May-June  shipment 
quote  65s.  c.i.f.,  and  A.  C.  Garnet  63s.  c.i.f.  At  the  close 
of  last  week  futures  sold  at  69s.  6d.  to  70s.,  but  subsequently 
68s.  was  accepted,  with  May  at  66s.  to  63s. 

Starch-powder. — The  price  of  American  powdered  has 
advanced  to  12s.  4^c/.  ex  wharf  London. 

Tragacanth. — Rather  a  good  business  has  been  done 
this  week,  chiefly  in  seconds,  thirds,  and  fourths,  at  steady 
rates.  In  lower  and  medium  qualities  from  61.  down  to 
60s.  has  been  paid,  and  the  finer  grades  have  also  met  with 


a  moderate  trade  at  rather  easier  prices.  The  following 
are  the  quotations  :  Firsts,  15/.  10s.  to  16/.  10s.  ;  seconds, 
14/.  to  15/.  ;  thirds,  12/.  to  13/.  ;  fourths,  9/.  to  11/. ;  and 
yellow  and  pinky,  11.  to  9/.  per  cent. 

Turmeric. — Quiet.  Bengal  is  quoted  19s.,  and  fair  to 
good  Madras  18s.  to  19s.  on  the  spot.  Cochin  split  bulbs  are 
dearer  at  13s.  6c/.  spot. 

Wax,  Japan. — Business  has  been  done  in  fair  quality  at 
47s.,  and  for  shipment  41s.  6d.  c.i.f.  is  quoted. 

Manchester  ChemicaNmarket. 

April  27. 

The  course  of  the  market  during  the  month  has  been  of  a 
uniform  character  so  far  as  heavy  chemicals  are  concerned, 
but  in  miscellaneous  goods  there  have  been  in  some  instances 
rather  important  changes.  For  caustic  soda  the  demand  for 
export  has  been  good,  although  bleaehing-powder  has  ruled 
rather  dull.  No  doubt  the  reduced  prices  for  bicarbonate  of 
soda  which  came  into  operation  at  the  latter  end"  of  March 
will  have  stimulated  demand.  We  quote  commercial 
4/.  7s.  6c/.,  industrial  white  3/.  17s.  6c/.,  tinted  3/.  7s.  6c/.  per 
ton  on  rails  at  works.  For  carbonate  of  potash  French  and 
German  makers  continue  to  quote  high  prices,  but  Caucasian 
makes  are  still  obtainable  on  a  reasonable  level.  The  position 
of  sulphate  of  copper  is  involved  in  uncertainty,  owing  to 
the  continual  changes  in  the  raw  metal.  There  is,  no  doubt, 
a  fair  inquiry  for  forward  delivery,  but  owing  to  the  cause 
above  stated  sellers  are  asking  higher  prices  for  prompt. 
Buyers,  however,  hold  off,  and  on  the  week  spot  prices  aro 
5s.  per  ton  lower,  and  on  the  month  10s.  to  15s.  per  ton. 
White  powdered  arsenic  has  shown  little  change,  but  closes 
a  shade  steadier.  Cream  of  tartar  is  Is.  to  Is.  6c/.  per  cwt. 
lower.  Acids  have  not  shown  much  change.  In  coal-tar 
products  sulphate  of  ammonia  is  lower,  both  on  the  week  and 
on  the  month.  Glycerin  is  firm  for  refined,  and  makers  aro 
behindhand  with  deliveries.  Crude  is  scarce,  sellers  for 
prompt  and  early  delivery  making  good  prices.  Dextrin  is 
advancing.  Greases  are  quiet,  marrowfat  being  quoted  27s. 
to  28s.   Soya  oil  is  rather  more  active,  and  stearin  is  firmer. 

American  Drug-market. 

New  York,  April  20. 

General  trading  in  drugs  contfnues  of  rather  meagre  propor- 
tions, although  a  slight  improvement  is  noticeable  in  some 
departments.  The  market  for  essential  oils  is  irregular  owing 
to  doubt  whether  these  oils  will  be  subject  to  an  import  tax  of 
25  per  cent.,  as  provided  for  in  the  Payne  Bill,  or  be  ad- 
mitted free,  as  now  proposed  in  the  Senate  amendment, 
■j  Aloes. — There  has  been  a  fair  demand  for  Curacao  in  boxes, 
but  supplies  are  plentiful,  and  65C  might  be  shaded  in  some 
quarters.    Gourds  and  Cape  are  worth  9c.  and  8c.  respectively. 

Blueflag  is  reported  easy  at  primary  sources,  and  15c.  or 
less  will  buy  desirable  grades  on  spot. 

Camphor  continues  in  good  demand  at  the  former  prices  of 
46c.  to  48c.  for  bulk,  and  48c.  to  50c.  for  cubes. 

Cascara  Sagrada. — According  to  advices  from  the.  coast, 
holders  at  initial  points  are  firm  in  their  views  considering 
that  market  conditions  warrant  increased  values.  Consumers 
on  spot  are  conservative  in  their  demands,  and  the  market  is 
barely  steady  at  85-c.  to  9c.  for  matured  stock,  of  which  there 
are  good  supplies  on  hand. 

Canada  Balsam. — The  limited  spot  supplies  are  in  the  hands 
of  a  few  dealers,  and  as  nothing  is  offered  from  the  country 
prices  are  firm  at  $7  for  barrels,  $7.10  for  cans. 

Copaiba  continues  easy  under  weight  of  stock  and  irequent 
arrivals,  and  prices  are  easy  at  47c.  to  50c.  for  C.  &  S.  American 
of  U.S. P.  quality. 

Hydrastis. — Only  a  moderate  business  has  been  done,  and 
prices  are  steady  at  the  former  range  of  $1.80  to  $1.90  for  fall- 
dug. 

Jalap. — There  is  an  active  demand  for  U.S. P.  grades,  and 
the  market  is  firm  owing  to  scarcity  on  spot  and  an  anticipated 
shortage  in  the  crop.  In  a  jobbing  way  nothing  better  than 
35c.  can  be  done. 

Mandrake. — Demand  continues  fairly  brisk,  and  for  desir- 
able stock  7c.  is  considered  an  inside  figure. 

Opium  is  in  poor  request,  and  easy  at  $4.35,  with  shading 
of  prices  reported  on  comparatively  small  orders.  Morphine 
and  codeine  are  quoted  at  former  prices. 

Peppermint  Oil  (American). — The  market  remains  quiet  and 
featureless,  with  prices  for  "  tin  "  oil  fairly  steady  at  $1.45  to 
$1.50. 

Spearmint  Oil  is  following  a  routine  course,  with  quota- 
tions ranging  from  $2.50  to  $2.75  as  to  quantity  and  seller. 

Continental  Drug  and  Chemical  Markets. 

Acetone. — Owing  to  the  tendency  of  the  raw  material  prices 
of  acetone  have  been  kept  by  makers  at  a  higher  level  than 
was  formerly  the  case.   As  production,  however,  is  very  larg* 
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and  the  consumption  is  a  very  limited  one,  the  improvement 
in  price  is  slow. 

Ahaeoba. — The  arrivals  in  Hamburg  have  been  increasing 
of  late,  and  as  the  high  prices  are  no  longer  being  paid  the 
goods  are  mostly  being  warehoused.  A  partial  reduction  in 
prices  has  already  resulted,  and  this  will  probably  gain 
ground. 

Caltjmba. — Practically  no  supplies  have  come  on  the  Ham- 
burg market  this  season,  as  the  low  prices  current  left  the 
shippers  no  margin  of  profit.  In  second-hands  good  average 
quality  is  not  to  be  had  at  less  than  from  30m.  to  32m.  per 
100  kilos. 

Citric  Acid.— Steady.  Spot  (Hamburg)  is  offered  at  3m. 
to  2.97im.  per  kilo.,  but  deliveries  over  1909  are  probably  .still 
obtainable  at  2.95m. 

Jalap. — According  to  reliable  reports  received  in  Hamburg 
from  Mexico  this  year's  crops  are  scanty  and  the  larger  pro- 
portion has  already  been  collected.  A  fall  in  prices  is  not  to  be 
entertained,  and  a  steadying  of  the  market  may  rather  be  ex- 
pected, as  the  stocks  now  in  hand  will  have  to  last  until  the  next 
crop.  Druggists'  grades  have  been  sold  at  2.45m.  per  kilo., 
and  good  rich  is  worth  3.10m.  to  3.25m. 

Matico. — The  Hamburg  stocks  in  first-hands  have,  with  few 
exceptions,  been  sold  to  consumers,  and  an  advance  may 
shortly  be  anticipated.  The  harvest  is  not  found  profitable 
at  the  present  low  quotations  of  from  55m.  to  60m.  per  100 
kilos. 

Orris. — From  Italy,  Florentine  orris  is  reported  as  having 
a  very  firm  tendency.  In  addition  to  the  limited  cultivation, 
owing  to  the  low  prices,  it  is  announced  that  the  cultivation 
of  Veronese  root  is  now  quite  neglected. 

Thymol  is  still  in  a  very  depressed  condition,  but  it  is 
regarded  as  certain  that  the  makers  have  reached  the  lowest 
possible  price.  Better  conditions  are  only  to  be  expected  in 
the  event  of  an  understanding  taking  place  between  the  few 
makers. 

Wax  (Carnatjba). — Grey  qualities  are  somewhat  weaker, 
owing  chiefly  to  the  lack  of  demand  and  the  large  supplies 
.shortly  expected.  Spot  (Hamburg)  goods  are  quoted  accord- 
ing to  quantities  at  187.50m.  and  185m.  for  current  grey,  and 
197.50m.  to  195m.  for  fatty  grey. 

Quinine  in  1908. 

Reference  to  the  position  of  quinine  in  1908  is  made  in  the 
course  of  the  report  of  a  German  firm  of  wholesale  druggists, 
but  naturally  the  main  facts,  and  figures  connected  with  the 
market  have  appeared  in  this  journal  during  the  past  year. 
The  report  states  that  the  absence  of  any  large  demand  and 
the  underselling  of  a  factory  outside  the  Convention  nullified 
any  endeavours  to  obtain  improved  prices.  This  restricted 
demand,  the  report  remarks,  is  mainly  to  be  attributed  to 
unfavourable  business  in  the  United  States,  the  export  to 
■which  country  from  Germany  in  1908  amounted  to 
1,354,752  oz.,  against  2,283,008  oz.'in  1907  and  1,849,344  oz.  in 
1906.  The  total  exports  of  quinine  from  Germany  amounted 
to  5,626,880  oz.,  against  6,533,632  oz.  in  1907  and  6,386,688  01. 
in  1906.  The  decline  in  exports  to  the  U.S.A.  was  in  some 
measure  compensated  by  larger  exports  to  Italy — viz., 
17,770,496  oz.  m  1908  as  compared  with  756,224  oz.  in  1907. 
Finally  the  report  refers  to  the  sale  of  quinine  in  Greece  by 
the  Government,  to  which  full  reference  was  made  in  tkis 
journal  last  year. 

Bergamot  and  Lemon  Oils. — The  British  Vice-Consul  at 
Catania  reports  that  the  earthquake  of  December  28  had  no 
appreciable  effect  on  the  bergamot  and  lemon  groves.  A 
few  groves  lying  along  the  coast  were  spoilt  by  the  tidal  wave, 
but  the  damage  was  not  such  as  considerably  to  reduce  the 
production.  About  10  per  cent,  of  the  lemon  crop  and  at  least 
25  per  cent,  of  the  bergamot  crop  had  already  been  worked 
into  essence  "when  the  earthquake  took  place.  The  serious 
damage  which  most  of  the  factories  suffered  caused  the  loss  of 
some  of  the  existing  stock,  and  a  delay  in  the  working  of  the 
unplucked  fruit.  The  latter  remained  on  the  trees  beyond  the 
proper  time,  and  its  over  ripeness,  when  worked,  caused  a 
reduction  in  the  yield  of  essential  oil.  Availing  themselves  of 
the  consternation  and  awe  which  overtook  the  people  of  all 
classes  after  the  earthquake,  some  speculators  managed  to 
secure  from  the  manufacturers  a  good  portion  of  the  stock 
which  could  be  recovered,  paying  high  prices  for  it.  The 
consequence  was  that  the  surviving  Messina  exporters,  who 
■had  contracts  with  the  manufacturers,  had  to  come  to  terms 
with  them.  _  The  Vice-Consul  thinks  that  the  leading  surviv- 
ing firms  will  all  fulfil  their  engagements  abroad,  and  any 
eventual  disturbance  of  the  trade  should  not  be  put  down  to 
■the  destruction  of  groves,  but  chiefly  to  the  suspension  of 
work  and  .other  circumstances  stated  above.  It  is  said  that 
the  cutting  down  of  trees  in  :GaIabria,  with  the  object  of 
obtaining  more  space  for  the  erection  of  low  buildings,  will 
probably  reduce  the  production^,  but  experts 'think  this  cir- 
cumstance is  not  worthy  of  mention,  and,  if  no  other  calamity 
overtakes  the  recently  damaged  zone,  the  trade  in  essential 
oils  will  continue  as  in  the  past.  . 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. — A  letter  for  publication  should 
always  be  a  distinct  communication ;  nothing  else  should  be 
mixed  up  with  it.  Each  query— no  matter  whether  legal,  dis- 
pensing, or  general— should  stand  by  itself,  and  the  paper  upon 
which  it  is  written  should  always  be  backed  with  the  shop  stamp. 
We  do  not  undertake  to  reply  to  queries  by  post.  Write 
clearly  and  concisely  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  com- 
munications should  be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  ad- 
dresses of  the  writers.  Publication  of  letters  does  not  imply 
our  agreement  with  them.  Letters  received  after  Wednes- 
day morning  cannot  as  a  rule  be  dealt  with  in  the  current 
week's  issue. 

BUSINESS  INFORMATION.— We  supply  by  post  (when  a 
stamped  and  addressed  envelope  is  provided)  information  as 
to  the  makers  or  ageDts  for  articles  connected  with  pharmacy 
and  the  chemical  and  drug  trades.  Inquiries  regarding  any 
articles  which  cannot  be  traced  are  inserted  under  "  Informa- 
tion Wanted." 


Old  and  Historic  Businesses. 

Sir,— The  reflections  called  forth  by  an  announcement 
of  my  company,  which  recently  appeared  in  your  widely 
read  journal,  contrasting  the  present-day  methods  with 
those  which  prevailed  in  the  early  part  of  the  last  century, 
have  fed  me  to  record  some  particulars  of  various  old 
businesses,  principally  in  London,  which  you  may  perhaps 
think  of  sufficient  interest  to  warrant  an  appearance  in  your 
columns. 

It  is  noteworthy  that  so  many  of  the  best-known  whole- 
sale drug-houses  can  claim  so  respectable  an  antiquity  as- 
periods  varying  from  one  to  two  hundred  years.  For  in- 
stance, the  present  house  of  Hearon,  Squire  &  Francis  was 
founded  in  1714  (just  one  year  before  Allen  &  H an- 
bury's),  while  it  is  curious  that  the  following  should 
all  have  been  established  within  twenty  years  of  each 
other:  "  Burgoynes "  (1741),  "  Hodgkinsons "  (1762), 
"Davys  "  (1.760),  "  Hills  "  (1755),  and  "  Newberys  "  (1746). 
Still  older  instances  are  met  with  in  the  case  of  Boileau  & 
Boyd,  of  Dublin  (1700),  and  Corbyn,  Stacey  &  Co.,  whose 
advertisements  used  to  proclaim  that  they  were  "  established' 
prior  to  the  great  fire  of  London."  Among  well-known 
retail  pharmacists  the  most  notable  houses  which  occur  to- 
me  at  the  moment  are  Dr.  John  Evans.,  of  Dublin  (1684),. 
and,  of  course,  Godfrey  &  Cooke,  without  which  name  no- 
account  would  be  complete.  This  historic  house  was- 
originated  by  Ambrose  Godfrey  Hanchwitz  in  1680.  Manu- 
facturing chemistry  can  also  furnish  some  interesting 
examples  of  old-established  houses,  among  which  may  be 
named  J.  F.  Macfarlan  &  Co.  (1780),  Alfred  White  &  Sons 
(1775),  and  especially  H.  O.  Huskisson  &  Co.,  founded  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  seventeenth  century  by  Dr.  Samuel 
Towers  in  Oxford  R.oad,  as  the  well-known  street  of  that 
name  was  then  called.  Manufacturing  chemistry,  such  as- 
it  was  at  these  early  periods,  was  largely  conducted  on  the- 
roofs  of  buildings,  a  fact  to  which  Samuel  Pepys  in  his  im- 
mortal Diary  calls  attention  in  "  Prouts  of  the  Strand." 
I  cannot  help  thinking  that  the  custom  which  prevailed  up 
to  about  twenty-five  years  ago  of  wholesale  druggists  keep- 
ing castor  and  other  oils  on  their  roofs  to  bleach,  had  its 
origin  from  this  practice.  I  can  well  remember  being  much 
impressed  on  entering  the  City  (alas  !  now  a  good  many 
years  ago)  by  seeing  on  the  roof  of  my  present  firm  several 
hundred  "Winchesters"  of  castor  oil.  Mention  should 
also  be  ihade  of  the  well-known  house  George  Atkinson  & 
Co.,  acquired  some  years  ago  by  the  late  Thomas  Whifferi. 
and  founded  in  Aldersgate  Street  so  long  ago  as  1654  by 
Maud  &  Bigger. 

I  should  like  to  refer  briefly  to  one  or  two  other  houses 
known  to  most  of  your  readers  :  Sparks,  White  &  Co., 
established  in  Aldersgate  Street  "  near  the  Bars  "  early  in. 
1700;  the  well-known  firm  of  wholesale  grocers,  Joseph 
Travers  &  Sons,  founded  exactly  two  hundred  years  ago, 
and  a  somewhat  similar  concern,  Davison,  Newman  &  Co), 
established  in  Fenchurch  Street  in  1650.  Just  outside 
Vauxhall  Station  may  be  seen  the  premises  of  J.  C.  &  J. 
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Field,  whose  soap  and  candle  factory  has  been  in  Lambeth 
since  1642,  while  Singletons,  of  golden  eye-ointment  fame, 
whose  place  may  also  be  seen  from  the  railway,  dates  back 
to  the  year  1596.  An  interesting  old  business,  and  one 
possessing  much  historic  interest,  is  that  of  Berry  &  Co. , 
of  St.  James's  Street,  the  well-known  wine-merchants,  who 
have  been  in  the  same  building  for  three  hundred  years  ; 
the  old-fashioned  small  panes  of  glass  employed  in  the  front 
possess  much  artistic  charm,  and,  of  course,  before  the  in- 
troduction of  plate  glass,  about  the  middle  of  the  last 
■century,  were  in  general  use.  Messrs.  Berry,  in  their 
archives,  possess  some  of  the  very  earliest  letters  written 
by  her  Majesty  Queen  Victoria  when  a  child.  Louis  Napo- 
leon, too,  when  residing  in  London,  was  a  frequent  visitor 
to  their  cellars,  one  of  which  is  known  as  "  Napoleon's  "  to 
this  day.  It  is,  however,  in  connection  with  licensed  houses 
that  we  meet  with  periods  which  make  those  quoted  appear 
almost  modern.  I  may  briefly  mention  the  well-known 
"  Ship  and  Turtle  "  in  Leadenhall  Street,  dating  from  1377. 
while  the  "  Bell  Inn,"  in  Pali  Mall,  is  said  to  have  under- 
gone very  little  change  for  the  past  four  hundred  years, 
and  the  "  Graat  "White  Horse"  at  Ipswich,  immor- 
talised by  Dickens  as  the  scene  of  Mr.  Pickwick's 
exploits  with  the  middle-aged  spinster,  goes  back  to  1450. 
Canterbury,  however,  as  is  perhaps  natural  from  its  his- 
torical position,  claims  to  have  in  its  "Royal  Fountain 
Hotel  "  the  very  oldest  hostelry  in  the  Kingdom,  though  I 
fancy  its  neighbour,  the  "  Fleur  de  Lys,"  must  run  it  pretty 
close,  seeing  that  it  has  stood  for  six  centuries.  Want  of 
time  has  prevented  my  investigating  the  claims  to  antiquity 
put  forward  by  the  "  Mermaid  "  at  Rye  and  the  "  Fighting 
Cocks"  at  St.  Albans,  while  consideration  for  your  space 
impels  me  to  conclude  these  somewhat  hurriedly  compiled 
"'  reflections  "  without  reference  to  the  numerous  old  taverns 
of  world-wide  fame,  such  as  the  old  "  Tabard  Inn  "  in  the 
Borough  and  the  "  Cheshire  Cheese  "  frequented  by  Dr. 
Johnson,  being  conscious  that  a  volume  might  easily  be  com- 
piled with  similar  instances,  and  believing  that  if  the 
'•'  good  old  days  "  had  many  drawbacks  and  much  discom- 
fort, they  yet  possessed  advantages  which  are  found 
wanting  in  the  present  day. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Henry  E.  Stevenson,  F.C.S. 
4  Jewry  Street,  E.C.,  April  23. 

"Will  not  Smart  or  Dry  on  the  Face." 

Sir, — We  notice  on  page  583  of  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist  for  April  3,  1909,  a  reference  to  this  line,  in 
connection  with  shaving  soap.  We  also  notice  that  you 
are  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Thomas  J.  Barrett, 
of  Messrs.  A.  &  F.  Pears,  Ltd.,  who  claim  to  be  the  first 
firm  to  use  the  expression  "Will  not  dry  on  the  face," 
and  make  the  statement  that  they  have  printed  this 
phrase  for  the  better  part  of  century  on  the  directions  for 
use,  placed  on  the  box.  The  only  exception  we  take  to 
this  statement  is  that  "the  better  part  of  a  century"  is 
almost  too  indefinite.  We  do  not  know  when  Pears' 
shaving  stick  was  first  placed  on  the  market,  but  we  are 
very  confident  that  it  was  subsequent  to  1850.  We  have 
continuously  used  the  words  "  Does  not  dry  on  the  face  " 
■on  the  label  of  one  of  our  soaps  since  1846.  We  have 
also  used  on  the  same  label  the  words  "Affording  a 
copious  and  heavy  lather,  leaving  the  skin  soft  and 
smooth."  We  believe  our  use  of  the  expression  "Does 
not  dry  on  the  face  "  antedates  that  of  any  other  manu- 
facturer of  shaving  soap.  We  might  add  that,  until  our 
attention  was  called  to  the  matter  by  this  letter  of  Mr. 
Barrett,  to  which  you  refer,  we  had  not  been  aware  that 
they  used  or  ever  had  used  the  expression  "Will  not  dry 
■on  the  face."  Truly  yours. 

The  J.  B.  Williams  Co. 

Glastonbury,  Conn..  April  16. 

Poor-law  Dispensing:  Service. 

Sir, — The  problems  raised  by  "Poor-law  Dispenser" 
were  unsolved  by  Mr.  Coates'  letter.  I  fail  to  see  what 
instruction  is  required,  as  dispensers  have  only  to  study 
their  orders.  The  first  duty  of  a  dispenser  is  to  dispense. 
If  he  has  time,  and  chooses  to  give  way  to  pressure  from 
officials,  he  may  amuse  himself  by  keeping  accounts, 
which  in  any  case  can  only  be  approximate,  but  the 
auditor  holds  him  responsible  for  his  stock  only ;  the 


money  accounts  can  be  kept  by  clerks,  and  in  a  time  of 
great  pressure,  in  my  opinion,  he  would  be  justified  in 
refusing  to  keep  any  kind  of  accounts  at  all,  unless  quali- 
fied extra  assistance  were  provided.  Accountant  clerks 
are  paid  more,  as  a  rule ;  but  I  take  leave  to  think  that 
the  dispenser's  work  is,  at  least,  equally  responsible — and 
he  is  not  engaged  as  an  accountant.  The  gist  of  your, 
article  still  remains  unanswered,  and  dispensers  would  be 
better  advised  to  resist  keeping  books  of  arithmetical 
gymnastics  and  confine  themselves  to  their  legitimate 
work. 

The  opinion  of  the  Local  Government  Board  is  formed 
on  the  condition  of  the  outdoor  dispensaries,  the  infirmary 
dispenser  being  practically  a  subordinate  officer ;  and  it  is 
desirable  that  the  outdoor  dispenser  should  be  a  qualified 
pharmacist  desirous  of  improving  the  dispensary  and 
looking  after  the  interests  of  the  poor  patients  to  the  best 
of  his  ability  and  opportunities.  He  is  responsible  direct 
to  the  Board  through  his  committee,  and  if  his  repre- 
sentations fail  at  one  time,  they  will  probably  succeed  at 
another,  if  he  has  the  courage  of  his  convictions.  Now 
is  the  time,  if  any,  to  form  a  Poor-law  Pharmacists' 
Association ;  but  after  each  concession  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  the  Associations  have  melted  away,  the 
members  thinking  that  they  had  reached  the  ultima  thule. 
The  older  members — notably  Mr.  Clark,  of  Paddington — 
have  worked  a  great  deal  to  improve  the  lot  of  the  Poor- 
law  dispenser.  Cannot  some  of  the  younger  members 
"wake  up"?  The  Public  Dispensers'  Association  having 
deleted  the  name  "Poor-law,"  cannot  readily  approach 
either  the  Local  Government  Board  or  the  Guardians,  as 
they  are  apt  to  resent  outside  pressure.  We  can  do  more 
for  ourselves  than  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  can  possibly 
do  for  us,  even  if  the  Society  condescended  to  notice  us. 

Yours,  etc., 

Southwark  Union  North.  J.  F.  Dunstan. 

Castor  Oil. 

Sir, — I  have  read  Mr.  Bell's  letter  on  the  origin  of  this 
name  with  much  interest.  That  the  name  was  perhaps  of 
American  origin  may  be  gathered  not  only  from  Canvane's 
"  Dissertation,"  but  also  from  the  following  extract  from 
Lewis's  "  An  Experimental  History  of  the  Materia  Medica  " 
(second  edition,  1768)  :  "  The  oil  of  the  palma-christi, 
vulgarly  called  in  America  castor  oil."  This  designation 
must  have  been  quite  common  in  this  country  about  that 
time,  as  we  find  Dr.  Thomas  Percival,  of  Manchester,  re- 
cording of  a  patient  in  September  1669  that  "  The  castor 
oil  purges  him  considerably."  It  would*be  interesting  to 
know  what  was  the  actual  date  of  the  first  edition  of 
Canvane's  treatise.  Fliiekiger  and  Hanbury  give  1764,  as 
does  also  Dr.  Waring  in  his  "  Bibliotheca  Therapeutica." 
The  two  former  mention  only  two  editions  of  the  work.  I 
happen  to  possess  a  copy  of  the  third  edition,  published  in 
1775.  The  date  for  this  is  correctly  given  by  Waring.  I 
notice  that  Mr.  Bell  says  that  Canvane  says  he  had  not  seen 
a  copy  of  Fraser's  account  of  this  drug.  In  my  copy  he 
plainly  speaks  of  Fraser's  "  being  the  only  tract  I  have 
ever  seen  published  of  it."  A  few  pages  later  he  remarks 
that  "  Mr.  Fraser  very  well  observes,"  etc.  If  he  had  not 
seen  it  when  the  first  edition  appeared,  he  must  have  become 
acquainted  with  it  subsequently.  If  Mr.  Bell  possesses  a 
copy  of  the  preface  to  the  first  edition  we  may  perhaps 
arrive  at  the  correct  date  of  its  issue,  because  I  notice  in  the 
third  edition  he  says  he  has  used  the  oil  "  near  twelve  years 
in  my  practice  in  England."  What  figure  does  he  give  in 
the  first  edition  ?  The  difference  between  the  two  editions 
will  give  the  number  of  vears  it  was  published  previous  to 
1775.  "     Yours  faithfully. 

Manchester.  April  26.  William  Kirkby. 

Corrigenda. — By  a.  clerical  error  1846  appears  for  1746  and 
1880  for  1780  in  Mr.  C.  C.  Bell's  letter  of  last  week  on  castor 
oil.  The  dates  refer  respectively  to  the  citation  in  the  O.E.D. 
and  to  the  Freiburg  tract. 

It  is  of  interest  to  add  the  following-  extract  from  the  second 
volume  of  Dr.  J.  Lewkowitsch's  book  on  "  Oils  "  : 

The  origin  of  the  name  castor  oil  is  due  to  the  Spaniards 
and  Portuguese  in  Jamaica  having-  confounded  the  plant, 
with  a  totally  different  one — viz.,  Vitcx  arpius  castus — and 
having-  called  it  "  agnocasto."  The  English  traders  cor- 
rupted this  name  into  "castor"  in  the  eighteenth  century 
(cp.  De  Car.'dolle's  "Origin  of  Cultivated  Plants"). 
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Pharmaceutic  Evolution  Constitutionally  Considered. 
■  Sir, — The  report  in  the  C.  <L-  D. ,  April  17,  of  the  meeting 
of  pharmacists  in  Manchester  for  the  formation  of  a  manu- 
facturing association  on  a  co-operative  basis  gives  one 
"  furiously  to  think."  When  I,  a  few  years  ago,  broached 
this  method  of  dealing  with  the  problem  menacing  the 
trade,  the  need  for  such  a  method  was  distinctly  obvious ; 
to-day  it  is  evident  that  some  such  lines  must  be  adopted 
if  the  pharmacist  means  to  retain  his  footing  as  such.  It 
is  also  evident  that  the  struggle  now  will  be  keener  than  it 
would  have  been  at  that  time.  Even  five  years  ago,  when 
Mr.  Harold  Miller  produced  his  scheme,  the  prospects 
would  have  been  far  rosier  than  to-day.  It  is  interesting  to 
look  back  and  note  the  different  steps  in  pharmaceutic 
evolution  (or  should  it  be  devolution  ?)  since  the  Act  of 
1868  came  into  force.  For  economy  of  space  it  may  be  well 
to  give  a  "  List  of  Abbreviations  "  : 

Chemist  and  Druggist  =  Co-operative  Societies  = 

C.  &  D.  C.O.O.P. 

Patents  Proprietor=  P.P.  Licensed  Poison  Monger  = 
Departmental  Stores  =  D.S.  L.P.M. 

Company  Promoter  =  CP.  Pharmacist  =  Ph. 

In  the  first  place  we  have  the  C.  &  D.  required  by  law  to 
conform  with  certain  regulations  apparently  devised  for 
the  welfare  of  the  community.  This  he  did,  and  earned  the 
respect  of  the  community ;  and  that  is  about  all  he  got. 

Then. along  came  the  patents  proprietor.  Him 
the  C.  &  D.  supported,  and  built  up  big  businesses 
for.  In  the  diagram  alongside  it  will  be  noted  that 
the  flow  from  the  C.  &  D.  to  the  P.P.  is  much 
thicker  than  the  return  flow  :  this  represents  the 
"  bond  of  union  "  as  it  actually  worked  out.  In  process  of 
time  the  thinner  return  flow  practically  ceased,  the  "  re- 
turn "  to  the  C.  &  D.  being  nil  or  thereabouts.  The  next 
"  evolutionary  "  step  was  the  addition  of  drugs  to  the  de- 
partmental stores.  At  or  about  this  time 
it  became  evident  that  something  was 
wrong  in  the  way  things  were  developing 
for  the  welfare  of  the  craft,  but  none 
seemed  to  know  what.  Then  appeared  on 
the  scene  the  company  promoter,  and  with  the  CP.  ?nd  his 
methods  also  appeared  the  necessity  for  the  C  &  D.  dealing 
with  the  confronting  problem  from  a  business  standpoint. 
It  was  about  this  time  that  I  came  in  contact  with  the  fact 
that  certain  CP.s  were  inaugurating  methods 
of  manufacture,  with  the  object  of  further  de- 
veloping their  "  vested  interests  "  in  the  trade. 
The  method  of  dealing  with  the  new  departure 
needed  no  looking  for,  hence  the  suggestion 
made  at  the  time.  Following  on  the  CP.  came 
the  addition  of  drug  departments  by  co-operative  societies. 
On  the  lines  these  societies  were  developing,  and  the  pur- 
poses for  which  they  were  founded,  this  of  course  was  in- 
evitable. While  I,  together  with  numbers  of  other  qu? lifted 
chemists,  emphatically  object  to  the 
exploitation  of  the  trade  by  vn- 
qualihed  company  promoters,  I  can 
see  no  reason  for  a  society,  founded  on 
the  lines-  of  the  various  C.O.O.P.s, 
being  debarred  from  supplying  the 
members  with  their  needful  physic, 
any  more  than  that  they  should  be  debarred  from  providing 
their  own  food,  clothing,  and  shelter.  Our  next  addition 
is  the  licensed  poison  monger — added,  be  it  noted,  on  the 
First  of  April  last,  by  our  legislators  in  their  wisdom.  Ee- 
ference  to  the  diagram  will  also 
show  that  the  C  &  D.  has  been 
suddenly  transfigured,  and  appears 
as  a  Pharmacist.  That  brings  us 
up  to  date  (April  1)  and  the  meet- 
ing of  chemists  in  Manchester — 
truly  a  sign  of  the  times.  Again 
referring  to  the  final  diagram,  it  is  to  be  noted 
that  the  evolution  has  resulted  in  the  Ph.  finding 
himself  at  the  base.  What  the  new  departure  will  result 
in  is  in  the  hands  of  the  gods,  but  it  is  "  up  to  "  the  new 
movement  to  reverse  the  position,  and  put  the  pharmacist 
in  his  rightful  position  at  the  apex.  I  may  be  permitted 
to  point  out  that  on  the  lines  indicated  the  new  departure 
will  act  merely  as  a  palliative  of  existing  conditions,  being 
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simply  a  defensive,  movement.  A  more  ideal  method  would 
be  the  organisation  of  the  trade — the  whole  trade — on 
offensive  lines  :  "  Carry  the  war  into  the  enemy's  camp." 

Yours  truly,  ■ 
James  Haddock,  Ph.C. 

Leicester  Prescriptions. 

Sir, — As  Mr.  Nutman  points  out,  the  cards  mentioned 
in  the  report  of  the  Leicester  Association  cannot  be  filed 
as  you  suggested  in  your  editorial  note,  as  they  have  to  be 
kept  by  the  patient.  Therefore  there  seems  nothing  for  it 
but  for  prescriptions  containing  poisons  to  be  copied.  The 
prescriptions  are  written  on  a  piece  of  paper  inserted  in  the 
centre  of  the  card,  and  are  brought  to  the  chemists  to  be 
dispensed,  and  handed  back  for  future  use  and  reference. 

With  regard  to  the  part  of  Mr.  Nutman's  letter  re  the 
meetings  of  the  Leicester  Association,  I  would  like  to  say 
a  thing  or  two.  In  the  first  place,  most  of  those  who  regu- 
larly attend  the  meetings  as  now  held  are  those  who  live 
in  the  suburbs  and  do  not  find  it  too 'inconvenient  to  do  so, 
but  are  public-spirited  enough. to  meet  together  to  discuss 
difficulties  and  matters  arising  for  the  general  good  of  the 
craft.  Why,  therefore,  cannot  Mr.  Nutman  do  so  ?  As 
regards  the  meetings  being  held  on  Thursday  afternoons, 
I  think  it  has  been  pretty  well  proved  times  out  of  number 
that  when  the  half-holiday  comes  along  once  a  week  a 
pharmacist  does  not  want  to  spend  it  on  meetings,  but  needs 
fresh  air,  sunshine  (when  he  can,  get  it),  and  recreation. 
If  Mr.  Nutman  thinks  the  meetings  should  be  held  on 
Thursdays,  why  does  he  not  make  an  effort  to  attend  a 
meeting  and  move  a  resolution  to  that  effect  ?  He  would 
have  a  good  opportunity  on  Tuesday,  May  4,  when  the 
annual  meeting  takes  place.  Even  if  he  does  this,  however, 
I  am  inclined  to  think  it  would  not  be  much  use  to  Mr. 
Nutman,  because  I  understand  he  keeps  his  shop  open  on 
Thursday  afternoons,  except  for  a  couple  of  hours  or  so, 
instead  of  closing  like  other  members  of  the  trade  in  the 
town.  Yours  faithfully, 

George  E.  Marfitt,  Hon.  Secretary. 

Leicester,  April  23. 

Sir, — I  should  like  to  say,  in  reference  to  Mr.  Nutman's 
letter,  that  he  is  quite  right  in  his  statement  that  it  is 
impossible  to  file  the  cards  in  question;  but  why  should 
he  make  this  into  an  opportunity  to  snarl  at  the  local 
Association  ?  He  says  :  "  I  was  not  at  the  meeting  referred 
to."  Would  he  tell  us  when  he  last  attended  at  any  meeting 
of  the  Association  ? — for  during  a  membership  of  three  years 
I  have  never  yet  seem  him  there^  not  even  at  an  important 
meeting  at  Nottingham  recently  ."  held  on  Thursday  after- 
noon." His  reason  follows  :  "  Because  it  was  held  after 
business-hours  " ;  whose  business-hours,  his  own  or  his 
fellow-pharmacists'  ?  Most  of  the  Leicester  pharmacists 
adhere  to  the  time  recommended  by  the  Association 
— viz.,  8.30;  a  few,  of  whom  Mr.  Nutman  is  one,  find  it 
necessary  to  keep  open  every  hour  that  heaven  sends.  As 
his  nearest  cjmpetitor  I  heaved  a  sigh  of  deep  gratitude 
when  I  saw  that  he  really  did  close  his  door  occasionally 
on  Thursday.  Why  are  the  meetings  not  held  on  Thurs- 
day '/  Well,  the  majority  of  pharmacists  find  a  little 
relaxation  from  business  and  fresh  air  somewhat  necessary, 
and,  for  most  of  them,  Thursday  "afternoon  is  about 
the  only  opportunity  they  possess.  However,  if  Mr. 
Nutman  is  a  member  of  the  Association  there  is  nothing 
to  prevent  him  moving  any  resolution  he  likes  at  practically 
any  meeting  (the  annual  meeting  is  not  far  off,  I  believe, 
so  that  would  be  a  fine  opportunity) ....  I  leave  it  to  your 
readers  to  form  their  own  opinions  as  to  the  justice  of  Mr. 
Nutman's  remarks,  and  may  state  that  the  usual  time  for 
beginning  the  Association  meeting  is  8.45,  that  this  par- 
ticular suburb  is  just  about  ten  minutes'  walk  (or  penny 
tram)  from  the  place  of  meeting,  that  the  usual  time  of 
closing  is  10.30,  and,  finally,  that  other  members  from  far 
.greater  distance  find  it  possible  to  attend  at  least  fairly 
regularly.  Yours  faithfully, 

3  Hinckley  Road,  Leicester.  W.  J.  Lewis. 

Effective  Organisation. 

Sir, — I  was  very  much  interested  in  Mr.  Moreton 
Parry's  letter  in  your  last  week's  C.  <&>  D.  rc  chemists"' 
interests.     There  is  no  question  that  we  are  a  narrow- 
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minded,  short-sighted  class  "of  men,  and  blind  to  our  own 
interests.  Even  dock-labourers  can  give  us  points  in  com- 
bination. I  belong  to  no  trade  association,  as  I  find  they  are 
useless  to  a  pharmacist  from  a  bread-and-butter  point  of 
view.  Our  strength  would  be  unlimited  were  we  combined. 
We  could  regulate  the  price  of  proprietary  articles  and 
restrict  their  sale  were  we  so  disposed,  as  there  is  no  question 
that  the  fact  of  a  pharmacist  stocking  them  gives  them  an  air 
of  respectability.  Mr.  Parry  is  quite  right  :  we  are  the  door- 
mat of  the  public,  and  at  the  beck  and  call  of  any  individual 
with  a  penny  to  spend.  What  with  doctors  dispensing, 
bogus  drug-dealers,  and  unprofitable  proprietaries,  we  are 
indeed  in  a  parlous  state.  It  is  only  a  leader  that  we  want. 
I  shall  only  be  too  pleased  to  join  any  Association  formed 
for  the  purpose  of  discussing  trade-topics.  Dispensing- 
problems  are  not  in  my  line,  as  the  question  now  is  how  to 
make  a  living,  not  how  to  dispense  elegant  prescriptions 
which  never  arrive. 

Faithfully  yours, 
Liverpool.  The  Ever-open  Door.  (27/57.) 

Sir, — Your  correspondent  of  last  week,  Mr.  Moreton 
Parry,  has  touched  upon  what  is  probably  the  weakest  spot 
in  the  pharmaceutical  armour — viz.,  lack  of  effective 
organisation.  Of  course,  we  all  know  there  is  an  abundance 
of  societies  and  associations,  but  how  many  of  these  are 
of  any  real  use  to  the  pharmacist  in  business  on  his  own 
account?  The  poor  Federation  of  Local  Associations  is 
something  like  the  dog  to  which  the  apprentice  had  given 
an  insufficient  dose  of  HCN — gasping  for  breath.  An  early 
death  is  the  greatest  kindness.  But  how  different  with  the 
Federation  of  Grocers' Associations  !  Many  of  our  local  Asso- 
ciations are  engaged  in  solving  the  difficult  problem  of  the 
relative  importance  of  Tweedledum  and  Tweedledee,  varied 
by  other  items  analogous  to  the  clay -pipe-colouring  contests 
of  the  habitues  of  the  bar-parlour.  A  social  evening  or 
smoking-concert  marks  the  highest  limit  of  their  energies. 
In  this  they  are  only  following  the  example  of  the  Old 
Lady  of  Bloomsbury,  who,  again,  has  followed  the  example 
of  no  less  eminent  a  person  than  the  Emperor  Nero,  who  is 
said  to  have  fiddled  while  Rome  burned.  We  pharmacists, 
instead  of  facing  modern  conditions  and  trying  to  benefit 
by  them,  have  been  guilty  of  fiddling  and  frittering  away 
our  energies.  In  our  associations  we  have  forgotten  that 
we  are  engaged  in  trade,  that  we  gain  our  livelihood  by 
buying  and  selling.  This  is  the  line  we  should  follow  just 
so  long  as  we  are  in  business ;  when  we  are  all  engaged 
in  the  Government  dispensaries  making  up  the  prescriptions 
of  the  State-paid  doctors,  we  can  leave  behind  such  vulgar 
matters  as  belong  to  mere  trade.  But  in  the  meantime  rent, 
etc.,  have  to  be  paid  and  accounts  met  when  due.  I  am 
looking  about  for  help  in  this  direction,  and  see  in  the 
scheme  of  "  joint  proprietaries  "  a  likely  chance  to  help 
myself  and  my  fellows.  We  all  have  assisted  in  the  donkey- 
work  of  establishing  new  and  struggling  proprietaries,  and 
then  find  that  the  stores  and  grocers  step  in  to  reap  the 
lion's  share  of  the  trade.  We  might  just  as  well  be  building 
up  a  trade  for  our  own  goods,  because  we  should  not  be 
sowing  for  our  rivals  to  reap.  Some  of  our  friends  think 
that  with  the  passing  of  the  Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Act  the 
long  contest  between  the  individual  chemist  and  the  store 
is  over,  that  from  now  love  and  harmony  will  reign  between 
us.  But  the  battle  will  continue  as  long  as  there  is  a 
pharmaceutical  lamb  to  be  captured  by  the  store  lion  ;  when 
the  former  animal  is  inside  the  latter,  they  will  both  lie 
down  together.  Therefore  it  is  so  vitally  important  that 
we  unite  into  powerful  organisations  for  trade-purposes. 
Perhaps  Liverpool  will  show  the  way. 

Yorkshire  Biter.  (27/90.) 

Letters  in  Brief. 

The  Sleeper  Awakened  (26/10),  writing  in  reply  to  Dr. 
Hemmans  (C.  &  D.,  April  17,  p.  611)  on  the  question  of 
doctors  doing  their  own  dispensing,  says  it  is  becoming  rare  to 
find  a  prescription  based  only  on  drugs  and  preparations 
known  thirty  years  ago.  The  prescriptions  of  to-day  include 
patents  and  proprietary  articles,  which  is  not  prescribing  as 
understood  by  our  fathers.  The  only  hope  of  the  chemist, 
under  present  circumstances,  is  to  push  a  proprietary,  either 
his  own  or  someone  else's.  Under  the  circumstances  that  our 
correspondent  outlined  in  his  previous  letter  (C.  <£  D., 
April  10,  p.  580)  there  would  be  no  need  for  this.  On  the 
contrary,  he  would  feel  inclined,  when  a  customer  wished  for 
something  the  price  of  which  was  not  adequately  protected, 


to  recommend  a  visit  to  the  medical  man,  knowing  that  he 
would  reap  the  reward  in  the  prescription.  The  second  point 
raised  was  the  question  of  the  independent  examination  of 
sputa,  etc.  This  is  on  the  face  of  it  chemist's  work.  The 
doctor  should  have  quite  enough  to  do  in  visiting  his  patients 
and  diagnosing  their  complaints.  He  should  be  pleased, 
therefore,  to  be  relieved  of  this  work  of  making  cultures. 

Balaam's  Ass. — Mr.  Arthur  Oglesby  (Barnsley),  referring  to 
Jay  Mack's  remarks  (G.  dfc  D.,  April  24,  p.  660),  says:  "Jay 
Mack  compares  the  pharmaceutical  examinations  to  what  he 
calls  the  u&elessness  of  the  brayings  of  the  ass  of  Balaam.  I  am 
not  writing  to  champion  the  cause  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  or  its  ways — far  from  it;  but  had  Jay  Mack  carefully 
read  Numbers  xxii.  22  to  33,  he  would  have  noticed  that  in- 
stead of  the  ass  being  useless,  it  actually  saved  the  life  of  its 
master,  Balaam  ;  neither  is  the  braying  of  any  ass  useless, 
for  no  ass  utters  cries  of  complaint  when  it  is  satisfied  with 
proper  food,  etc.  In  that  quarter  of  the  world  Balaam  cams 
from,  the  ass  is  a  beautiful,  well-proportioned,  and  nimble 
animal.  I  always  note  carefully  Jay  Mack's  views,  but  in 
this  case  he  has  evidently  done  an  injustice  to  a  faithful  beast, 
which  I  do  not  believe  he  intended  to." 


Legal  Queries. 

Before  submitting  questions  for  reply  in  this  section  please  refer 
to  the  "C.  &  D.  Diary,  1909"  for  the  following  subjects: 
Income-tax,  p.  220  ;  Pharmacy  Law  and  Poisons,  p.  2i5, 
(abroad)  p.  in;  Spirit  Laws,  p.  229;  Stamped  Medicines, 
p.  z2i ;  Trade-marks,  p.  194 ;  Wines,  Sale  of,  p.  231 ;  and 
Legal  matters  generally,  p.  233. 


Macis  (22/32).— The  custom  of  the  retail  drug-trade  in  this 
country  is  for  assistants  or  their  employers  to  give  a  month's 
notice  or  an  equivalent  in  wages.  See  the  C.  <Ss  D.  Diary, 
p.  235. 

Smoke  Pipe  (22/59).— You  should  communicate  with  your 
local  inspector  of  nuisances  in  regard  to  the  matter,  _  which 
may  or  may  not  be  covered  by  the  by-laws  and  regulations  of 
the  town. 

Wells  (25/3).— (1)  Such  a  description  as  "  Smith's  pills  cure 
all  ills"  on  a  Id.  box  of  pills  makes  them  liable  to  medicine 
stamp-duty,  l^d.  (2)  Pills  containing  extract  of  ergot  and 
oil  of  sav'in  can  only  be  sold  under  Part  1  conditions— i.e., 
to  persons  known  to  you  (or  introduced  by  a  known  person), 
the  sale  being  entered  in  the  poisons-book,  and  the  pills 
labelled  "  Poison." 

Citrus  Limonis  (24/65).— We  are  not  aware  of  any  patent 
covering  the  manufacture  of  effervescing  lemonade-tablets  to 
the  exclusion  of  other  tablets  of  the  same  nature. 

Dental  (25/47).— In  the  case  of  Hennan  v.  Duckworth  it 
was  held  that  a  charge  for  artificial  teeth  is  recoverable  by 
persons  not  registered  under  the  Dentists  Act,  notwithstand- 
ing Section  5  of  the  Dentists  Act  (see  C.  &  D.  Diary, 
p  237)  It  mis?ht  reasonably  be  argued  from  this  that  the 
advertising  of  the  high-quality  artificial  teeth  (without  any 
reference  to  the  qualification  of  the  maker)  is  not.  necessari  y 
an  infringement  of  Section  3  of  the  Act,  but  is  probably 
outside  the  Act  altogether. 

Alpha  Beta  (27/22).— We  have  no  information  in  regard  to 
the  company.  Please  send  address  and  any  other  particulars 
which  you  may  have. 

Hibernian  (28/11).— The  Poisons  Schedule,  1908,  does  not 
apply  to  Ireland. 

Sprigs  (28/5).— A  month's  notice  is  usual  in  the  retail  drug- 
trade,  and  unless  there  is  an  agreement  to  the  contrary  in  your 
case  the  engagement  will  terminate  a  month  after  the  receipt 
of' the  notice.  If,  as  seems  not  unlikely  from  what  you  say, 
both  parties  have  been  under  the  belief  that  a  week  s  notice  is 
required,  the  engagement  will  terminate  on  the  sixth  day  after 
the  notice  was  received. 

F  4  (25 /45).— We  see  nothing  on  the  handbill  to  bring  you 
within  Section  3  of  the  Dentists  Act.  See  p.  194  of  the  C.  <k  D. 
Diary  for  the  address  of  the  Incorporated  Society  of  Extrac- 
tors and  Adapters  of  Teeth. 

F  H  D  (28/71).— "  Teeth  extracted  by  a  special  process  " 
and'  "  special  attention  to  nervous  "  patients  are,  in  view  of 
the  decision  in  Barnes  v.  Brown,  descriptions  which  an  un- 
registered person  would  be  wise  not  to  use,  since  they  suggest 
special  qualification  in  the  practice  of  dentistry. 

Thomas  (23/8).— A  registered  chemist  may  be  a  director  of  as 
many  chemists'  companies  as  he  pleases ;  all  that  Section  3  (4) 
of  the  Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Act  prohibits  is  a  chemist  acting 
as  superintendent  of  more  than  one  company. 
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S,  G.  (22/53).— (1)  See  the  C.  &  D.  Diary,  p.  209,  for  in- 
formation regarding  the  postage  of  deleterious  substances  and 
greases,  such  as  phosphorus  paste.  (2  and  3)  This  paste  is 
not  a  scheduled  poison  in  Great  Britain,  and  anybody  may 
make  or  sell  it. 

Inquirer  (28/22).— "  Army  and  Navy  Toilet  Club"  and 
other  similar  trading  titles  are  used,  by  private  traders  in 
London,  and  we  see  no  reason  why  "  Army  and  Navy  Drug- 
stores "  should  not  be  used  by  a  chemist  in  a  garrison  town. 
See  p.  194  of  the  V.  &  D.  Diary. 

Wine-licence  (22/59). — By  the  Intoxicating  Liquors  (Ire- 
land) Act  premises  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquor  are 
wholly  closed  on  Sundays.  This  applies  to  chemists'  shops 
licensed  for  the  sale  of  wines. 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

We  endeavour  to  reply  promptly  and  pr  ctically  to  trade  ques- 
tions of  general  int;r^3t,  b-t  cannot  guarantee  insertion  of 
replies  on  a  particular  d;  L.e,  nor  can  we  repeat  information 
given  during  the  past  t.velve  months.  A  preliminary  condi- 
tion for  reporting  on  samples  submitted  is  that  all  particulars 
as  to  source  and  uses  are  given  to  us. 


A.  M.  (Shanhaikuan)  (1/31). — We  do  not  know  the  com- 
position of  "  Spring-water  crystals"  which  you  say  are  used 
to  improve  aerated  water.  Perhaps  some  reader  can  give  our 
subscriber  practical  hints  on  the  subject. 

Citrate  (Natal)  (218/29). — Information  on  Citrus  Products 
of  a  practical  nature  is  mainly  contained  in  the  publications  of 
Departments  of  Agriculture  of  various  Governments.  The 
Department  of  Agriculture  of  Victoria  (Australia)  published 
in  1891  a  lecture  on  the  Citrus  family  by  Mr.  D.  A.  Crichton, 
in  which  the  chief  features  of  cultivation  and  propagation  were 
dealt  with.  The  Madras  Agricultural  Department  issued  a 
bulletin  in  1889,  which  was  mainly  devoted  to  the  cultivation 
of  oranges  and  lemons.  The  United  States  Government  has 
also  published  several  bulletins  on  citrus-tree  pests. 
Bonaira's  "  Cultivated  Oranges  and  Lemons  of  India  and 
Ceylon  "  gives  full  information  regarding  the  various  species. 

W.  It.  A.  (3/22).— Violin  Varnish.— There  is  no  reason  to 
suppose  that  the  formula  has  been  wrongly  compounded,  but 
we  think  you  have  omitted  the  Venice  turpentine  in  the  recipe 
you  send.  The  exact  composition  of  the  varnish  used  by  the 
makers  of  Cremona  violins  is  not  known,  and  present-day 
manufacturers  do  not  publish  their  recipes.  Many  attempts 
have  been  made  to  compound  a  varnish  equal  to  that  pre- 
pared by  the  Cremona  makers,  and  some  have  produced  good 
results.  We  recollect  the  case  of  a  pharmacist  who  was  en- 
gaged in  trying  to  discover  the  secret  of  Cremona  varnish.  His 
difficulty  was  to  find  a  suitable  solvent  for  amber,  and, 
according  to  the  account  we  read,  this  was  revealed  to  him  in 
a  dream.  What  the  solvent  was  was  not  stated.  In  these 
circumstances  we  can  only  place  before  you  the  recipes  for 
violin  varnish  which  we  have  in  our  possession,  and  suggest 
that  you  conduct  a  research  on  the  subject  and  report  on  it 
for  the  benefit  of  readers  of  the  C.  &  D.  The  colouring  of  the 
wood  is  generally  a  preliminary  operation,  such  substances  as 
camwood,  logwood,  alkanet,  or  dragon's  blood  being  em- 
ployed. 


Sandarac   

6  oz. 

4 

100 

6  oz. 

Shellac   

3  oz. 

2 

Mastic  

3  oz. 

125 

3  oz. 

Elemi  

1J  oz. 

30 

Benzoin 

2 

Oil  of  turpentine  

30 

Venice  turpentine  

3  oz. 

2 

Turpentine  varnish 

ipt. 

Castor  oil   

30 

Dragon's-blood   

15 

Spirit...   

75  oz. 

32 

670 

i  gal. 

B. 

Amber  (fused)       ...  2  oz. 

Oil  of  turpentine  ...  2  oz. 

Drying  linseed  oil  ...  5  oz. 


Copal 

Powdered  glass  , 
Camphor  ... 
Alcohol 


4  oz. 
4  oz. 
i  oz. 
1  pint 


The  turpentine  varnish  referred  to  is  made  by  dissolving 
10  oz.  of  resin  in  a  pint  of  oil  of  turpentine. 

E.  J.  B.  (New  York)  (10/42).— Zinc  Peroxide  is  an  active 
bactericide,  hence  its  use  in  a  skin  soap.  On  contact  with 
dilute  acids  zinc  peroxide  liberates  hydrogen  peroxide,  and 
when  employed  in  ointments  or  dusting-powders  a  little 
tartaric  acid  is  often  added  to  assist  the  evolution. 


Drugs  (3/35). — (1)  Marking-ink. — The  following  from- 
"  Pharmaceutical  Formulas  "  is  a  typical  recipe  for  a  silver 
marking-ink  : 

Nitrate  of  silver    jiij.  513. 

Sodium  carbonate   Jiij. 

Tartaric  acid  ...       ...       ...  3xss. 

Solution  of  ammonia  (0.880)      ...  Jiiiss. 

Archil   S\. 

Paste  chlorophyll    5j. 

Powdered  acacia    Jiiss. 

Sugar  

Water   a  sufficiency 

Dissolve  the  silver  and  soda  salts  separately,  each  in  2  pints 
of  boiling  water,  and  mix.  Allow  the  precipitate  to  settle, 
decant  the  fluid,  and  collect  the  precipitate  on  a  paper  filter; 
wash  with  a  pint  of  water,  and,  when  drained,  transfer  to  a 
mortar ;  add  the  acid  (in  powder)  and  mix.  When  effer- 
vescence has  ceased  add  the  ammonia  solution,  stir  to  dissolve, 
and  transfer  to  a  bottle  containing  the  sugar  (powdered).  Mix 
the  chlorophyll  with  4  oz.  of  water  and  the  archil,  add  the 
acacia  to  this,  and,  when  dissolved,  strain.  Now  add  the 
ammoniacal  solution  and  make  up  to  20  oz.  with  water. 
(2)  Rubber-stamp  Ink.— See  C.  <£•  D.,  February  1,  1908,  p.  20& 

/.  L.  B.  (7/29). — White  Bay  is  Magnolia  virginiana,  L.  The 
bark  is  used  as  a  remedy  for  rheumatism  and  in  the  treatment 
of  malarial  fever.  We  have  not  heard  of  its  use  as  a  quieter 
for  restive  horses. 

Jack  (11/63). — You  do  not  give  any  reason  why  we  should 
analyse  what  appears  to  be  one  of  your  veterinary  specialities. 

L.  J.  S.  (259/74). — The  rupture-cure  is  mainly  composed  of 
tincture  of  capsicum,  and  is  flavoured  with  oil  of  peppermint. 

F.  H.  It.  (7/5).— Tonic  Pills  for  Pigeons  : 

Ferri  sulph.  gran   3j. 

Pulv.  capsici    9j. 

Ext.  nucis  vom  gr.  vj. 

Pulv.  gentianse    5ss. 

Glyc.  tragacanth  q.s. 

Fiat  pil.  lx.  Sugar  coat.  Six  of  these  pills  are  given  daily 
to  each  pigeon. 

JSmbro  (5/55). — White  Embrocation  containing  the  in- 
gredients you  specify : 

Liq.  amnion,  fort., 
Sp.  terebinthinse, 

Lin.  saponis   aa.  Jiij. 

Acid,  acetic,  fort  '     ...    jij.  3ij. 

Aquam  ad     ...    ...  3xx. 

Mix  in  above  order,  shaking  well  after  each  addition. 

Calumba  (264/10).— (1)  Glauber's  Salt  and  Epsom  Salts  are 
exsiccated  by  heating  in  a  porcelain  dish  in  an  oven.  The  loss 
in  the  case  of  Glauber's  salt  is  about  one-half,  one  molecule 
of  water  being  retained.  The  loss  is  not  so  great  with  Epsom 
salts.  You  can  calculate  the  amount  from  the  formula, 
making  allowance  for  the  retained  molecule  of  water.  (2)  The 
minimum  official  dose  of  tinctura  gelsemii  may  be  safely 
given,  but  even  that  dose  causes  trouble  with  the  eyes  in  some 
people.  (3)  Lice  on  Cattle. — Hydrargyri  perchlor.  is  not  suit- 
able for  destroying  lice  on  cattle.  Stavesacre  (i  lb.  in  Cong,  j- 
water),  tobacco  juice,  and  Jeyes'  fluid  are  among  the  applica- 
tions recommended  in  "  Veterinary  Counter-practice." 

Menthol  (Brussels)  (5/8).— (1)  The  Tonic  Lotion  tor 
Neurasthenia,  used  for  bathing  the  entire  body  with,  is  not 
unlike  eau  sedative  in  composition,  except  that  it  is  filteredf 
bright  and  coloured  red  with  an  eosine  dye.  We  think  you  wilS 
soon  produce  a  similar  lotion  if  you  experiment  on  the  lines 
indicated  above.  (2)  Grey  Powder.— The  laxative  dose  is 
reckoned  on  the  basis  of  f  to  li  grain  for  a  one-year-old  child. 
Children  stand  grey  powder  well,  but  much  smaller  doses  are 
given  when  the  alterative  effect  is  desired. 

Amicus  (25/35).— McDade's  Mixture.— The  following  is 
the  recipe  for  this,  taken  from  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas"  : 

Ext.  smilac.  liq  3xvj. 

Ext.  stillingise  liq   3*vj. 

Ext.  lappae  min.  liq  3xvjr 

Ext.  phytolaccse  liq  3xvj. 

Tr.  xanthoxyli   '  3'iij. 

M. 

Dose.:  sj.  in 
gradually  to  3ss. 
The  mixture  is  also  known  as  Suceus  Alterans,  or  McDade's- 
Specific. 

W.  A.  H.  (Sydney)  (5/2).— The  formula  for  caramel-sweet- 
meat was  last  given  in  the  C.  &  D.,  November  2,  1907,  p.  705. 


pater  thrice  daily,  before  meals,  increased 


